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The Helmet of Salvation
As helmets protect soldiers from fatal bl ows to the head, keeping the 
wonderful vision of salvation and all that it entails in the forefront of our
minds will protect us from spiritual destru c t i o n .

The Breastplate of Righteousness
Obedience to the full spirit and intent of God’s commandments, born out of
genuine faith and love, will keep us in right standing with Him, safeguarding
our spiritual vitality.

Be Girded with God’s Truth!   
The belt of God’s Truth holds other elements of our spiritual armor in place.
But a mere academic understanding of spiritual knowledge will not suffice.
Rather, God’s Truth must be lived.

Shod with the Gospel of Peace
Like trustworthy combat boots, the encouraging Good News of God’s
Kingdom will carry us forward into battle—ironically, a battle for peace.

A Weapon for All Time
G o d ’s Word is pictured as a mighty swo r d—the sword of the Spiri t . With it 
we can not only defe n s i vely bl o ck enemy bl ow s, but we may also offe n s i ve l y
s t ri ke at the enemy and put him to flight.

Raising the Shield of Faith 
The greatest defense in our spiritual arsenal, faith will see us through to the
end of the fight. With absolute trust in Almighty God and His awesome plan,
ultimate victory is assured.

Facing the New Millennium—Armed with the Armor of God
Despite predictions of peace and harm o ny for the near future, the wo rl d ’s darke s t
hour is fast approaching. Soon, the forces of evil will hold this wo rld in their gri p
as never before—and they ’re out to destroy YO U. This premier issue of The New
Wo rld Ahead explains how you can overcome them (see From the Editors).

The Battle for Your Mind
Though global armed conflict is coming, the most important wa r
is already being wa g e d . We are invo l ved in a spiritual stru g g l e
for control of our own minds. It is a fight that we MUST win. B u t
it requires the right armor—as well as preparedness for battle.

All scriptural references are from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.
The New World Ahead is a free educational service published and provided by the 
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Though we stand at the dawn of a new millennium, the immediate future does
not seem to be getting any bri g h t e r. Just re c e n t ly, we heard the tragic news of ye t
another school shooting. And all around us, t h e re is far wo rse news still. Ye s , wh i l e
man looks upwa rd with lofty dreams of a planned intern ational space station as the
p l at fo rm for eventual interp l a n e t a ry and interstellar colonizat i o n , the ground is
c ru m bling beneath his fe at—as his society is ripped ap a rt at the seams.

More and more, the “signs of the times” indicate that humanity is fast
approaching the end of its rope. Crime, violence and lawlessness are on the
increase. Ignorance, poverty and superstition are widespread. Sickness and dis-
ease are rampant. The bottom has fallen out of morality, as mankind sinks to new
lows. And beyond all this, nature itself appears to be convulsing in a fit of vio-
lent earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and other disasters. What’s really shocking
is to understand that times are, in fact, going to get far worse.

Are you prepared to cope with the traumatic events rapidly coming upon this
earth? Will you be able to deal with terrible calamities striking with ever-
increasing ferocity? Will you be left standing when the dust settles at the titanic
end of this age? There is one who doesn’t want you to. Indeed, this unseen
enemy wants you dead and gone—forever. But there’s something you can do
about it. You can win the battle against him and against the inimical nature he
creates within you that, unchecked, would lead to your ultimate self-destruction.

H ow? The Apostle Paul tells us, “ Fi n a l ly, my bre t h re n , be strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, t h at you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and bl o o d, bu t
against principalities... against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heave n ly places [i.e.
in the air]. Th e re fo re take up the whole armor of God, t h at you may be able to with-
stand in the evil day ” (Eph. 6:13). Paul then mentions six pieces of this “ a rm o r ” — e l s e-
wh e re called the “ a rmor of light” (Rom. 13:12)—wh i ch we must learn to effe c t ive-
ly use: a helmet, a bre a s t p l at e, a gi rdle or belt, s h o e s , a swo rd and a shield. These rep-
resent va rious facets of our spiritual life—and in this fi rst issue of the N ew Wo rld A h e a d
m aga z i n e, these facets re c e ive individual tre atment in sep a rate art i cl e s .

But it is important to remember that none of these elements stand alone. In
the original Greek of the New Testament, Paul used a single term here for
“whole armor”—the word panoplia. Perhaps we can learn more about it by
looking at the English word that derives from it—“panoply.” It is defined as “a
full suit of armor... a magnificent or impressive array... a display of ALL appro-
priate appurtenances [i.e. subordinate parts]” (Merriam Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 10th ed.). The sense here is that of being completely outfitted for the
battle. If you leave even one part of the armor behind, you’re in big trouble.

F u rt h e rm o re, in any bat t l e, be it physical or spiri t u a l , it is not enough to simply
be arm e d. Rat h e r, a wa rri o r ’s armor must be kept in good wo rking order—and he
must be skilled in its use. Pa rt of the skill invo l ves understanding the tactics of the
e n e my. Thus our lead art i cl e : “ The Battle for Your Mind.” It lays out the unseen spir-
itual stru ggle we are engaged in—and explains some va l u able tools God has given us
to help us p rep a re for bat t l e. In the end, o n ly those who are spiri t u a l ly armed and
re a dy will be victorious with Jesus Christ—standing strong fo rever and ever in the
b rilliant new wo rld that lies beyond the darkness of this age.
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under any circumstances. But what if you couldn’t see him? What if you
didn’t know where the next blow would come from? During World War
II, the Allies faced such an enemy. They called it the “fifth column”—the
unseen “enemy within” intent on espionage and sabotage.

Yet the Allies are not the only ones to have ever faced an unseen
enemy. For in fact, all of mankind does! As we shall see, there is a very
powerful spirit being called Satan, who seeks incessantly to pervert our
thoughts, thereby gaining control of our minds so as to destroy us. This
wholly evil being first sinned against God long ago, before man was
ever created. His personal sin eventually resulted in fully one-third
of the myriads of angels following him into rebellion (Rev. 12:4;
Jude 6; 2 Peter 2:4). And it’s not just angels he can influence neg-
atively. For he is somehow able to inject his own evil thoughts
into our minds—if we don’t block them. In fact, the Bible gives
many details concerning Satan’s ceaseless struggle to win con-
trol of our minds and destroy our chance to receive eternal life.

God’s people would do well to learn a valuable lesson from
the Trojan War fought between city-states of ancient Greece and
the famed city of Troy. The Greeks sent the Trojans a gift of a

large, wooden horse, leaving it outside the gates of Troy. The Tro-
jans brought the horse into the city, not realizing there were armed

Greek soldiers hidden inside. They later crept out of the horse,
opened the gates of the city and let the Greek army inside. Thus were

the Trojans defeated. This incident later gave rise to the proverbial
expression, “Beware of Greeks bearing gifts!”

Now Satan, of course, is a far more powerful and cunning
enemy than were the ancient Greeks. His name is derived from a

Hebrew word meaning “adversary” or “enemy.” How appropri-
ate, since he constantly invades unsuspecting human minds
through his ideological Trojan horses. Satan tries to deceive
us into doing his bidding, instead of obeying and serving our
Creator. This powerful seducer “deceives the whole world”
into thinking that following his twisted ideas and philoso-
phies is in our best interests (Rev. 12:9; 2 Cor. 12:14).

Satan is the greatest liar who has ever lived. Jesus
clearly described his evil character in addressing human
beings who were essentially led by him: “You are of
your father the devil, and the desires of your father you
want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own

by Raymond F. McNair
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resources, for he is a liar and the
father of it” (John 8:44). The word
“devil” is derived from a Greek
wo rd meaning “ s l a n d e re r.” A n d
how true that is. For Satan not only
slanders human beings (cf. Rev.
12:10), but he even slanders God—
having lied to mankind about God’s
plan and purpose from the begin-
ning. And his deception has grown
ever since.

The devil often uses one group of
d e c e ived human beings—those wh o
fa l s e ly claim to be God’s ministers —
as tools to deceive countless others :
“ For such are false ap o s t l e s , d e c e i t f u l
wo rke rs , t ra n s fo rming themselve s
into apostles of Christ. And no wo n-
der! For Satan himself tra n s fo rm s
himself into an angel of light. Th e re-
fo re it is no gre at thing if his ministers
also tra n s fo rm themselves into minis-
t e rs of ri g h t e o u s n e s s ” (2 Cor. 11:13-
15). These ministers do not teach the
full Truth of God, but pre a ch “ a n o t h-
er Jesus... a diffe rent spirit [and] a dif-
fe rent go s p e l ” ( v. 4; cf. Gal. 1:6-7).
And Satan orch e s t rates his gre at con-

s p i ra cy with the ultimate goal of
d e s t roy i n g h u m a n i t y i n

m i n d, b o dy and spiri t !

S a t a n ’s Adva n c e s

Th e H o ly S c ri p t u re s give u s a
clear picture of the unseen battle
that rages every day of our lives. So
how can we become more alert to
the devil’s tactics? How can we
protect ourselves from his decep-
tive reasoning? The Apostle Paul
u n d e rstood a gre at deal ab o u t
Satan’s deception. He warned the
saints of God in Rome, Corinth and
Thessalonica to be alert—to not be
misled by the devil (Rom. 16:18; 1
Cor. 3:18; 2 Thess. 2:3).

Pa u l t o l d t h e E p h e s i a n s t h at ,
b e fo re their conve rs i o n , t h ey we re
“dead in trespasses and sins, in wh i ch
you once wa l ked according to the
c o u rse of this wo rl d, a c c o rding to the
p rince of the power of the air, t h e
s p i rit who now wo rks in the sons of
d i s o b e d i e n c e, among whom also we
all once conducted ours e l ves in the
lusts of our fl e s h , f u l filling the desire s
of the flesh and of the mind, and we re
by nat u re ch i l d ren of wrat h , just as
the others ” (Eph. 2:1-3).

What is that “spirit” that now
works in those who disobey God? It
is Satan’s spirit of lust, greed and
hatred. Satan’s spirit of envy, pride
and vanity. Satan’s spirit of rebel-
l i o n , disbelief in God and His
Word, and the exaltation of the self.
Satan’s spirit that would keep us
from worshiping, serving and faith-
fully obeying the Creator God.

This spirit or attitude perm e at e s
the entire wo rl d, i n fecting all areas 
of life : re l i gi o n , e d u c at i o n , p o l i t i c s ,
i n t e rp e rsonal re l at i o n s , e n t e rt a i n-
m e n t , the art s , s p o rt s , e t c. We often
hear of those wh o ’ve had stro n g
impulses to commit the most
heinous acts of rap e, m o l e s t ation or
mu rd e r. Wh at about those who “ h e a r
voices”? The serial “Son of Sam”
mu rd e rs o f 1 9 7 7 h ave re c e n t ly
re t u rn e d t o t h e p u bl i c ’s at t e n t i o n
because of a 1999 mov i e, Summer of

S a m ( wh i ch is n o t re c o m m e n d e d ) .
After terro rizing the city of New
Yo rk for months, the killer was fi n a l-
ly caught. And in his confe s s i o n , h e
admitted that Sam, his neighbor’s
d og, o rd e red him to commit the mu r-
d e rs! Remember, S atan is the pri n c e
of the “ p ower of the air.”

In order to better understand his
i n fluence over mankind, we can per-
h aps think of Satan using a gi ga n t i c
“ s p i ritual tra n s m i t t e r ” to bro a d c a s t
foul thoughts and attitudes round the
cl o ck . H i s s p i ri t u a l “ s u p e rs t at i o n ”
injects his evil attitudes into the
h e a rts and minds of eve ry human
being who does not find a way to
re s i s t or “tune out” the impulses. But
h ow can we resist this powe r f u l
b roadcast? It’s vital that we find out.
For unless we learn to reject Sat a n ’s
s o u l - d e s t roying at t i t u d e s , we will
n ever inherit the Kingdom of God.

L e t ’s look back to Sat a n ’s fi rs t
a dvances against the human race to
see more of his modus opera n d i .
After God had cre ated A d a m , H e
told him he could eat of all the tre e s
in the Garden of Eden ex c ept the
“ t ree of the know l e d ge of good and
ev i l .” Why not? Because if he did,
he would “ s u re ly die” (Gen. 2:17).
God then cre ated Eve to be A d a m ’s
helper (vv. 18-25). Even though Eve
k n ew she was fo r b i dden to eat fro m
this tre e, she allowed Satan to play
on her nat u ral curiosity—and then
succumbed to his deception. “ N ow
the serpent was more cunning than
a ny b e a s t . . . . A n d h e s a i d t o t h e
wo m a n , ‘Has God indeed said, “ Yo u
shall not eat of eve ry tree of the Gar-
d e n ? ” ’” (3:2). This was effe c t ive ly
twisting wh at God said—that they
could eat of eve ry tree ex c ept one.
E ve corrected the dev i l ’s misrep re-
s e n t at i o n , s ay i n g, “ We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the ga rd e n ;
but of the tree wh i ch is in the m i d s t
of the ga rden [that is, the fo r b i dd e n
t re e ] , God has said, ‘ You shall not



e at i t . . . lest you die’” ( v v. 2-4).
B u t S at a n cl eve rly c o u n t e re d

E ve ’s stat e m e n t , s ay i n g, “ You will
not sure ly die. For God knows that
in the day you eat of it your eye s
will be opened and you will be like
G o d, k n owing good and ev i l ” ( v v.
4-5). He thus appealed to Eve ’s va n -
i t y —her desire to become wise. Th e
d evil convinced her that God had
lied to her—so she took the fo r b i d-
den fruit. And Adam joined in her
s i n : “And Adam was not deceive d,
but the woman being deceive d, fe l l
i n t o t ra n s gr e s s i o n ” — a n d s h e
induced her husband into sinning
with her (1 Tim. 2:14). Eve actually
b e l i eved Sat a n ’s lies, but Adam 
d i d n ’t. Ye t , instead of fo l l owing his
c o nviction by refusing to listen to
h e r, he proved just how weak he
was by giving in. Sadly, their sin
would bring an ava l a n che of wo e
and misery upon themselves and all
their descendants (Rom. 5:5:12-21).

Soon afterwa rd, Adam and Eve
b egan to learn wh at the price of their
disobedience would be. In a fit of
jealous rage, their fi rs t b o rn son Cain
killed his brother Abel (Gen. 4:1-15).
As these fi rst parents of mankind no
doubt looked upon the lifeless fo rm
of their dead son, their grief mu s t
h ave been beyond wo rds. Th ey had
tuned in to Sat a n ’s spiritual wave-
length and accepted his lie that their
e ating of the fo r b i dden tree wo u l d n ’t
b ring suffe ring and death. But suffe r-
ing and death had arrive d !

E ver since the sin of Adam and
E ve, humanity as a whole has been
“tuned in” to Sat a n ’s wave l e n g t h .
Just how this gre at deceiver injects
his evil thoughts into our minds is
not known. But picture the gi a n t
t ransmitter again. Then think of yo u r
mind as a spiritual re c e iver (like a
radio) that can pick up his ev i l
impulses. Remember, h oweve r, t h at
whether we accept and act on the ev i l
thoughts and moods he injects into

our minds is up to us! We can either
a c c ept his evil impulses or tune him
out by resisting and rejecting them.

To d ay, s o m e o f S at a n ’s b e s t
tools for disseminating his sinful
thoughts and attitudes are the mass
m e d i a , p a rt i c u l a rly t e l ev i s i o n !
Though TV isn’t evil of itself, mu ch
of wh at ’s broadcast promotes Sat a n ’s
sinful nat u re. In A m e ri c a , for ex a m-
p l e, you could sit in front of a telev i-
sion set from morning to night and
see nothing but a constant stream of
anti-God ideas and concepts ab o u t
right and wro n g. Ye s , besides his
s p i ri t u a l b ro a d c a s t , S at a n , as the
“ god of this age ” (2 Cor. 4:4), is the
unseen director behind mu ch of
t o d ay ’s e l e c t ro n i c b ro a d c a s t i n g. So
we must all make sure to be care f u l
wh at we wat ch , since television is
one of Sat a n ’s most effe c t ive tools!

Winning the Battle

Though the “ fi rst man A d a m ”
failed utterly in his stru ggle with
S at a n , t h e “ l a s t A d a m ” — Je s u s
C h ri s t — would s u c c e e d in conquer-
ing the devil (1 Cor. 15:45; Mat t .
4:1-11). How? Befo re facing big
s p i ritual ch a l l e n ge s , C h rist fi rst p re -
p a re d Himself by fasting and praye r
( c f. Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12). “A n d
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the
d evil. And when He had fasted fo rt y
d ays and fo rty nights, a f t e r wa rd He
was hungry. Now when the tempter
came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the
Son of God, command that these
stones become bre a d ’” ( M att. 1:1-
3). He tried to provo ke Jesus by
using the wo rd “IF”! Yet the Son of
God stood His gro u n d, and quoted
the Bible to rebu ff him.

When the devil took Jesus up to a
high pinnacle of the temple, he ch a l-
l e n ged Him, “If you are the Son of
G o d, t h row Yo u rself down. For it is
w ri t t e n : ‘He shall give His ange l s

ch a rge concerning you... lest you dash
your foot against a stone’” ( v v. 5-6).
A ga i n , S atan tried to provo ke Chri s t
into self-ex a l t ation. Jesus shot back ,
“It is written aga i n , ‘ You shall not
tempt the LORD your God’” ( v. 7).
But the devil didn’t give up. Instead,
he took Christ “up on an ex c e e d i n g ly
high mountain, and showed Him all
the kingdoms of the wo rld and their
g l o ry. And he said to him, ‘All these
things I will give You if You will fa l l
d own and wo rship me’” ( v v. 8-9). Ye t
h ow d i d C h ri s t ove rc o m e t h e
tempter? By refusing to believe his
l i e s , by ri g h t ly quoting scri p t u re,
and by commanding, “Away with
yo u , S at a n ! For it is wri t t e n , ‘ Yo u
shall wo rship the LORD your God
and Him only you shall serve ’” ( v.
10). Satan knew he had been defe at-
e d : “ Then the devil left Him” ( v. 11).

C h ri s t ’s example of opposing
S atan cl e a rly shows us how we, t o o ,
can ove rcome him. Jesus fa s t e d a n d
p raye d b e fo re He met the devil. Th e n ,
when this arch e n e my tried to provo ke
w rong thoughts in Je s u s ’ m i n d, H e
was able to re s i s t them. The Ap o s t l e
James shows us that this is how we
can ove rcome Satan as we l l : “ Th e re-
fo re submit to God. Resist the dev i l
and he will flee from you. Draw near
to God and He will draw near to yo u ”
( James 4:7-8). Now we can’t success-
f u l ly resist Satan by our own power or
human devices. So befo re we can suc-
ceed in resisting the deceive r, we
must fi rst yield to God, submitting to
Him and His Wo rd, asking Him fo r
the added spiritual strength—the ve ry
s p i ritual arm o r —to enable us to re s i s t
and successfully ove rcome Sat a n ’s
“ fi e ry dart s ” (Eph. 4:10-18; Zech .
4:6). In this issue, The New Wo rl d
A h e a d examines the va rious pieces of
this arm o r, all of wh i ch are vital to
winning the war against ev i l .

One powerful tool Christ used in
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As we ’ ve seen, Paul concludes his letter to the Eph-
esians by ex h o rting all to put on the whole armor of God.
We must never forget that, as Chri s t i a n s, we are quite lit-
e rally at wa r.We are the advanced guard of the Kingdom
of God, we are behind enemy lines, and we are va s t l y
o u t nu m b e r e d . T h e r e fo r e, we need to be strong in the
might of the Lord, using eve ry defense and eve ry we a p o n
at our disposal. Our enemy, Satan, is the most cunning
and vicious of all enemies and we must not underesti-
mate him.To do so would be lethal.We are waging a spir-
itual war with stakes far higher than those of any prev i o u s
battle on eart h .

Paul describes the armor of God in terms of the
battle gear of the Roman legionnaire. The Roman
legions were stationed in many places throughout the
Roman Empire: west, in Bri t a i n ; n o rth, along the Ger-
man frontier; south, in Egypt and along North Afri c a ;
and east, in Syria, Palestine and along the borders of
the Pa rthian Empire. With legions so widely quart e r e d ,
almost eve ry citizen in the empire was familiar with the
sight and habits of these Roman soldiers. Their ubiqui-
tous presence would serve as a constant reminder of
vital spiritual truths we must never fo r g e t .

Paul tells us to stand having the belt of truth bu ck l e d
about our wa i s t . This belt was a ve ry important part of the
Roman gear, for from it hung the Roman short - sword and
to it was bu ckled the breastplate. If this belt was not
s e c u r e, the sword would fall to the ground and the breast-
plate would flop about, exposing the chest to an enemy
t h ru s t . Just so, Truth must be firmly secured about
u s—from it hangs the sword of the Spirit, and to it is
attached the breastplate of the righteousness we have
from God. If we loose the Truth, we drop the sword and
lose God’s ri g h t e o u s n e s s, exposing us to mortal bl ow s.

The legionnaire’s breastplate was made of ham-
mered iron or bra s s. Just as the breastplate served to pro-
tect the vital organs of the wa r ri o r, even so the Chri s t i a n
breastplate of righteousness serves to protect our spiri t u-
al vitality. While we possess this ri g h t e o u s n e s s, and act
according to it, our spiritual life is secure. Frequently the
l e g i o n n a i r e ’s breastplate was decora t i vely orn a m e n t e d ,
enhancing the soldier’s appeara n c e. In a similar manner,
the righteousness of God should richly ornament our con-
duct, being evident to anyone who looks upon us.

The Roman legionnaire’s feet were shod with tough
and dura ble leather boots. S t rapped to the shin and
attached to the top front of the boots were thin but ru g g e d
metal gr e ave s, which protected the lower legs from
a s s a u l t . Our feet should be shod with the gospel of
p e a c e—that is, the reconciliation we have with God
through Christ, living the way of peace now through obe-
dience to God’s commandments, and the hope of wo rl d
peace that Christ will bring about when He establ i s h e s
the Kingdom of God on eart h . The legionnaire’s boot
could take a lot of abuse and still not give out—and, in

l i ke manner, the peace we now enjoy with God and the
hope of future wo rld peace should enable us to endure
much abuse and not give out. M o r e ove r, our spiritual legs
should be protected by this peace and hope, ensuri n g
that we will never have our feet “cut out from under us.”

Above all, Paul says, take up the shield of faith.
Faith—a belief in and trusting reliance upon God—is
our greatest defensive implement. Life is full of uncer-
tainties and trials. Faith provides the cover we need.
With it we are able to defend ourselves against the tri-
als we will endure, and even the direct assaults of
Satan.Moreover, our faith can grow—and in that regard
we have a shield that can become larger and larger. At
first the shield might be small, providing only a little pro-
tection. But with attention and care, we can develop
that shield into a full-body cover, something under
which we may take refuge when Satan is furiously
beating away at us.

The next piece of the armor Paul mentions is the hel-
met of salva t i o n .The helmet covered the head and prov i d-
ed protection against bl ows that would disorient the wa r-
ri o r. Just so, our knowledge of salvation—what it actually
m e a n s, how we achieve it, what Christ has done for us,
and what we need to do—can keep us safe from disori-
enting bl ow s. This knowledge is vital. Without it, one bl ow
could knock us senseless. And a disoriented wa r rior is
easily defeated, no matter how well equipped he may be.

Having all this gear, the final piece is the sword of
the Spirit, the Word of God. That is our only offensive
weapon. Knowing what God’s Word says allows us to
make advances, to conquer, to become victorious over
our enemy, Satan, and the work he has done in our
human nature.The Word of God teaches us how to war,
how to strike, what the weaknesses of the enemy are,
and how to hold the ground we take. The sword of the
Spirit is an indispensable part of our battle gear, and
we must become expert at its use.

F i n a l l y, we should notice that none of the armor of
God covers our back s i d e. C h ristianity is an offe n s i ve
wa r. We are not to turn tail and ru n ; if we do so, we are
completely exposed to our enemy. Instead, God wa n t s
us constantly advancing, constantly taking terri t o ry,
constantly slashing with the sword, fending off bl ow s
with the shield, confident in the protection of the ri g h t-
eousness of faith, sure-footed, always able to endure,
h aving all our wits and senses fully engaged in the bat-
t l e. We have eve ry reason to be so, for we have a Cap-
tain who has already conquered, who is Supreme ove r
all, and who is our constant Companion in the fight!
M o r e ove r, we are empowered with the greatest power in
the universe—the Spirit of God, which enlivens us and
fills us with power and a sound mind. With such sure
means at our disposal, what boldness we may have !

—David E. Medici
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he earliest soldiers we have written records of are
the ancient Sumerians. They wore helmets. Soldiers

in the Bible, such as Goliath (1 Sam. 17:5) and King
Saul (v. 38), are also described as wearing helmets. In
fact, the helmet is universal in the history of arms. In
ancient times, i n d ividual soldiers carried diffe re n t
weapons to attack the enemy—sword, sling, spear or
bow. But they virtually all wore helmets.

D own through the centuri e s , helmets have saved many
l ives. Usually made of metal or heavy leather cove red with
metal plat e s , the helmet served to deflect bl ows from the
e n e my that would have injured the head—bl ows that
would otherwise have proven fatal. The need for the hel-
met is obvious to anyone who observes modern - d ay sol-
d i e rs or happens to see movies or depictions of battles of
p revious periods in history. And so it was in Roman times,
when the Apostle Paul told Christians to wear a “helmet of
s a l vat i o n ” as part of the armor of God (Eph. 6:17).

Yet Paul may have had something else in mind too.
B eyond vital protection for the head, helmets served other
p u rposes in ancient times as well. For ex a m p l e, in cl o s e
c o m b at it was necessary to know who among the jumbl e d
mass of swo rd fighting in front of you was your enemy —
and who was your compat riot. Th e re fo re, just like uni-
fo rms in modern sports ga m e s , a rmor had to be necessari-
ly distinct. And helmets—plumed, d e c o rat ive and usually
v i s i ble ab ove the fray — s e rved best for such identifi c at i o n .
F u rt h e rm o re, l i ke the ancient Greeks befo re them, m a ny
Roman soldiers decorated their helmets with devo t i o n a l
rep re s e n t ations of the deities in whom they tru s t e d. Th e
s o l d i e rs ’ HOPE was in these gods—to protect them and
ke ep them safe in bat t l e. It is this author’s opinion that
Pa u l , l i ke ly knowing that this fact would not have escap e d

by Rex I. Sexton
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the notice of his audience, could have been drawing an
object lesson thereby, as will be show n .

Moreover, versed in Scripture, Paul’s audience was
probably familiar with the reference to God’s own
“helmet of salvation” mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah
(Is. 59:17). In his prophecy, Isaiah writes of the return-
ing Messiah during the Day of the Lord. He also will
be wearing, in a figurative sense, a helmet of salvation.
But what does this mean for Christians? How should
we understand and apply Paul’s directive to put on, or
cover our head with, the helmet of salvation?

The Greatest Dange r

Jesus Christ promised that He would never leave
us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5). His last promise was that
He would be with His followers always, even to the
end of this age (Matt. 28:20). In realizing that we are
called to “endure all things” (2 Tim. 2:10) and “endure
to the end” in order to be saved (cf. Matt. 24:13), we
must never forget that the world we now live in is only
physical and temporary. In this physical life, everyone
will suffer some hardship and problems before they
die. Christians also can be subject to persecution and
torment by those thinking they are doing God service.

But the gre at danger for Christians is not that of being
h u rt phy s i c a l ly. The danger we face is that of being sep a-
rated from God by our own sin. In fa c t , nothing that o t h -
e rs do to us can ultimat e ly harm us! Nothing that is done
t o us can cause us permanent injury! We should never fo r-
get this important lesson that Paul learned and re c o rd e d
for us: “ For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, n o r
a n gels nor principalities nor powe rs , nor things pre s e n t
nor things to come, nor height nor dep t h , nor any other
c re ated thing, shall be able to sep a rate us from the love of
God wh i ch is in Christ Jesus our Lord ” (Rom. 8:38-39).
O n ly one thing can sep a rate us from God—SIN! God
explained this cl e a rly centuries befo re Jesus Christ wa s
b o rn : “ Your i n i q u i t i e s h ave sep a rated you from your God;
and your s i n s h ave hidden His face from yo u , so that He
will not hear” (Is. 59:2). And that means that all of
humanity has been sep a rated from God—since “all have

s i n n e d ” (Rom. 3:23). More ove r, all of humanity has
been c o n d e m n e d, because “the wages of sin is

d e at h ” (6:23). So in order to be reconciled to God,
to avoid the second death and to re c e ive salvat i o n ,

we must have our sins re m ove d. One of the fi rst step s
to re c e iving salvation is to understand that our sins have
built a wall between us and our Cre at o r — l e aving us
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1) and utterly unabl e
to save ours e l ves! Paul goes on to explain that “ we all

once conducted ours e l ves in the
lusts of our fl e s h , f u l filling the
d e s i res of the flesh and of the
m i n d, and we re by nat u re ch i l-
d ren of wrat h ” ( v. 3). But fro m
the ve ry begi n n i n g, the Cre at o r
had a plan to save men fro m
their sins! “ For God so loved the
wo rld that He gave His only
b ego t t e n S o n , t h at wh o eve r
b e l i eves in Him should not
p e rish but have eve rl a s t i n g
l i fe ” ( John 3:16).

Paul goes to gre at lengths
to explain that salvation is not
p o s s i ble without the sacri fi c e
of Jesus Christ fi rst reconciling us to God. It is only then
t h at we re c e ive the Holy Spiri t , t h rough wh i ch Christ live s
within us—leading us to ultimate salvation (Rom. 5:9-10).
Peter described the process we must all go through this
way : “ R ep e n t , and let eve ry one of you be bap t i zed in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and yo u
shall re c e ive the gift of the Holy Spiri t ” (Acts 2:38). Ye t
these fi rst steps of rep e n t a n c e — i . e. actually t u rning fro m
s i n — a c c epting Jesus Chri s t ’s payment of the death penal-
ty in our stead and being bap t i zed are just the b egi n n i n g o f
the journ ey towa rds salvation. The re m a i n d e r of the jour-
n ey invo l ves living a life of obedience to God’s com-
mandments and laws and drawing closer to Him thro u g h
the power of God’s Spiri t .

It is on this lifelong journ ey that eve ry Chri s t i a n
must always be we a ring the “helmet of salvat i o n .” Fo r
the journ ey we are on is one of constant bat t l e. This bat-
t l e, h oweve r, is not visibl e. It takes place inside our heart s
and minds (see Raymond McNair’s art i cl e, “ The Bat t l e
for Your Mind,” b eginning on page 4). Most new ly con-
ve rted Christians start out with the goal of walking the
p ath of yielded obedience to God all the way to the wo n-
derful salvation He has pro m i s e d. Howeve r, it is ve ry sad
but somewh e re along the way a number of people make
a d i ffe re n t choice—to n eg l e c t s a l vat i o n .

C h rist fo retold that this would happen in the parabl e
of the sower in Mat t h ew 13: “ N ow he who re c e ived seed
among the thorns is he who hears the wo rd, and the
c a res of this wo rld and the deceitfulness of ri ches ch o ke
the wo rd, and he becomes unfru i t f u l ” ( v. 22). Many
C h ristians begin with a high hand and mu ch enthusiasm
for fo l l owing God—only to grow we a ry or simply die a
s l ow spiritual death through neglect. God’s Wo rd wa rn s
us not to fall into this terri ble pre d i c a m e n t : “ We mu s t
give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard,
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lest we drift away. For if the wo rd spoken through ange l s
p roved steadfa s t , and eve ry tra n s gression and disobedi-
ence re c e ived a just rewa rd, h ow shall we escape if we
n eglect so gre at a salvat i o n . . . ? ” ( H eb. 2:1-3).

In the spiritual battle Christians are engaged in,
neglecting what God has called us to—if not stopped
in time—will result in a mortal wound to the “head,”
i.e. to our mind and spirit. For ultimately forsaking
God means eternal death (6:4-8; 10:26-31). So, to pro-
tect us from this “head wound,” we need armor for the
head—we need the helmet of salvation.

Mind on Things Abov e

In securing our minds against Satan and the cares
of this world, Paul tells us what our focus should be:
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hid-
den with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory”
(Col. 3:1-4)—the actual glory of God!

In 1 Thessalonians 5:8, Paul more specifi c a l ly re fe rs
to the helmet we must put on when he tells us to put on
“as a helmet the HOPE of salvat i o n .” C o n c e rning our
f u t u re glory, the Apostle John say s , “ B e l ove d, n ow we
a re ch i l d ren of God; and it has not yet been reve a l e d
wh at we shall be, but we know that when He is reve a l e d,
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. A n d
eve ryone who has this HOPE in Him puri fies himself,
just as He is pure ” (1 John 3:2-3). Indeed, t h at h o p e w i l l
i n s p i re us to confo rm our lives to His!

In order to win the spiritual battle we are in, we
must never lose sight of the reason God called us—the
hope of salvation! It is the assurance of salvation that
gives the fo l l ower of Jesus Christ the vision and deter-
m i n ation to fight the daily battle against Satan and his
d evices. We must never lose our focus on salvation if we
a re to endure to the end and win the race as Paul did.

The men and women who have tro dden the path to
s a l vation befo re us have had to endure gre at affl i c t i o n s
and hardship in order to obey God. It is amazing to under-
stand that not one of them has yet re c e ived the pro m i s e s
t h at God has in store for them (Heb. 11:39). Th ey all died
with one thing—HOPE. Th ey had hope in God’s pro m i s-
es. Th ey had hope in God’s future Kingdom. Th ey had
hope in the sacri fice of Jesus Chri s t , wh i ch makes salva-
tion possibl e. Th ey had the hope of the fi rst re s u rre c t i o n .

G o d ’s Wo rd gives us many examples of how others
h ave wo rn their “helmet of salvat i o n .” A b ra h a m , t h e

“ father of the fa i t h f u l ,” kept constantly in his mind a
vision of the New Je rusalem. Can you fo l l ow this ex a m-
p l e : “ For he was looking fo r wa rd to the city with fo u n-
d at i o n s , whose architect and builder is God” ( H eb. 11:10
NIV)? This was an example set for us by a man wh o
l ived in a tent in the desert! How did he do it? If we fo c u s
d a i ly on the incre d i ble future that awaits us, then any
p ro blem or trial of this physical life can be put in its pro p-
er pers p e c t ive. Paul reminds us that “the suffe rings of this
p resent time are not wo rt hy to be compared with the
g l o ry wh i ch shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).

It is so human and normal for us to become bogge d
d own in the tri a l s , p ro blems and difficulties of this
p hysical life. It re q u i res God’s help to ke ep our minds
focused on the big picture —the coming Kingdom of
G o d, wh i ch will rule over all the earth. When that time
c o m e s , all of the previous 6,000 ye a rs of mankind liv-
ing Sat a n ’s way will be all but fo rgotten. Te a rs will be
wiped away and eve ryone will live an abundant life
a c c o rding to God’s laws (Is. 11). Just thinking of that
wonderful time and how we can share in Chri s t ’s thro n e
to bring it about (Rev. 3:21) is one way to be constant-
ly we a ring your “helmet of salvat i o n .”

The night Jesus was betrayed was a time of gre at
t rial and confusion for His disciples. Right befo re they
faced these eve n t s , He admonished them to focus on the
place He would be prep a ring for them: “Do not be wo r-
ried and upset.... Believe in God and believe also in me.
Th e re are many rooms in my Fat h e r ’s house, and I am
going to prep a re a place for you. I would not tell you this
if it we re not so. And after I go and prep a re a place fo r
yo u , I will come back and take you to my s e l f, so that yo u
will be wh e re I am” ( John 14:1-3 To d ay ’s English Ve r-
sion). How mu ch time do we spend studying about and
re flecting upon the place that Jesus is prep a ring for us?
This hope and vision stayed with the disciples as they
c a rried out the commission Christ gave to them. Until
t h ey died, these men served God and never lost hope—
and all but perhaps one suffe red violent mart y rdom at the
hands of evil men! Yet they died with their helmets on!

We must not lose hope either. Christ will “present
[us] holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His
sight—IF indeed [we] continue in the faith, grounded
and steadfast, and are not moved away from the HOPE
of the gospel” (Col. 1:22-23). And for that, we need the
helmet of salvation. We must always keep the prize of
God’s calling (Phil. 3:14)—the Kingdom of God,
being part of God’s Family for all eternity—foremost
in our mind and thoughts. And then, just as those who

continued on page 17
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the fo l l owe rs of Jesus Christ the Son
of God, a re called to ri g h t e o u s n e s s .
I n d e e d, i n wh at h a s t ra d i t i o n a l ly
become known as the “ S e rmon on
the Mount,” Jesus delive red our pri-
m a ry mission stat e m e n t : “Seek fi rs t
the kingdom of God and His ri g h t -
e o u s n e s s ” ( M att. 6:33). Earlier in
this same serm o n , in the pre a m ble to
wh at has ultimat e ly emerged as the
C h ristian “ c o n s t i t u t i o n ,” d e l i n e at i n g
p rinciples by wh i ch His chosen fo l-
l owe rs should live, C h rist empha-
s i zed wh at God tru ly expected of
b e l i eve rs in contrast to the standard
set by the re l i gious ort h o d oxy of that
d ay. He said, “Unless your ri g h t-
eousness exceeds the ri g h t e o u s n e s s
of the scribes and Phari s e e s , yo u
will by no means enter the kingdom
of heave n ” (5:20). Furt h e rm o re, t h e
Apostle Paul later explained that in

b e i n g o u t fi t t e d w i t h t h e s p i ri t u a l
“ a rmor of God,” C h ristians are to
h ave “ p u t o n t h e b re a s t p l at e o f
ri g h t e o u s n e s s ” (Eph. 6:14).

B u t , we mu s t fi rs t a s k , j u s t
what exactly IS righteousness?

Let it be stated up front that
real righteousness, as required for
salvation, is something totally dif-
ferent than what most people think
of and accept as righteousness. For
like most other commodities, when
it comes to righteousness, there are
counterfeits. As we will see, human
beings, aided and abetted by the
“god of this age” (cf. 2 Cor. 4:4),
have devised a hollow substitute,
which has deluded and deceived the
masses of humanity to this day.

But we look fi rst at t ru e ri g h t-
eousness. The ge nuine art i cl e, wh i ch
we might call “ ge nuine ri g h t e o u s-
n e s s ”—although there is re a l ly only
one kind—sits in stark contrast to its

ch e ap counterp a rt , foisted onto the
p ro fessing Christian wo rld by Sat a n
and his ministers (cf. 2 Cor. 11:15).
It is this ge nuine art i cle to wh i ch all
t rue Christians must aspire if they
a re to respond to the clear teach i n g s
of the Savior of all mankind in ord e r
to re c e ive the c row n of ri g h t e o u s-
ness that His death and re s u rre c t i o n
has made possibl e.

A ga i n , t h o u g h , j u s t wh at I S
ri g h t e o u s n e s s ? A s C h ri s t i a n s o l-
diers, we must know the answer—
in order to fulfill the very purpose
of God in our lives.

Right with God

In order to understand just what
re a l ri g h t e o u s n e s s i s , we mu s t
know where to look for information
about it and the origin of its princi-
ples. Of course, any definitive con-
s i d e rat i o n o f t h e m at t e r h a s t o

TRUE CHRISTIANS,
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restrict its deliberations to those
contained in God’s inspired Word,
giving special consideration to
those laid down by the example or
teaching of Jesus Christ Himself.
God has not left us in ignorance,
but we need to diligently search out
the details of wh at is invo l ve d,
“rightly dividing the word of truth”
(cf. 2 Tim. 2:15).

A s t h e wo rd i t s e l f s u gge s t s ,
righteousness is the essence of
being or doing “right” in the eyes of
God, of choosing good over evil,

which epitomizes the intention of
God’s great plan of salvation for
mankind. Interestingly, in the origi-
nal Hebrew of the Old Testament as
well as the original Greek of the
New Testament, the words translat-
ed “right” and “righteous,” as well
as “just” and “justified,” have the
root meaning of “lined up strait.”
The sense conveyed here is that of
being in perfect alignment with
God and His way.

We can see this even more cl e a r-
ly when we look at the Bibl e ’s dire c t
d e finition of righteousness. A n c i e n t
I s ra e l ’s King David stated it plainly
in a psalm to God: “All Your com-
mandments are ri g h t e o u s n e s s ”
(Ps. 119:172). So, in order to be in
right standing with God, we must be
ke eping His law. Indeed, this is the
m e s s age of the whole Bibl e. Je s u s
Himself even said, “If you want to
enter into life, ke ep the command -
m e n t s ” ( M att. 19:17).

Ye t s o m e t h i n k t h a t Je s u s
taught only a message of “love”—
abrogating former requirements to

obey God. But Jesus clearly did not
do away with God’s law, as many
today maintain. Indeed, in 1 John
5:3 the love of God is defined as the
ke eping of His commandments.
Moreover, Jesus prefaced His com-
m e n t ab o u t ex c e e d i n g t h e ri g h t-
eousness of the scribes and Phar-
isees (Matt. 5:20) with these words:
“Do not think that I came to destroy
the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy but to fulfill. For
assuredly, I say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, one jot or one

tittle will by no means pass from
the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever
therefore breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least [by
those] in the kingdom of heaven;
bu t wh o eve r d o e s a n d t e a ch e s
them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven” (vv. 17-19).

Yet some consider ritual obser-
vance of the letter of the law to fulfi l l
the re q u i rement of righteousness God
has given us. Howeve r, in telling us to
o b ey His commandments, God had
far more in mind. In the Sermon on
t h e M o u n t , Je s u s s p e l l e d o u t ,
u n e q u ivo c a l ly, the “ m ag n i fi c at i o n ”o f
the law of God that His ministry wa s
to teach and demonstrate (cf. Is.
42:21). He came to show us the s p i r -
i t of the law — t h at is, the broad mean-
ing God actually i n t e n d e d by giv i n g
p a rticular commands.

Notice Christ’s explanation of
the sixth commandment aga i n s t
murder: “You have heard that it was
said to those of old, ‘You shall not
murder, and whoever murders will

be in danger of the judgment.’ But I
say to you that whoever is angry
with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment.
A n d wh o eve r s ay s . . . ‘ Yo u fo o l ! ’
s h a l l b e i n d a n ge r o f h e l l fi re ”
(Matt. 5:21-22). Thus, Christ was
showing God’s law to be even more
binding than had been thought pre-
viously. For not only did He forbid
overt actions, but even the thoughts
that lead to them.

A n o t h e r ex a m p l e , wh i c h
immediately follows in Matthew, is
that of the seventh commandment
against adultery. Jesus says, “You
have heard that it was said to those
of old, ‘You shall not commit adul-
tery.’ But I say to you that whoever
looks at a woman to lust for her has
a l re a dy committed adultery with
h e r i n h i s h e a rt ” ( v v. 2 7 - 2 8 ) .
Again, the commandment is broken
by thoughts—it is violated in the
heart. And the “heart”—that is, the
s e at o f e m o t i o n a n d fe e l i n g — i s
where we are to KEEP God’s law.
That is the very purpose of the New
C ove n a n t , t h e t e rm s o f wh i ch
C h ri s t i a n s p a rt a ke o f n ow. I n
describing it, God says, “For this is
the covenant that I will make... I
will put My laws in their mind and
write them on their hearts” (Heb.
8:10; cf. Jer. 31:33).

I n t h i s way, “ t h e ri g h t e o u s
re q u i re m e n t o f t h e l aw m i g h t b e
fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4). A little
later, we will look more at the need
for God’s Spirit. But first, a caution
about a ditch many fall into.

B eware S e l f -R i g h t e o u s n e s s

As simple as it sounds, the actu-
al ach i evement of ge nuine ri g h t e o u s-
ness is beyond man’s nat u ral ab i l i t y.
G o d ’s Wo rd say s , “ The carnal [fl e s h-
ly] mind is enmity against God; for it

Ancient Israel’s King David stated it plainly in a psalm 
to God: “All Your commandments are righteousness” 
(Ps. 119:172). So, in order to be in right standing with 

God, we must be keeping His law. Indeed, this is the 
message of the whole Bible.
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is not subject to the law of God, n o r
indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). Indeed,
S c ri p t u re tells us that “ t h e re is none
ri g h t e o u s , n o , not one; there is none
who understands; there is none wh o
seeks after God” (3:10-11). In all of
human history, o n ly Jesus Chri s t
l ived a perfe c t ly righteous life. A n d
this was only possible because He
had the Holy Spirit without measure
f rom conception. For as we will see,
o n ly with God’s help—indeed, w i t h
His own righteousness—can we eve r
a s p i re to ge nuine righteousness in
our own live s .

Ye t , a s h a s b e e n m e n t i o n e d,
t h e re is a counterfeit of the ge nu i n e
a rt i cle that Satan has foisted onto the
wo rl d. An effo rt to attain ri g h t e o u s-
ness without total and complete
reliance on God’s help, it is known as
s e l f -ri g h t e o u s n e s s — o r, a s G o d ’s
Wo rd labels such effo rt s , “ o u r ri g h t-
e o u s n e s s e s .” The Prophet Isaiah
w ri t e s , “ B u t we a re a l l l i ke a n
u n clean thing, and all OUR ri g h t-
eousnesses are like fi l t hy rag s ” ( I s .
64:6). The prophet was descri b i n g
the people of ancient Israel perfe c t ly.
Their main pro blem was that of try-
ing to attain righteousness by mere
h u m a n e ff o rt . Pa u l ex p l a i n s ,
“ B re t h re n , my h e a rt ’s d e s i re a n d
p rayer to God for Israel is that they
m ay be save d. For I bear them wit-
ness that they have a zeal for God,
but not according to know l e d ge. Fo r
t h ey being ignorant of G o d ’s ri g h t-
e o u s n e s s , and seeking to establ i s h
t h e i r ow n ri g h t e o u s n e s s , h ave n o t
s u b m i t t e d t o t h e ri g h t e o u s n e s s o f
G o d ” (Rom. 10:1-3).

This pro blem came out wo rs t
a m o n g t h e re l i gi o u s l e a d e rs o f
C h ri s t ’s day. The hy p o c risy that He
so ve h e m e n t ly opposed among the
P h a risees and re l i gious bigots wa s
the self-righteous ke eping of the let-
ter of the law from an inhere n t ly
judgmental and self-exalting view-
point (cf. Matt. 23). More ove r, C h ri s t

blasted them for coming up with a
s t ri c t — even ludicrous—list of reg u-
l ations for people to obey that ra n
d i re c t ly counter to the intent of God’s
commandments (cf. 15:1-9). Indeed,
this seems to be one of the wo rs t
examples of Sat a n ’s counterfeit ri g h t-
eousness there has ever been. And it
is ab s o l u t e ly incumbent upon us to
m a ke sure we avoid it (v. 14).

As the pat ri a rch Job came to see
( Job 42:5-6), the perfection of God’s
righteousness is far beyond any t h i n g
we will ever attain in this flesh (cf. 1
John 1:8, 10). Ye t , with God’s help,
we can begin the journ ey towa rd the
p e r fect righteousness He offe rs —
and begin living by it in incre a s i n g
d egrees even today. But how ?

O n ly from God

A s t ru e C h ri s t i a n s , we mu s t
l e a rn the lesson of looking to God
rather than ours e l ves as the author
of our salvation. God is the One
who provides us with the power to
e n able us to meet His re q u i re m e n t s

o f o b e d i e n c e a n d t e n a c i t y. Th at
p ower is His Holy Spirit. Remem-
ber that love is defined as the ke ep-
ing of God’s commandments? We l l
t h at love is “ p o u red into our heart s
BY the Holy Spiri t ” (Rom. 5:5).
I n d e e d, l ove is the pri m a ry aspect of
the fruit of God’s Spirit (Gal. 5:22-
23). A n d, as Acts 2:38 ex p l a i n s , t h e
H o ly Spirit is given upon rep e n-
t a n c e, i . e. turning back to obey i n g
God (5:32), and the outwa rd symbol
o f b ap t i s m . Th u s , ri g h t e o u s n e s s ,
l i ke the elements it comes thro u g h ,

is a gift from God Himself.
A n o t h e r p a rt o f t h e f ru i t o f

G o d ’s Spirit is faith (Gal. 5:22-23
KJV)—an essential element in mak-
ing ge nuine righteousness possibl e.
Remember that no one is tru ly ri g h t-
eous on his or her own merits. Fo r,
with the ex c eption of Chri s t , we
h ave all sinned (Rom. 3:23). And no
amount of future obedience to God’s
l aw will negate the past d i so b e d i-
ence of wh i ch we have all been
g u i l t y. Being decl a red righteous is
o n ly possible through the shed bl o o d
of Jesus Christ. He paid the penalty
for sin in our place so that our slat e
could be wiped cl e a n , so to speak.
Yet we must a c c ep t this sacri fi c e,
h av i n g fa i t h i n t h e a t o n e m e n t
o ffe red through it, in order for it to
a c t u a l ly be applied to us. We are
then counted righteous befo re God.
But it does not end there. For we
mu s t c o n t i nu e i n ri g h t e o u s n e s s —
wh i ch , aga i n , i s o n ly p o s s i bl e
t h rough faith. As Paul ex p l a i n e d, t h e
l aw is e s t abl i s h e d by faith (Rom.
3 : 3 1 ) — t h at is, t h rough faith it is

n ow actually possible to obey God
as an ex p ression of true love. Fo r
fa i t h , i . e. the faith we re c e ive fro m
G o d ’s Holy Spiri t , e m p owe rs us to
ove rcome sin (1 John 5:4). This is
the path to ge nuine ri g h t e o u s n e s s .

A s we ’ve s e e n , Pa u l wa s
inspired, in characterizing the vari-
ous facets of a Christian’s spiritual
armor, to picture righteousness as a
“breastplate.” Indeed, God inspired
the same imagery in the book of

continued on page 30

As true Christians, we must learn the lesson of looking to
God rather than ourselves as the author of our salvation.
God is the One who provides us with the power to enable
us to meet His re q u i rements of obedience and tenacity.
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he hat e f u l , e nvious re l i gious leaders had Je s u s
C h ri s t b ro u g h t b e fo re Po n t i u s P i l at e, t h e
Roman gove rn o r, for execution. But Pilat e

was surp ri s i n g ly stubb o rn , quite to the ch agrin of
Je s u s ’ a c c u s e rs. So they became more ve h e m e n t
and outspoken. Pilat e, s o m ewh at intimated by
t h e m , called Jesus and asked Him whether He wa s
indeed the King of the Jews. This time Chri s t , wh o
had been virt u a l ly silent so far throughout these
i l l egal pro c e e d i n g s , did answe r, “ You ri g h t ly say
t h at I am a king. For this cause I was born , and fo r
this cause I have come into the wo rl d, t h at I should
bear witness to the tru t h ” ( John 18:37). Pilat e ’s
response is telling—and disap p o i n t i n g. “ Wh at is
t ru t h ? ” he asked (v. 38). And yet a nu m b e r of peo-
ple have posed this same question throughout the
ages. Most, h oweve r, d o n ’t seem to know and,
u n fo rt u n at e ly, m a ny don’t seem to even care.

But if we want to be Christ’s disciples, we
have to know, and we have to care. Since Christ
bore witness to the Truth, so must we. And to do
so, we must first know what Truth is. Jesus Him-
self stated that God’s Word is Truth (17:17). And
this Word has come down to us in the form of the
Holy Bible. Thus, everything written in Scripture
is true. Christ, the living Word of God (John 1:1;
Rev. 19:13), is “the way, the truth, and the life”
(John 14:6). However, far too often, man has
rejected God’s Truth and replaced it with his own
imaginations (Rom. 1:18-23). Man’s concept of
“truth” is many times in error and detrimentally
opposite to right knowledge. In fact, man’s wis-
dom often prevents him from arriving at the cor-
rect understanding of God and His Word (1 Cor.
1:21; 2:6-8; 3:18-19).

Yet with God’s help, we can understand. And
indeed, it is our duty to study God’s Word to come
to know the Truth of God. Paul admonished the
Evangelist Timothy, “Earnestly study to show
yourself approved to God, a workman unashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15
J.P. Green’s Literal Translation). Of course, this
admonition was not meant for Timothy alone. We
must all take it to heart—even passing God’s valu-
able Truth on to others as the need arises. Howev-
er, the best way to pass this Truth on is not always
in what we say.

You see, it is not enough to just “know” the
Truth on an intellectual basis. Rather, we must
really have a desire to put into practice what we
learn. Christ tells us in John 7:17, “If anyone

T
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WILLS to DO His will, he shall know concerning the
doctrine, whether it is from God” and, therefore,
whether it is true or not. So in order to gain total free-
dom from error, we must be willing to—and actually—
live God’s Truth. Christ told His disciples that they
would know the Truth and that the Truth would set
them free (John 8:32)—IF they would abide in, i.e.
continue to live and practice, God’s Word (v. 31).

Children of Light

The Apostle Paul makes it ve ry clear that we mu s t
be “ cl o t h e d ” or “ a rm e d ” with God’s Truth. We have to
“ we a r ” it constantly. Discussing the armor of God in
Ephesians 6:14, Paul wri t e s , “Stand there fo re, h av i n g
gi rded your wa i s t with tru t h ” — t h at is, as a gi rdle or belt.

Jesus used a similar metaphor in Luke 12, t e l l i n g
His disciples, “Let your waist be gi rd e d and your lamps
bu rning; and you yo u rs e l ves be like men who wait fo r
their master, when he will re t u rn from the we dd i n g, t h at
when he comes and knock s , t h ey may open to him
i m m e d i at e ly. Blessed are those servants whom the mas-
t e r, when he comes, will find wat ch i n g.... Who then is
t h at faithful and wise stewa rd, whom his master will
m a ke ruler of his household, to give them their port i o n
of food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his
master will find so doing when he comes” ( v v. 35-43).

Putting these admonitions together, it should be
clear that, for our waist to be girded with Truth, we
must continually be living the way of Truth (Ps.
119:30). And we thereby set an example for others to
perhaps do likewise. Indeed, that’s part of Jesus’
i n s t ruction that our lamps be kept bu rn i n g. Th i s
includes shining as lights to those who are in darkness
(Rom. 2:19). Our blameless conduct will identify us as
children of God, giving light to others in this crooked
and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15). We are to “walk”
as children of light (Eph. 5:8) by doing good works,
serving others (Matt. 5:14-16). To accomplish this, we
must put on the “armor of light” (Rom. 13:12), of
which Truth is a part. And this means walking proper -
ly, as in the daylight (v. 13)—according to the light of
God’s Word (Ps. 119:105).

Our Christian “walk” is all about how we live our
lives. The Apostle Peter said, “Therefore gird up the
loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully
upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ, as obedient children, not con-
forming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your igno-
rance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be
holy in all your conduct.... Since you have purified

your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervent-
ly with a pure heart” (1 Peter 1:13-22).

Peter makes it very clear that being properly gird -
ed means being obedient to the Truth. God’s children
do not live a life of practicing lies. The Bible tells us
plainly that only those who do God’s commandments
will enter the New Jerusalem. Those who love and
practice lies will not be permitted there (Rev. 22:14-
15). We must realize that Truth and lies are incompati-
ble—indeed, they are diametric opposites. That’s why
Pa u l , in his letter to the Ephesians, c o m m a n d e d,
“Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you
speak truth with his neighbor’” (4:25).

The incompatibility of Truth and lies is something
we should know quite well. So said the Apostle John:
“I have not written to you because you do not know the
truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the
truth” (1 John 2:21). Why? Because God is a God of
Truth, who cannot lie (Deut. 32:4; Titus 1:2). If we say
anything contrary to the Truth, if we “color” the truth
somewhat, if we tell “white” lies, we break God’s
Word and are, in fact, engaging in lying.

Of course, more is involved than just telling the
truth and refraining from telling lies, as we’ve seen. It
also involves our conduct. For example, if we make a
promise and then refuse to do what we promised, we
become, in effect, a liar (cf. Num. 30:2; Deut. 23:21-
23; Ps. 15:1-5; 66:13-14; Prov. 20:25; Prov. 25:14;
Eccl. 5:2-6).

Remember wh at Peter said—that we, as “ o b e d i e n t
ch i l d re n ,” cannot continue fulfilling our fo rmer lusts of
the flesh. If we do, we do not p ra c t i c e the Truth. Rat h e r,
we then walk in the way of, and thus live in, e rror (2
Peter 2:18). E ve ry way contra ry to G o d ’s way of life is
in error—a lie. For ex a m p l e, S c ri p t u re explains that the
p rophet Balaam, who was gre e dy for money, wa l ked in
e rro r ( Jude 11). We must be able to discern between the
s p i rit of Truth and the spirit of error (cf. 1 John 4:6).

When we walk in Truth and ri g h t e o u s n e s s , G o d
can and will use us as His instruments. Many times,
just by providing a good ex a m p l e, we can “ t u rn a sin-
ner from the error of his way ” and “ s ave a soul fro m
d e at h ” ( James 5:20). This means, t h e n , t h at our con-
duct must be right and true—it cannot consist of
actions of wh i ch we would be ashamed should they be
exposed by the light of day. Notice John 3:21 in this
rega rd : “But he who does the truth comes to the light,
t h at his deeds may be cl e a rly seen, t h at they have been
done in God.” We, h aving been puri fi e d, a re to wa l k i n
the way of Tru t h .
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The verse of Peter cited above revealed that obey-
ing the Truth is directly tied to loving one another and
doing so “fervently with a pure heart”—i.e. without
ulterior motives. Indeed, this is the very evidence that
we are of the Truth. Jesus said, “By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35; cf. 15:12). But how can love
provide such evidence—how can it be seen? The Apos-
tle John gives us the answer: “My little children, let us
not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in
truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before Him” (1 John 3:18-19).

We don’t love another person “in tru t h ” if we re f u s e
to help him when it is in our power to do so. If, on the
other hand, we love someone “in deed,” t h at ’s visibl e —
and it can there fo re be k n ow n t h at we are of the Tru t h .
This is ve ry practical. The book of James tells us, “If a
b rother or sister is naked and destitute of daily fo o d, a n d
one of you says to them, ‘ D ep a rt in peace, be wa rm e d
and fi l l e d,’but you do not give them the things wh i ch are
needed for the body, wh at does it pro fi t ? ” ( 2 : 1 5 - 1 6 ) .
Notice wh at James is asking: Wh e re is God’s Tru t h
being shown in your life if you refuse to help others in

need? Will your bad example help o t h e rs to learn ab o u t
G o d ’s Truth? Will they wo rship God when they see yo u r
l a ck of action speaking louder than your caring wo rd s ?
The answe r, of cours e, is that they wo n ’t .

Armed with the Same Mind

But how can we—we a k , i n s i g n i fi c a n t , h e l p l e s s
human beings—be so bold as to even think that we
could re a l ly stand up for God’s Truth? We l l , just looking
at wh at we can do, out of our ow n s t re n g t h , s u ch an
e n d e avor would indeed be presumptuous and quite
i m p o s s i ble to accomplish. God, h oweve r, does not
expect us to do it on our own. In fa c t , He does not wa n t
us to even t ry t h at , as we would sure ly fail. James wa rn s
us in this rega rd, “My bre t h re n , let not many of yo u
become teach e rs , k n owing that we shall re c e ive a
s t ricter judgment. For we all stumble in many things....

No man can tame the tongue. It is an unru ly ev i l , full of
d e a d ly poison. With it we bless our God and Fat h e r, a n d
with it we curse men, who have been made in the simil-
itude of God” (3:1-9). So if eve ry person is doomed to
fail in wo rd and deed, h ow can we ever be teach e rs of
G o d ’s Truth? How can we ever be true rep re s e n t at ives of
God who has willed not to, and there fo re c a n n o t , l i e ?

The answer to this dilemma can be found in the
remainder of James 3. Though the natural man is inca-
pable of conducting himself completely truthfully,
verse 12 points out that this carnal man can be over-
come, for it emphatically states, “My brethren, these
things ought not to be so.” In other words, these things
can be changed. We can become truthful, obedient to
God’s Word of Truth. We can be counted worthy to
teach God’s Truth to others—by our example as well
as our words. But how?

Again, not by human strength. There IS a way,
however. When Paul stated in Ephesians 6:14 that we
needed to be girded with Truth, his words had already
revealed how this could be accomplished. As has been
stated, this Truth is part of the armor of GOD (vv. 11,
13). All the pieces of that armor, including Truth, have
to come from God. They have to be given to us by God.
And God has promised to do that. However, we must
play a part in this too, to be sure. For we have to accept
and then utilize God’s promise. And, when God gives
us His Truth, granting us understanding, we have to
retain this precious knowledge. We have to treasure
it—so that we won’t forget it, so that it won’t slip away
from us (Heb. 2:1). But, let us now ask, how does God
grant us the understanding of His Truth?

Just prior to His crucifixion, Christ promised His
disciples that He would send them another helper, the
“Spirit of truth,” which would guide them “into all
truth” (John 16:13). Man would receive God’s actual
power, life and mind. Both the Father and Christ would
dwell in man through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9; Gal.
4:6). Indeed, the Holy Spirit—through which we can
share God’s own mind—is the source of ALL the
armor of God. That’s why Peter says, “ARM your-
selves also with the same mind” (1 Peter 4:1)—and
this certainly includes the belt of God’s Truth.

Furthermore, God’s Truth can only come from
Him. And we can only understand His Truth if we are
of Him and of the Truth. This requires that God be
working through us and in us. And He does so through
His Spirit. Moreover, the Holy Spirit does not just
teach us all the Truth. For true knowledge is of no
value if not applied and used. And so we read that
God’s Spirit of Truth is also a Spirit of “power and of
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love and of a sound mind” (1 Tim. 1:7). God’s Holy
Spirit empowers us to obey the Truth (cf. 1 Peter 1:22).
It empowers us to love our fellow man sincerely, fer-
vently and truthfully—which might include sharing
with him our physical possessions or, at times, our spir-
itual knowledge. And it empowers us to do this with a
“sound mind”—that is, with the discernment as to how
to do and not to do it, so that we don’t cause unneces-
sary offense (cf. 3:15).

With God’s powerful Spirit working mightily with-
in and through us, we can indeed be girded with God’s
Truth. And we will then grow spiritually. The Christian
life is one of forward progression in learning and living
the Truth of God. As the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”
proclaims, “His truth is marching on.” And for those
gi rd e d with this Tru t h , t h at means continuing to
increase in understanding, continuing to become more
and more perfect in love and good conduct, and contin-
uing to share with others what we have learned, all until
the day of Chri s t ’s coming. And then, s o m e t h i n g
remarkable will occur.

We have re a d, in Luke 12:35, t h at we must gi rd up
the loins of our minds while waiting for our Master’s
re t u rn — wh i ch entails living God’s Truth as we under-
stand it. But we will never come to the full and perfe c t
u n d e rstanding of God’s Truth in this life (1 Cor. 13:9-12).
To be sure, G o d ’s Spirit will guide us into more and more
Tru t h , and we are to become more and more perfe c t ,
growing in the perfect know l e d ge of Chri s t — t h at is, i n
C h ri s t ’s u n d e rstanding of God’s Truth. And we mu s t , o f
c o u rs e, put into practice wh at we unders t a n d. But p e r fe c t
u n d e rstanding will only come when we are ch a n ged at
the re s u rrection to meet Christ at His coming. Notice how
this is re fe rred to a few ve rses later in Luke 12.

When Christ comes back and sees us “so doing,”
HE will gird Himself and serve us (v. 37). Though this
statement is to be understood quite literally, there also
seems to be a figurative reference here. Christ, our Mas-
ter, who is girded with perfect understanding of God’s
Truth, will serve us by passing this ultimate under-
standing on to us. He will give us all the Truth that He
Himself possesses. Then, the Spirit will have accom-
plished what was promised—to guide us indeed into
“ALL” the Truth.

What an awesome process is described here. God
has prepared for us a future that this world knows virtu-
ally nothing about. But you are privileged to know. And
of those who know, much is required (v. 48). So let all
of us continue, then, to walk more and more boldly in
God’s way of life. And always girded with His Truth,
may WE go marching on.

have gone before us are an example to us, so we can
be to others.

Remember the ancient Roman soldiers? Th ey
wanted others around them to know wh at side they
we re on. And some even publ i cly displayed homage
to the supern at u ral fo rces in whom they dep e n d e d.
N ow it’s true that Christians are not to be display i n g
s u ch image s , attempting to honor God with paga n
c u s t o m s — bu t , as I stated earl i e r, a lesson can be
d rawn here neve rtheless. As publ i cly devoted as these
men we re to their go d s , we should be even more so to
the true God—not with image s , but with go d ly ch a r-
acter that is visible to others. While true Christians are
not to be offending others or trying to fo rce re l i gi o n
wh e re it is not we l c o m e, we should set an example fo r
o t h e rs to see in the way we live our lives. Christ com-
mands us, “Let your light so shine befo re men, t h at
t h ey may see your good wo rks and glorify yo u r
Father in heave n ” ( M att. 5:16). Pa rt of we a ring the
helmet of salvation invo l ves living a life that display s
the righteous fruit of God’s Spirit. We are also wa rn e d
not to deny Christ or hide our faith from others :
“ Wh o ever confesses Me befo re men, him I will also
c o n fess befo re My Father who is in heaven. But wh o-
ever denies Me befo re men, him I will also deny
b e fo re My Father who is in heave n ” ( 1 0 : 3 2 - 3 3 ) .

This is an area in wh i ch many of us need to make
major improvements. Religion is, for the most part ,
unpopular in our modern culture. Pa u l ’s message wa s
so unpopular in his day that he was often scorn e d,
stoned and run out of town. Neve rt h e l e s s , he was not
ashamed of the message or calling he’d been give n :
“ For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Chri s t , for it
is the power of God to salvation for eve ryone wh o
b e l i eve s ” (Rom. 1:16). Paul knew that the message he
taught was the only hope of salvation. His calling wa s
to wear the helmet of salvation and to arm as many
other people with it as he could. He lab o red and sac-
ri ficed eve rything to accomplish the mission God
gave him. No wonder a crown of righteousness awa i t s
Paul at the re s u rrection (2 Tim. 4:8). Th at crown will
also await you—if you will wear your helmet of sal-
vation as a good soldier of Jesus Christ today. As Pa u l
s a i d : “ Th e re fo re I endure all things for the sake of the
e l e c t , t h at they also may obtain the salvation wh i ch is
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory ” ( 2 : 1 0 ) .

Are you wearing your helmet of salvation?
Good soldiers always do.

Helmet—
continued from page 10
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This wo rld is not a peaceful place! We are bombarded by an endless
s t ream of bad news. Pe r h aps it’s a hot war between developing coun-

t ries or some protest against civil gove rnment. But incre a s i n g ly, i t
could just as easily be a mass shooting by a student in school or a dis-

gruntled employee in the wo rk p l a c e. Or maybe it’s just another sick-
ening incident of divo rc e, as another fa m i ly is shat t e red into pieces.

Of cours e, though it seems to be escalating these
d ay s , war and conflict is nothing new. The Bible tells

us that peace was taken from the earth at the dawn of
human history, in the Garden of Eden, when Sat a n

the Dev i l , the “ god of this age ” (2 Cor. 4:4), c o r-
rupted our fi rst pare n t s , Adam and Eve. Short ly
t h e re a f t e r, t h ey we re ejected from the Gar-
den—their son Cain, the fi rst child born into
the wo rl d, becoming a mu rd e re r. Indeed,

s t ri fe and war have been the common fat e
of most of Adam and Eve ’s descendants
ever since. The Prophet Isaiah tells us,

“ The way of peace they have not
k n ow n , and there is no justice in their
ways; they have made themselve s

c ro o ked paths; wh o ever takes that
way shall not know peace” ( I s .
59:8). And ye t , t h at is the path the
wo rld has taken—and wh i ch
even God’s people sometimes
fall into.

A s s a u l t e d by a b a rrage
of stri fe and contention, n o t
o n ly among those aro u n d
u s , but fre q u e n t ly in our
own personal live s ,h ow
m a ny o f u s wo u l d
c o n s i d e r p ro t e c t i n g

o u rs e l ve s w i t h
shoes? Yet we fi n d
s p e c i a l shoes  

re c o m m e n d e d
a s a n i n t egra l

p a rt o f wh at
t h e Ap o s t l e
Pa u l c a l l s

by Larry R. Salyer
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the “ whole armor of God”—just as
the Roman legi o n n a i re wo re sturdy
l e ather sandals with ankle support
a n d h o b n a i l e d s o l e s h a l f a n i n ch
t h i ck . We c o u l d p ro p e rly re fe r t o
them as combat boots. A ny ex p e ri-

enced soldier, even today, will tell
you that his combat boots are a cri t i-
cal factor in waging successful bat t l e
aga i n s t t h e e n e my. To u g h a n d
d u rabl e, t h ey protect the feet on haz-
a rdous terra i n , t h ey support the re s t
of the body, and they are crucial to
e ffe c t ive ly marching towa rd the go a l .
In short , a soldier’s shoes are the
fo u n d ation on wh i ch he stands, a n d
the ve h i cle that carries his we ap o n s
into bat t l e.

With that in mind, notice how
Paul describes the battle shoes of a
Christian: “... having shod your feet
with the preparation of the gospel
of peace” (Eph. 6:15). This unusual
metaphor demands closer examina-
tion. Why are the feet associated
with the Gospel? And why is peace
the focus of the Gospel in this con-
text of warfare? The answers lie in
u n d e rstanding some key tru t h s
about God’s marvelous plan for the
future of mankind.

Beautiful Feet?

The wo rd “ G o s p e l ” is the equiv-
alent of “Good New s .” Wh at could
be better news to those engaged in
b attle than an announcement of
peace? For no matter how effe c t ive
the arm o r, war is miserabl e. Only
the cessation of wa r fa re and the con-
fidence that it will not be re s u m e d

can permit the soldier to lay dow n
his we apons and cease his constant,
n e rve - w ra cking vigi l a n c e. Only tru e
peace can calm his personal fe a rs
and fulfill the larger purpose fo r
wh i ch he fights. But in the bat t l e

w i t h S at a n , t ru e p e a c e c a n c o m e
o n ly when the foe is vanquished and
h i s p owe r t a ke n away. A n d t h e
G o s p e l o f p e a c e, a s t h e B i bl e
reve a l s , i n cludes the good news that
S at a n ’s power to stir up the fo rces of
evil and wage continual war aga i n s t
mankind is going to be destroye d
t h rough Jesus Christ. Soon, He will
set up the Gove rnment of God on
this earth and bring peace at last.

Th e P ro p h e t I s a i a h d e s c ri b e s
both the messenger and the message
c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s G o s p e l : “ H ow
beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him who brings go o d
n ew s , who pro claims peace, wh o
b rings glad tidings of good things,
who pro claims salvat i o n , who say s
t o Z i o n , ‘ Yo u r G o d re i g n s ’” ( I s .
52:7). Beautiful feet? Ye s — b e c a u s e
t h ey are the ve h i cle by wh i ch this
wonderful message is delive re d. A n d
“ m o u n t a i n s ” in biblical pro p h e cy are
symbolic for kingdoms or nat i o n s .
So the picture is of a messenger car-
rying a wonderful message of peace,
s a l vation and divine rule to the
n ations. Isaiah’s description ap p l i e s
fi rst and fo remost to Jesus Chri s t
H i m s e l f, wh o , at the beginning of
H i s m i n i s t ry, “ c a m e t o G a l i l e e,
p re a ching the gospel of the kingdom
of God” ( M a rk 1:14). But in tru t h , a l l
wh o o b ey C h ri s t ’s i n s t ru c t i o n t o
“ go...  and make disciples of all the

n at i o n s ” ( M att. 28:19) are carry i n g
the same Good New s , fo l l owing in
H i s fo o t s t ep s . Th e i r fe e t a re a l s o
beautiful to those who accept their
m e s s age of the peace that will come
t h rough Jesus Chri s t .

And wh at a glorious message it
is. Isaiah prophesied the birth of
Jesus and the eventual effect of His
righteous rule after His future re t u rn
and triumph over Sat a n :“ For unto us
a Child is born , unto us a Son is
given; and [at His re t u rn] the gove rn-
ment will be upon His shoulder. A n d
His name will be called Wo n d e r f u l ,
C o u n s e l o r, Mighty God, E ve rl a s t i n g
Fat h e r, P ri n c e o f Pe a c e. O f t h e
i n c rease of His gove rnment and
peace there will be no end, upon the
t h rone of David and over His king-
d o m , to order it and establish it with
judgment and justice from that time
fo r wa rd, even fo reve r ” (Is. 9:6-7).

The Psalms declare God’s com-
ing intervention to bring man the
peace and stability that have always
escaped him: “The LORD sits as
King forever. The LORD will give
strength to His people; the LORD
will bless His people with peace”
(29:10-11).

And once again Isaiah tells us,
“ Th e n j u s t i c e w i l l dwe l l i n t h e
w i l d e rn e s s , a n d ri g h t e o u s n e s s
remain in the fruitful field. The
wo rk o f ri g h t e o u s n e s s w i l l b e
peace, and the effect of righteous-
ness, quietness and assurance for-
ever. My people will dwell in a
p e a c e f u l h ab i t at i o n , i n s e c u re
dwe l l i n g s , a n d i n q u i e t re s t i n g
places” (Is. 32:16-18).



20 The New World Ahead—Spring 2000

Peace fl ows from ri g h t e o u s n e s s .
And wh at i s righteousness? Liv i n g
by G o d ’s c o m m a n d m e n t s ( P s .
119:172). As we ’ve seen, Isaiah also
explained that there is a WAY to
p e a c e, wh i ch humanity does not
k n ow. Obv i o u s ly, t h e n ,t h at way is in
o b eying God’s laws. And if we
choose to live in d i so b e d i e n c e, t h e
same prophet has another message
for us: “‘ Th e re is no peace,’ s ays my
G o d, ‘ for the wicke d ’” (Is. 57:21).

H ow, t h e n , will the wo rld fi n a l ly
l e a rn the way of peace? By being
taught to live by the commandments
of God. As Isaiah assures us and the
P rophet Micah ech o e s : “ For out of
Zion shall go fo rth the law, and the
wo rd of the LORD from Je ru s a l e m ”

( I s . 2 : 3 ; c f. M i c a h 4 : 2 ) . A n d t h i s
u n d e rs t a n d i n g w i l l b e u n ive rs a l :
“ Th ey shall not hurt nor destroy in all
My holy mountain, for the earth shall
be full of the know l e d ge of the LORD
as the wat e rs cover the sea” (Is. 11:9).

Isaiah and Micah both tell us of
that great day: “He [Christ] shall
judge between many peoples, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; they
shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into prun-
ing hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war anymore” (Is. 2:4;
Micah 4:3). As Reve l ation 19

m a ke s cl e a r, Je s u s w i l l i n i t i a l ly
have to fight against His enemies
when He returns to earth—but only
to establish peace and offer all of
mankind permanent peace.

In all of this, perhaps we can
better understand why the feet of
those bringing us this wonderful
message are so precious and, as
God’s Word says, beautiful. But it’s
not only about the future. Nor is it
just about what the messengers say.

P u rsue Pe a c e

As soldiers of Jesus Chri s t , we
a re to be conveying this Gospel of
peace—not only in helping it to 
be ve r b a l ly pro cl a i m e d, but by our 

p e rsonal example of righteous liv-
i n g. Christianity is often descri b e d
in Scri p t u re as a “ wa l k .” And in
this wa l k , we are to be demonstrat-
ing that conflict and stri fe and wa r
will have no place in the Kingdom
of God. We are called to counter
the prevailing human wisdom that
rega rds turning the other cheek as
weak and foolish. And this demon-
s t ration also shows that a degree of
peace is possible even now — i n n e r
p e a c e a n d p e a c e w i t h o t h e rs —
t h ro u g h o b e d i e n c e t o G o d ’s  
c o m m a n d m e n t s .

Yet living at peace with our
neighbor will re q u i re special effo rt .
Jesus pointed out that the wo rld is so
s t e eped in the ways of Satan the
D evil that , t o d ay, His message of
peace often actually provo kes c o n -
fl i c t among fa m i ly and friends (Mat t .

1 0 : 3 4 - 3 5 ) . Fo r u p o n c o nve rs i o n ,
C h ri s t i a n s b e c o m e o p p o n e n t s o f
S atan and his way of life. And since
v i rt u a l ly all people are victims of his
d e c eption and do not grasp the spiri-
tual principles by wh i ch Chri s t i a n s
s t rive to live, the result is confl i c t i n g
values (cf. John 15:19). Even the nat-
u ral affection of fa m i ly is usually not
e n o u g h t o p reve n t c o n t rove rs y
b e t we e n t h e c o nve rt e d a n d t h e
u nc o nve rt e d. Th u s , C h ri s t i a n s a re
not often called into an env i ro n m e n t
of peace at this time.

F u rt h e rm o re, o u r e n e my, t h e
d ev i l , is anxious to see us give in to
the culture about us and engage in
s t ri fe, h at red and mu rd e r. Th u s , h i s
wo rl d b o m b a rd s u s w i t h c o n s t a n t

p r e s s u re s a n d
o p p o rt u n i t i e s t o
become like he is.
B e h i n d t h e s c e n e s ,
he stirs up stri fe and
c o n fl i c t . H e p ro-
vo kes men to wrat h .
He takes away jus-
tice and sows dis-
c o u rage m e n t a n d

fear of fa i l u re. He goads us to lash out
at the system and those who tro u bl e
us. He waits for us to fall into his trap .

So wh at do we do in the face of
all this? Sometimes the best defe n s e
is a good offe n s e. In this case, we
s t rap on our combat boots and
m a rch fo r wa rd — c o m b at here iro n i-
c a l ly meaning to extend p e a c e t o
o t h e rs , s p i ri t u a l ly fighting aga i n s t
the way of Satan. Indeed, C h ri s t i a n s
a re ch a rged with taking the initiat ive
in establishing peace as a fundamen-
tal goal of human re l at i o n s : “ P u rs u e
peace with all people, and holiness,
without wh i ch no one will see the
L o rd ” ( H eb. 12:14). A ga i n , not all
men will respond in kind to our
ove rt u res of peace—but it is our
duty to give them the opportunity to
do so. Paul tells us, “If it is possibl e,
as mu ch as depends on yo u , l ive
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p e a c e ably with all men.... Do not be
ove rcome by ev i l , but ove rcome ev i l
with go o d ” (Rom. 12:18, 2 1 ) .

Even if we are unsuccessful in
provoking others to pursue peace,
we will have fulfilled our calling to
be peacemake rs. And there are
t remendous blessings for such
efforts, including a place in the
Family of God. Christ taught His
disciples the importance of a peace-
able attitude and way of life, say-
ing, “Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of
God” (Matt. 5:9).

So wh e re ’s the best place to
s t a rt? With fa m i ly —not just our
p hysical fa m i ly, but also our spiri t u a l
fa m i ly, the Church of God. Chri s t
p rovided a fo rmula for pre s e rv i n g
peace within His Church. The ve ry
fi rst step demands that through the
H o ly Spirit we summon the courage
t o c o m mu n i c at e h o n e s t ly a n d
f ra n k ly with our spiritual bre t h re n
when actual conflict arises. Chri s t
s a i d, “ M o re ove r, if your brother sins
against yo u , go and tell him his fa u l t
b e t ween you and him alone” ( 1 8 : 1 5 ) .
This is the beginning of a ge nu i n e
“peace pro c e s s .” Can you imagi n e
wh at would happen in the wo rld if
eve ryone obeyed the command to go
to his fe l l ow man and wo rk out con-
flict instead of spreading accusat i o n s
and go s s i p ?

Yet all too often, we fail to live
up to our Christian responsibility in
t h i s a re a . I n s t e a d, m i s g u i d e d a n d
o ffended individuals may seek solace
f rom others — wh i ch only results in
re c o u n t i n g s o m e o n e ’s a l l ege d s i n s ,
t h e reby sowing discord and widening
the area of conflict. Neg l i gence in
fo l l owing Chri s t ’s clear instru c t i o n
on conflict resolution may indeed be
o n e o f t h e gre at e s t we a k n e s s e s
among God’s people. Yet how can we
e ffe c t ive ly carry the Gospel of peace
to others if we are unwilling or afra i d
to practice it ours e l ve s ?

O n w a rd , Christian Soldiers !

K n ow i n g a l l t h i s i n a dva n c e,
J e s u s gave H i s d i s c i p l e s t h e
we ap o n s fo r re s i s t i n g t h e d ev i l .
“These things I have spoken to you,
that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation;
but be of good cheer, I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33).

C h rist is putting His fo l l owe rs
on notice that life in Sat a n ’s wo rl d
will not be easy. Th e re will be plen-
t y o f c o n t e n t i o n a n d a rg u m e n t .
Th e re will be persecution. Th e re
will be temptations to join in the
f ray. But we must look beyond the
l i m i t ations of our personal stre n g t h s
and trust in Christ to give us peace.
And we can look to the light at the
end of the tunnel, k n owing that
C h rist is going to re t u rn in powe r
and glory to bring peace for all.

H aving our feet shod with the
p rep a ration of this Gospel of peace
is a powerful we apon against dis-
c o u ragement and fe a r. Our confi-
dence is in the coming King of
Pe a c e. We are empowe red to re s i s t
S at a n , who would like to subve rt us
into defending ours e l ves by carn a l
means. This life may be a constant
s p i ritual bat t l e, but we have the
peace of knowing that Christ will
eve n t u a l ly save us from destru c t i o n .

F u rt h e rm o re, o u r c o m m i t m e n t
to peace is a fruit of the Spirit of
God (Gal. 5:22-23). Christ within
us will give us peace and lead us to
be peaceful—if we are yielded to
Him. Notice the Apostle Pa u l ’s
c o m fo rting wo rds to Chri s t i a n s :
“Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything, by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be known to God; and the
peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). Did you catch
that? It says the peace of God will

GUARD your hearts and minds! So
peace really is an effective compo-
nent of our spiritual armor. Focus-
ing our attention and our message
on the peace that follows Christ’s
victory can give us the vision to
press on toward the goal of God’s
Kingdom.

Ye s , p ro p h e t s o f o l d fo re t o l d
t h e c o m i n g o f t h i s K i n g d o m t o
usher in a time of unprecedented
peace and quiet assurance. Jesus
taught the same message of peace
and sent his disciples out to declare
peace to others. Christ pronounced
a blessing on the peacemakers, and
both Jesus and His apostles exhort-
ed the Church to proclaim peace
and pursue it in their personal lives.
When Christ returns, He will bind
S at a n a n d a d m i n i s t e r ri g h t e o u s
judgment over the whole planet.
And incre d i bly, this stri fe - t o rn
world will finally know peace.

Echoing the words of Isaiah,
t h e b o o k o f N a h u m ex cl a i m s ,
“Behold, on the mountains the feet
of him who brings good tidings,
who proclaims peace!” (1:15). The
“him” here, we should now recog-
nize, represents the true servants of
God—their feet “shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace.”
May this be all of us—taking the
fight to the enemy, planting our
spiritual boots firmly on new terri-
tory, and yet always advancing.

Th a n k f u l ly, a s C h ri s t i a n s o l-
diers, we have the priceless privi-
lege of knowing the outcome of the
war we are in. And we can focus
our attention on the time when the
victory will be ours and when last-
ing peace will be a visible reality.
We can carry on the fight in the
confidence that we are fully pro-
tected by the whole armor of God.
And that we are marching forward
with the hope of the world, the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God—
the Gospel of everlasting peace. WA

N
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o r t h e va s t m a j o rity 
o f h u m a n h i s t o ry, t h e

swo rd has been the we apon of
ch o i c e. It is only in the last few

c e n t u ries that guns, n ew ly inve n t-
e d, h ave taken over that position.

But swo rds still cap t u re our imagi n a-
t i o n , whether they be King A rt h u r ’s

E x c a l i bur or Luke Sky wa l ke r ’s light-
s ab e r—b e i n g, in the wo rds of Star Wa rs

ch a racter Obi-Wan Ke n o b i , “not as cl u m s y
or random as a blaster—an elegant we ap o n

for a more ‘ c iv i l i ze d ’ age.” Of cours e, t h at
h a cking into people could tru ly be descri b e d

as “ e l ega n t ” is arg u abl e. Still, t h e re is a cert a i n
mystique about swo rds and swo rd combat. Ye t

for all practical purp o s e s , it must be admitted that
swo rds in the familiar sense are obsolete in mod-

e rn wa r fa re. Neve rt h e l e s s , t h e re i s a swo rd that can
p rov i d e gre at e r p ro t e c t i o n t h a n a ny m o d e rn

we apon—and that protection is sore ly needed ri g h t
n ow, even at the turn of the millennium.

To d ay, we are in constant jeopardy against thieve s ,
s exual deviants and other societal pre d at o rs. Ye s , we
h ave police dep a rtments and other security services that
can serve as armor against these criminals. Some homes
a re equipped with security alarms wh e re just the flip of a
sw i t ch can bring a police or security officer within min-
utes. Indeed, t h e re are m a ny m at e rial devices that people
use for protection. While some turn to mace or even hand-
g u n s , most of us re ly on secure ly locked doors and per-
h aps electronic detectors or a Club for the car. Th e re ’s
even a hidden homing device that can be installed in yo u r
c a r, wh i ch , in the event it is stolen, will enable it to be

by Bill Swanson

F
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t ra cked by 11 satellites in the sky.
We can and should take c e rt a i n

p hysical precautions to protect our-
s e l ves as well as those we love. But
t h e re is one thing from wh i ch no
p hysical device will protect us—the
chief of all ev i l s , S atan the Dev i l , a n d
his effo rts to destroy our minds.
“Because your adve rs a ry the dev i l
walks about like a ro a ring lion, s e e k-
ing whom he may devo u r ” (1 Pe t e r
5:8). Even in our so-called Chri s t i a n
s o c i e t y, this evil is always at wo rk —
and we need to be awa re of it and
k n ow wh at is needed to defend our-
s e l ves. The Apostle Paul instructs us,
“Put on the whole armor of God, t h at
you may be able to stand against the
wiles [Greek m e t h o d i a or “ m e t h-
ods”] of the devil.... For we do not
w restle against flesh and bl o o d, bu t
against pri n c i p a l i t i e s , against pow-
e rs , against the ruler of the dark n e s s
of this age, against spiritual hosts of
w i cke d n e s s ” (Eph. 6:11-12).

These inv i s i ble spiritual fo rc e s
a re wh at we are all up aga i n s t — a n d
t h ey are immune to physical arm a-
ment. But we do have access to
a rmor that can protect us—the arm o r
of GOD, as the rest of this maga z i n e
m a kes cl e a r. And a ve ry import a n t
p a rt of that armor is the “ swo rd of the
S p i ri t ,” the Wo rd of God (v. 17)—a
timeless we apon as effe c t ive today as
it ever was. Yet sadly, m a ny don’t
think so these day s — m a i n ly because
t h ey have not yet p rove n it. For yo u
s e e, if God’s Wo rd is pro p e rly used,
and IF we have proven it, the mighti-
est evils will fall befo re it—and ulti-
m ate triumph will be ours .

We Must Prove It!

C a n j u s t a nyo n e u s e G o d ’s
a rmor? Do you know how? In the
c e n t u ries when swo rd p l ay was the
o rder of the day, most people knew
not to go into battle if they we re not
skilled swo rdsmen. And one thing all

skilled swo rdsmen knew was not to
go into battle with a we apon with
wh i ch they we re unfa m i l i a r. We l l ,
m a ny have tried to use the s p i ri t u a l
swo rd, the Wo rd of God, a s s e rt i n g
t h at it did not answer their pro bl e m s
nor protect them—leaving them, o f
c o u rs e, ve ry d i s c o u rage d. Why ?
Th ey we re unfamiliar with it and
h a d n ’t re a l ly proven it! S c ri p t u re
itself tells us that we need to s t u dy t o
s h ow ours e l ves ap p roved and to be
able to lay God’s Truth out in a
s t raight line—that is, to pro p e rly use
it (2 Tim. 2:15).

Notice the example of Dav i d. He
was given the armor of Saul to pro-
tect him from the enemy, the Philis-
tine giant Goliath. Dav i d, h oweve r,
k n ew he couldn’t use this arm o r
because he had not used it befo re and
had not proven that it would wo rk ( 1
Sam. 17:39). But he had proven wh at
he alre a dy had—and wh at he had
was the armor of God! Ye s , he had a
s t a ff and a sling—and put five stones
for slinging in his shep h e rd ’s bag.
But notice that even with these phy s-
ical items, his real armor was his
t rust in God! He told Goliat h , “ Yo u
come to me with a swo rd, with a
s p e a r, and with a javelin. But I come
to you in the name of the LORD of
h o s t s , the God of the armies of Isra e l ,
whom you have defi e d. This day the
LORD will deliver you into my
h a n d ” ( v v. 45-46). David could tru s t
God to deliver him as he had alre a dy
ex p e rienced and proven Him! Befo re
going out, he had said, “ The LORD,
who delive red me from the paw of
the lion and from the paw of the bear,
He will deliver me from the hand of
this Philistine!” ( v. 37). And we all
k n ow the miraculous outcome.

Another example is given to us
in the book of Acts—this time a neg-
at ive ex a m p l e. Paul perfo rmed mira-
cl e s , even the casting out of demons.
Yet others , who had not proven the
a rmor of God, t ried to do the same

( 1 9 : 1 2 - 1 4 ) . Th e re s u l t ? “ Th e ev i l
s p i rit answe red them, ‘ Jesus I know
and Paul I know ab o u t , but who are
yo u ? ’ Then the man who had the ev i l
s p i rit jumped on them and ove rp ow-
e red them all. He gave them such a
b e ating that they ran out of the house
n a ked and bl e e d i n g ” ( v v. 15-16). So
aga i n , we must p rove the armor God
give s — i n cluding His Wo rd—and we
must be sure to use it pro p e rly.

Real Pro t e c t i o n

The Wo rd of God is the sure s t ,
most powerful we apon in the uni-
ve rs e. Indeed, by it God c re at e d t h e
u n ive rs e ( P s . 3 3 : 6 ) . F u rt h e rm o re,
Jesus Himself is re fe rred to as the
Wo rd of God: “In the beginning wa s
the Wo rd, and the Wo rd was with
G o d, and the Wo rd was God. He wa s
in the beginning with God.... And the
Wo rd became flesh and dwelt among
u s , and we beheld His glory, t h e
g l o ry as of the only begotten of the
Fat h e r, full of grace and tru t h ” ( Jo h n
1 : 1 - 2 , 14). And at the end of the
B i bl e, John writes of Chri s t ’s re t u rn ,
“ N ow I saw heaven opened, a n d
b e h o l d, a white hors e. And He wh o
s at on him was called Faithful and
Tru e, and in righteousness He judge s
and makes wa r. His eyes we re like a
flame of fi re, and on His head we re
m a ny crowns. He had a name wri t t e n
t h at no one knew ex c ept Himself. He
was clothed with a robe dipped in
bl o o d, and His name is called Th e
Wo rd of God” ( R ev. 19:11-13).
Je s u s , as the God who commu n i c at-
ed with the Israelites in the Old Te s-
tament (cf. 1 Cor. 10:4), was the One
who dire c t ly inspired the Holy Bibl e
on the Fat h e r ’s behalf.

Jesus set a powerful example
for us when He used the written
Word of God (i.e. of His Father and
Himself) to protect Himself from
Satan and his tactics. The book of
Matthew shows that Satan actually
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quoted Scripture, although twisting
it to his own purposes: “Then the
devil took Him up into the holy
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the
temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are
the Son of God, throw Yourself
down. For it is written: “He shall
give His angels charge over you,”
and, “In their hands they shall bear
you up, lest you dash your foot
against a stone”’” (4:5-6).

Je s u s ’ d e fe n s e wa s t o q u o t e
G o d ’s Wo rd right back , using it cor-
re c t ly : “It is written aga i n , ‘ You shall
not tempt the LORD your God’” ( v.
7). Christ had a full ra n ge of scri p t u r-
al know l e d ge. Too many have used
o n ly p a rt s of the Wo rd of God as their
we apon and to no avail. While we
m ay only need to quote certain ve rs-
e s , to do that pro p e rly re q u i res know-
ing the whole Bibl e. Jesus said we
must use a l l of the Wo rd of God—l ive
by eve ry wo rd ( v. 4). Peter wa rns that
m a ny take the wo rds of God and twist
them to their own destruction (2 Pe t e r
3:15-16). We must not be among
them. Rat h e r, we must be those wh o
use God’s Wo rd pro p e rly. Th e n , it can
help us in so many situat i o n s .

Facing financial disaster? Pe r-
h aps yo u ’re not using wh at God’s
Wo rd says about a principle of fi n a n-
cial bl e s s i n g : “ B ring all the tithes
into the store h o u s e, t h at there may be
food in My house, and try Me now in
this... if I will not open for you the
w i n d ows of heaven and pour out fo r
you such blessing that there will not
be room enough to re c e ive it. And I
will rebu ke the devo u rer for yo u r
s a ke s , so that he will not destroy the
f ruit of your gro u n d, nor shall the
vine fail to bear fruit for you in the
fi e l d ” (Mal. 3:10-11). Know i n g
G o d ’s Wo rd and wh at it says ab o u t
tithing can protect us from Satan and
ke ep us from financial ruin. One
i n d ividual saw this happen when he
s t a rted to tithe and observe the other
l aws that God has given to us. His

wh e at crop was in danger of being
wiped out by a storm. He praye d
about it—another injunction con-
tained in God’s Wo rd—and then
wat ched through his window as the
t o rrential rain came up to his fe n c e
line and stopped, the storm passing
over without hurting his crop at all.
God fulfilled the promise contained
in His Wo rd !

Another example is that of a
young teenager who was thre at e n e d
by “ gang members ” in his sch o o l .
Th ey told him they would cut his
t h ro at if he came back to school the
n ext Monday. But this young man
went home and took out the spiri t u-
al swo rd of God’s Wo rd. In it he re a d
of special mira cl e - wo rking powe r
being given through p rayer and fa s t -
i n g. For in Mat t h ew 17, after the dis-
ciples had unsuccessfully tried to
cast out a demon, Jesus said to them,
“If you have faith as a mu s t a rd seed,
you will say to this mountain, ‘ M ove
f rom here to there,’ and it will move ;
and nothing will be impossible fo r
you. Howeve r, this kind does not go
out ex c ept by prayer and fa s t i n g ”
( v v. 20-21). So this young man
USED God’s swo rd—he prayed and
fa s t e d. Returning to school the nex t
M o n d ay, he found that the pri n c i p a l
had expelled all these gang members
and he had no more tro u ble with
them. A ga i n , the Wo rd of God is
s u re—it is “ l iving and powe r f u l , a n d
s h a rper than any two - e d ged swo rd,
p i e rcing even to the division of soul
and spiri t , and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart ” ( H eb. 4:12).

Cutting T h ro u g h
the Deception

Pe r h aps the most important are a
the swo rd of the Spirit protects us
f rom is being deceived in our minds.
Wh at most don’t re a l i ze is that Sat a n
t h e D ev i l “ d e c e ive s t h e wh o l e

wo rl d ” ( R ev. 12:9). In the guise of
light and tru t h , he is now deceiv i n g
the minds of many people on this
e a rth and even some among the
C h u rch of God. “ For such are fa l s e
ap o s t l e s , deceitful wo rke rs , t ra n s-
fo rming themselves into apostles of
C h rist. And no wonder! For Sat a n
himself tra n s fo rms himself into an
a n gel of light. Th e re fo re it is no gre at
thing if his ministers also tra n s fo rm
t h e m s e l ves into ministers of ri g h t-
e o u s n e s s , whose end will be accord-
ing to their wo rk s ” (2 Cor. 11:13-15).
E ven Christians are wa rned to be
awa re of Sat a n ’s tactics, s u ch as sub-
t l e t y. “But I fe a r, lest somehow, a s
the serpent deceived Eve by his
c ra f t i n e s s , so your minds may be
c o rrupted from the simplicity that is
in Chri s t ” ( v. 3). To help us defe n d
o u rs e l ve s , Peter gave us this admoni-
t i o n : “I stir up your pure minds by
way of reminder that you may be
mindful of the wo rds wh i ch we re
s p o ken befo re by the holy pro p h e t s ,
and of the commandment of us, t h e
apostles of the Lord and Sav i o r ” ( 2
Peter 3:1-2)—that is, the Wo rd of
God! We need to continue to fill our
minds with the Wo rd of God, o u r
s p i ri t u a l we ap o n t o p ro t e c t o u r
minds from those who are trying to
lead many astray.

S a d ly, m a ny t o d ay a re b e i n g
t u rned off from God and Chri s t i a n i t y
as a result of ch u rch splits and
s chisms. But God’s Wo rd can ke ep
us fo c u s e d. Paul wrote to the Eva n-
gelist Ti m o t hy, “ Ye s , and all wh o
d e s i re to live go d ly in Christ Je s u s
will suffer persecution. But evil men
and impostors will grow wo rse and
wo rs e , d e c e iv i n g a n d b e i n g
d e c e ive d. But you must continue in
the things wh i ch you have learn e d
and been assured of, k n owing fro m
whom you have learned them, a n d
t h at from childhood you have know n
t h e H o ly S c ri p t u re s , wh i ch a re
able to make you wise for salvat i o n
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t h ro u g h
faith wh i ch is
i n C h ri s t Je s u s .
A l l S c ri p t u r e i s
given by inspiration of
G o d, and is pro fi t able fo r
d o c t ri n e, fo r rep ro o f, fo r
c o rre c t i o n , for instruction in
ri g h t e o u s n e s s , t h at the man of
God may be complete, t h o ro u g h ly
e q u i p p e d for eve ry good wo rk ” ( 2
Tim. 3:12-17).

We mu s t a l l d o a s Jo s h u a wa s
i n s t ructed to do by the pre i n c a rn ate Wo rd
of God, the One who became Jesus Chri s t .
Joshua learned that if he fo l l owed this dire c-
t ive it would always p rotect him and bring him
lasting success and pro s p e ri t y. “ O n ly be stro n g
and ve ry courage o u s , t h at you may observe to do
a c c o rding to all the law wh i ch Moses My serva n t
commanded you [the only written Wo rd of God at
t h at time]; do not turn from it to the right hand or to
the left, t h at you may prosper wh e rever you go. Th i s
Book of the Law shall not dep a rt from your mouth, bu t
you shall meditate in it day and night, t h at you may
o b s e rve to do according to all that is written in it. Fo r
then you will make your way pro s p e ro u s , and then yo u
will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be
s t rong and of good courage; do not be afra i d, nor be dis-
m aye d, for the LORD your God is with you wh e rever yo u
go ” ( Joshua 1:7-9).

If we trust in the swo rd of the spiri t , the Wo rd of God,
using it pro p e rly as Jesus did, we will be able to conquer the
wiles of Satan. The Apostle John wro t e, “I have written unto
yo u , young men, because you are stro n g, and the wo rd of
God abides in yo u , and you have ove rcome the wicke d
o n e ” (1 John 2:14). Ye s , we have the most powerful we ap o n
in the unive rse at our disposal—as effe c t ive now as it eve r
was. Let us always trust in it and skillfully u t i l i ze it to va n-
quish the enemy from our lives. “ Fo r,” as Paul says in 2
C o rinthians 10:4-5, “the we apons of our wa r fa re are not car-
nal but m i g h t y in God for pulling down stro n g h o l d s , c a s t i n g
d own arguments and eve ry high thing that exalts itself
against the know l e d ge of God, b ri n ging eve ry thought into
c ap t ivity to the obedience of Chri s t .”

describing the armor of God in Ephesians 6, why does the Apostle Paul tells us we
n eed a belt of Truth as well as the “sword of the Spirit,” which, he says, is the “word

of God”? After all, Jesus said that God’s Word is Truth (John 17 : 17). So doesn’t be i n g
g i r d ed with Truth entail being girded with God’s Word? Indeed. Of course, the

“sword” would meta p h o r i cally h a n g on this belt and be drawn f ro m i t—but why
do we see it pictured as a separate implement?

The term “word” is usually translated from the Greek l o g o s and, in the
phrase “word of God,” often denotes “the sum of God’s utterances, e.g., Mark

7 : 13; John 10:35; Rev. 1:2, 9” (Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
Old and New Testament Wo rd s , 1985, p. 683)—that is, all Scripture, the
Holy Bible. And that can be related to the b e l t we are to be girded with—
the belt of Tr u t h .

So what of the s w o rd , the “word” of God? Though the whole
“word [l o g o s] of God is... sharper than any two-ed g ed sword” in
Hebrews 4:12, the picture Paul paints in Ephesians 6:17 is more
d e ta i l ed. As the King James Study Bible’s note on this verse
s tates: “The Greek term rendered ‘word’ is not l o g o s , r e f e r r i n g
to the whole Word of God, but rh e m a , referring to certa i n
portions or selec t ed verses of Scripture.” Vine’s Expository
D i c t i o n a ry supports this understanding: “The significa n c e
of rh e m a (as distinct from l o g o s) is exemplified in the
injunction to take ‘the sword of the spirit, which is the
word of God,’ Eph. 6:17; here the reference is not to the
whole Bible as such, but to the individual scripture
which the Spirit brings to our remembrance for use in
time of need, a prerequisite being the regular storing
of the mind with Scripture” (p. 683).

The picture, then, is this. From the belt of Tr u t h —
the totality of God’s revelation—we may draw forth,
as a sword, individual scriptures or passages to use in
particular circumstances. With such powerful sta t e-
ments from God’s Word, we may “parry” or “block”
whatever blows are being dealt against us—and we
may offensively “thrust” at the enemy. This is the
very example Jesus Christ set for us in Matthew 4
as he countered Satan’s temptations by quoting
scriptures. Of course, no verse exists in isolation.
Particular scriptures should be understood in
light of the w h o l e of biblical revelation.

The need for us, then, is clear. It is not
essential that we memorize the n u m b e ring o f
b i b l i cal verses—though that often helps—but it
is critical that we memorize the i d e a s c o n-
ta i n ed within them. And the more we study
God’s e n t i re Word, med i tating on key verses,
the better we will be at drawing forth scrip-
tures to use in given circumstances. More-
over, if we are prayerfully yielded to God, His
Holy Spirit will help us in this to a much
greater deg r ee (cf. John 14 : 2 6 ) .

And there is, perhaps, another lesson
here. It is not enough to merely h a v e G o d ’ s
Truth—to be girded with it. We must also
a p p l y it when the need arises, as explained in
N o r bert Link’s article, “Be Girded with God’s
Truth!,” beginning on page 14. Therefore, let
us always be ready to d raw forth the ideas
c o n ta i n ed in God’s Word and then u s e
them—to overcome and finally w i n the great
war we are engaged in.

—Thomas E. Robinson

IN

W A
N



26 The New World Ahead—Spring 2000

n describing the spiritual armor of God, the Ap o s t l e
Paul tells Christians to, “A B OVE A L L ,” t a ke up “ t h e

shield of faith with wh i ch you will be able to quench all
the fi e ry darts of the wicked one” (Eph. 6:16). Ye s , S at a n
assails us with “ bu rning arrow s ”—t e m p t ations and tri a l s
intended by him to pierce and bu rn away the go d ly ch a r-
acter being fo rmed within us. But through the pro t e c t i o n
of God’s arm o r, we can fend off the dev i l ’s at t a cks. A n d
the most powerful defense among the whole of God’s
a rmor is faith—the s h i e l d of faith. In writing this, Pa u l ,
no doubt, had in mind the large wooden shield of the
Roman legi o n n a i re. Cove red with leather and bound
with iro n , it screened most of the soldier’s body. Not only
did it protect him in direct swo rd combat , but it also
s e rved as a cover against enemy arrows. Indeed, it is
re c o rded that , fo l l owing one bat t l e, though around 200
a rrows we re found stuck in the shield of a part i c u l a r
Roman military commander, he himself wa l ked away
u n h a rm e d. And so it can be with us—so it must b e.

Not only is faith precious (1 Peter 2:7)—it is
ab s o l u t e ly essential to our spiritual ex i s t e n c e. The book
of Heb rews tells us that “he who comes to God mu s t
b e l i eve that He is, and that He is a rewa rder of those
who dilige n t ly seek Him” (11:6). Ye s , h ow can we eve n
b egin to please God if we doubt His ve ry ex i s t e n c e ?
P raying without fa i t h , the Bible makes cl e a r, is a wa s t e
of time (Matt. 21:27; James 1:6). But faith invo l ve s
m o re than just a belief in God’s ex i s t e n c e — for eve n
demons have that (2:19). And it’s more than know i n g
God wants to rewa rd us.

So just what exactly IS faith? How do we develop
it? And what impact will it have on our lives?

Belief in the Inv i s i bl e

A paraphrase of Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as “the
confident assurance that something we want is going to
happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is
waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead”
(Living Bible). This begins a chapter that some have
dubbed the “Faith Chapter” or the “Hall of Faith”—as

it lists many of the great characters of the Old Testa-
ment who had this important quality. Among these is
one whom Paul calls the “father” of the faithful—the
patriarch Abraham (cf. Rom. 4:11, 16). An investiga-
tion into his life will reveal how he came to be a
vibrant example of faith.

God called A b ra h a m , k n own then as A b ra m , out of
his homeland to dwell in an unfamiliar country far away
(Gen. 12:1-3). How did he respond to this dra s t i c
request? “So A b ram dep a rted as the LORD had spoke n
to him.... A b ram took Sarai his wife and Lot his bro t h e r ’s
s o n , and all their possessions that they had gat h e re d, a n d
the people whom they had acquired in Hara n , and they
d ep a rted to go to the land of Canaan” ( v v. 4-5). No arg u-
i n g, no discussion—Abram simply acted right away.

The Lord had promised A b ram immense bl e s s i n g s :
he would be the father of a gre at nation. This was lat e r
expanded upon in Canaan. God “ b rought him outside
and said, ‘Look towa rd heaven and count the stars , i f
you are able to count them.... So shall your descendants
b e.’ And [Abram] believed the LORD; and the LORD
re ckoned it to him as ri g h t e o u s n e s s ” (15:5-6 NRSV).

But it should be noted that c o n d i t i o n s we re
attached to this promise: “When Abram was ninety-
nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said
to him, ‘I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless. And I will make My covenant between Me
and you, and will multiply you exceedingly’” (17:1-2).
A ga i n , God imposed conditions. The A l m i g h t y
required Abram’s obedience and Abram, thereafter
called Abraham, obeyed. He performed as he was told.
Yet God was going to test him in order to discover
what was in his heart.

God promised A b raham and his wife Sarah a son
t h rough whom the fa m i ly would be multiplied as the stars
of heaven. Th ey both believed in God’s promise in spite
of their old age. As Paul would later wri t e : “And not being
weak in fa i t h , [ A b raham] did not consider his own body,
a l re a dy dead (since he was about 100 ye a rs old), and the
deadness of Sara h ’s wo m b. He did not waver at the
p romise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in

by
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fa i t h , giving glory to God, and being fully con-
vinced that wh at He had promised He was also
able to perfo rm . And t h e re fo re ‘it was accounted to
him for ri g h t e o u s n e s s ’” (Rom. 4:19-22). In all this, we
can see that this man d e m o n s t rat e d his faith in God and
in His pro m i s e s — t h rough fi rm conviction and re s u l t a n t
o b e d i e n c e. This is the key.

Now we come to a very pivotal moment in Abra-
ham’s life. God had seen his faith, but He wanted to
measure its depth. A test would reveal it. So He gave
Abraham an incredible order—to sacrifice his son, the
beloved son he had longed for. Notice in Genesis 22:
“Now it came to pass after these things that God tested
Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said,
‘Here I am.’ Then He said, ‘Take now your son, your
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one
of the mountains of which I shall tell you’” (vv. 1-2).

What God was asking was excruciatingly diffi-
cult—much more so than moving to another country.
Yet how did the father of the faithful react to this new
request? “So Abraham rose early in the morning and
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for
the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him” (v. 3).

Again, Abraham did not hesitate. He didn’t try to
reason within himself, in desperation, to find a way out
of accomplishing this terrible request. He did not allow
carnal thoughts, negative thoughts, rebellious thoughts
to enter his mind. Such thoughts would, no doubt, have
prevented him from carrying out God’s orders.

No, Abraham did not argue. He didn’t even ask
why! He didn’t remind God that this was the son he’d
been promised, the son for whom he’d waited for so
many years, the son through whom was supposed to
descend a promised great nation.

Instead, Abraham simply obeyed. He gathered all
that was necessary to accomplish the sacrifice, and for
three days they journeyed to Mount Moriah to sacrifice
his beloved son. And when they got there? “Abraham

stretched
out his hand
a n d t o o k t h e
knife to slay his
son” (v. 10). In
his heart, in his
m i n d, A b ra h a m
had already will-
i n g ly s a c ri fi c e d
I s a a c ( c f . H eb.
11:12). Yet at the last
s e c o n d, G o d s t o p p e d
A b ra h a m f ro m a c t u a l ly
going through with it, say-
ing, “Do not lay your hand
on the lad, or do anything to
him; for now I know that you
fear God, since you have not with-
held your son, your only son, from
Me” (Gen. 22:11-12).

But until that moment, A b raham didn’t
k n ow this would happen. So wh e re did he find the
n e c e s s a ry re s o u rces to be so obedient? Heb rews 11
ex p l a i n s : “By fa i t h A b ra h a m , when put to the test,
o ffe red up Isaac. He who had re c e ived the promises wa s
re a dy to offer up his only son, of whom he had been
t o l d, ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named
for yo u .’ He considered the fact that God is able even to
raise someone from the dead—and fi g u rat ive ly speak-
i n g, he did re c e ive him back ” ( H eb. 11:17-19 NRSV).

A gainst fe a r, d o u b t , wo rry and human re a s o n i n g,
A b raham raised the shield of faith. He had total confi-
dence in God. The Almighty had promised to mu l t i p ly
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his descendants through Isaac—and A b raham knew that
God would never fail to fulfill wh at He had pro m i s e d.
A b raham also knew that if Isaac died, the ve ry Cre at o r
of life could, and wo u l d, re s u rrect him in order to fulfi l l
His pro m i s e. So, k n i fe in hand and arm ra i s e d, A b ra h a m
had been re a dy to sacri fice his beloved son.

God knew then that He could trust Abraham. He
knew that Abraham was ready to do anything He
would ask of him. Abraham had passed his ultimate
test of faith and proved to God that he was indeed
faithful. And from that time on, God’s promise to him
became unconditional. Notice: “Because you have
done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your
only son—blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I
will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heav-
en and as the sand which is on the seashore.... In your
seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:15-18).

Abraham is an example for us today. The Lord’s
promises were real to him. Before Isaac was even con-
ceived, this intangible son was real to him. Moreover,
the descendants God had promised him through this
son were a reality too—so much so that he did not hes-
itate to sacrifice his son. And that is genuine faith.

S o u rce of Fa i t h

How do we acquire faith? It’s not something we
can buy or something that can be implanted into our
minds through hypnotism. Rather, faith is something
that is developed. So where do we start?

Fa i t h , re m e m b e r, is the assurance that God will
accomplish wh at He has pro m i s e d. So we must start by
k n owing wh at God promises. And wh e re do we find that ?
In His Wo rd, the Holy Bibl e. Paul say s , “So then fa i t h
comes by heari n g, and hearing by the wo rd of God”
(Rom. 10:17). The fi rst step , t h e re fo re, is reading and
s t u dying the Wo rd of God—including listening to those
who expound the Wo rd of God to us (cf. Acts 8:31). Th e
B i ble is our production tool. “But these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Chri s t , the Son of God,
and that believing you may have life in His name” ( Jo h n
20:31). This is one of the reasons so many lack faith in our
d ay and age. People are not reading their Bible any m o re,
let alone studying it. Th ey don’t know wh at God has
p ro m i s e d, so how can they believe in His promises? Th e
m o re we know God’s Wo rd, the deeper we can be gro u n d-
ed in faith as we are commanded to be (Col. 1:23).

But the faith we acquire is not something we ge n e r-
ate ours e l ves. Rat h e r, as we study the Bibl e, God gives u s
fa i t h : “God has d e a l t to each one a measure of fa i t h ”
(Rom 12:3). It is a gi f t f rom God (Eph. 2:8). How does
God give us faith? Th rough His Holy Spiri t — faith being
p a rt of the “ f ru i t ” it grows within us (Gal. 5:22-23 KJV).
And how does one have the Holy Spirit? “ To these fa c t s
we bear witness, with the holy Spirit wh i ch God has give n
to those who obey him” (Acts 5:32 Moffatt Tra n s l at i o n ) .
H e re aga i n , we can see how the Bible is our tool fo r

a c q u i ring faith. In order to obey God, we mu s t
k n ow wh at He re q u i res of us.
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The Bible reveals to us God’s will—wh at He ex p e c t s
us to do. If we do wh at God expects of us, making a
c ovenant with Him to ch a n ge in order to fo l l ow the way
of life pre s c ribed in His Wo rd, we can be bap t i zed and
re c e ive His Spiri t , t h rough wh i ch He will grant us fa i t h
( c f. Acts 2:38; Gal. 2:20). Th u s , the faith we acquire by
the study of God’s Wo rd is accompanied by rep e n t a n c e
and fo l l owed by conve rsion (Acts 11:21).

As mentioned, God gives us a measure of faith. But
our faith must then grow (2 Thess. 1:3). This re q u i re s
t h at we pray for more (Luke 17:5), n o u rishing and
d eveloping the faith He gives so that it can become per-
fect and complete. More ove r, our faith must be exe r -
c i s e d in order to grow, just as A b ra h a m ’s was. His fa i t h
was brought to completion by his obedience. The book
of James stat e s , “ Was not our ancestor A b raham justi-
fied by wo rks when he offe red his son Isaac on the altar?
You see that faith was active along with his wo rk s , a n d
faith was brought to completion by the wo rk s ” ( 2 : 2 1 - 2 2
NRSV). Not only is obedience evidence of our fa i t h , bu t
faithful obedience enge n d e rs more of the same. Wi t h o u t
this continued exe rc i s e, our faith dies (v. 17). Fa i t h
re q u i res action in order to surv ive and grow.

Of cours e, this obedience itself is only possibl e
t h rough God—both the Father and Jesus Christ. Let us
n ever err in thinking that faith is only about God’s p ro m i s -
e s . The pri m a ry object of our faith must be God: “Do not
let your hearts be tro u bl e d. Believe in God, b e l i eve also in
m e,” C h rist said (John 14:1 NRSV). The object of our
faith is God the Father and Jesus Christ. We must believe
t h at God exists and that He ke eps His pro m i s e s — but also
t h at He has a plan for humanity and that this plan incl u d e s
C h ri s t ’s shed blood for the remission of our sins and His
l iving in us now to perfect us in His way of life.

Jesus Christ gave us the perfect example of liv i n g
faith. Too few people re a l i ze that Chri s t ’s actions, H i s
obedience to His Fat h e r ’s will, we re not the result of a
s u p e rn at u ral power that only He possessed. Divested of
His divine powe rs and thus a full human being (cf. Phil.
2:7; Heb. 4:15), Jesus said that by Himself He could do
n o t h i n g ( John 5:30). Meditate on that for a moment. His
faith was not of Himself. It was of His Fat h e r. Chri s t
s a i d, “Do you not believe that I am in the Fat h e r, and the
Father in Me?” (14:10). It was because the Father live d
in Jesus by the Holy Spirit that Jesus had such dy n a m i c,
l iving faith. Jesus had total faith in His Father and in the
p ower of His Spirit. How mu ch more should we not tru s t
o u rs e l ves and re ly only on God?

To d ay, we must have the same faith Christ did—
t h at is, the ve ry faith of Jesus Chri s t : “ H e re is a call 
for the endurance of the saints, those who ke ep the 

commandments of God and hold fast to the faith o f
Je s u s ” ( R ev. 14:12 NRSV). Those who are begotten of
God have the faith o f Jesus—as He now lives in us (Gal.
2:20 KJV). Christ has shown us the way and given us the
s u p reme example of living faith. And as A b ra h a m ’s fa i t h
was evidenced by his obedience to God, Je s u s ’ faith wa s
evidenced by the p e r fe c t example of obedience.

L i fe of Overc o m i n g

Through faith it is actually possible to obey God—
even in the face of forces that seek to destroy us. Every
instant of his life, the Christian struggles against his
own human nature, the temptations of the world and
the attacks of Satan. Humanly speaking, such a never-
ending struggle is tiresome and exhausting—and could
very well lead to discouragement or even hopelessness.
Faith is the remedy for this fatigue and discourage-
ment, as Christ Himself said: “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes” (Mark 9:23).

The shield of faith will protect us. For if we believe
in God’s promises, we will consider our situation, no
matter how difficult it may be, as nothing compared to
the glory promised to us (Rom. 8:18). We will consid-
er the fulfillment of God’s promises, as invisible as
they may currently be, to be tangible already. Paul put
it well: “We do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18).

And thankfully, we are not in the fight alone. God
has given us many bro t h e rs and sisters in His spiri t u a l
a rmy to encourage us and s t re n g t h e n our faith. Wh e n
Roman armies besieged a fo rt re s s , to protect themselve s
f rom the hail of enemy projectile fi re raining down upon
t h e m , s o l d i e rs in rectangular fo rm ation would raise their
shields side by side and end to end to fo rm a huge ceil-
ing of protection. When advancing against an enemy in
the fi e l d, rows of soldiers marched side by side, in cl o s e
fo rm at i o n , their shields fo rming a wall in front of them
with their short swo rds pro t ruding from the narrow gap s .
O f t e n t i m e s , the enemy didn’t stand a ch a n c e.

We too must march beside our brethren in the
faith—using our collective trust in God as a protective
ceiling and as an advancing wall against the enemy.
And in the end? We win! For as the Apostle John
writes: “This is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith” (1 John 5:4). Yes, just like Abra-
ham, may all of us learn to raise the shield of faith,
considering the promises and invisible rewards from
above as tangible now—as absolute reality! W A
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Isaiah (59:17). Yet notice what else
Paul calls the same piece of armor:
“But let us who are of the day be
sober, putting on the breastplate
of faith and love” (1 Thess. 5: 8).
As we’ve just seen, it is through
faith that righteousness (i.e. true
commandment keeping) is engen-
dered and it is through love that it is
expressed.

E x p l o ring this furt h e r, it is inter-
esting that the bre a s t p l ate is the item
t h at provides the wa rrior with cru-
cial protection from the otherwise

fatal onslaught of the enemy aga i n s t
the vital organs of the body. Wi t h o u t
i t , he is suscep t i ble to at t a ck and in
ve ry gre at danger of destruction. It is
an indispensable re q u i rement fo r
fending off the searching probes of
the adve rs a ry. Consider too that the
p ri m a ry organ behind the bre a s t p l at e
is the heart — fi g u rat ive ly the ve ry
place wh e re God’s law is to be kep t ,
and kept safe from the enemy. 

This understanding is an impor-
tant part of the Gospel message —
and living by it is an important part
of its transmission. For ge nu i n e
ri g h t e o u s n e s s , wh i ch comes thro u g h
fa i t h , is reve a l e d in it: “ The go s p e l
of Christ... is the power of God to
s a l va t i o n f o r ev e r yo n e w h o
b e l i eves.... For in it the ri g h t e o u s-
ness of God is REVEALED fro m
faith to fa i t h ; as it is wri t t e n , ‘ Th e
just shall LIVE by fa i t h ’” ( R o m .
1:16-17). We see here that ri g h t-
eousness is a function of the Gospel,
a manife s t ation of the power of God

at wo rk in the lives of men and
women who are tru ly living by fa i t h .

A m a z i n g ly, the Gospel itself is
p a rt o f t h e C h ri s t i a n a rm o r ( s e e
L a rry Salye r ’s art i cl e, “Shod with
the Gospel of Pe a c e,” s t a rting on
p age 18). So this all ties toge t h e r.
I n d e e d, as all of our armor is to
s e rve in the pursuit of ri g h t e o u s n e s s ,
eve ry aspect of it could be called the
“ a rm o r o f ri g h t e o u s n e s s ” — a n d
i n d e e d, Paul does just that in 2
C o rinthians 6:7. But it is most
i m p o rtant to remember that it is the
“ a rmor of GOD.” This armor mu s t
come from H i m . Our ri g h t e o u s n e s s
must come from H i m —or it is not

t rue righteousness. A lways re m e m-
ber that we need the real thing t o
p rovide re l i able protection aga i n s t
S at a n ’s at t a cks. We cannot affo rd to
re ly on some infe rior imitation if we
a re to succeed in the heat of bat t l e.

A l t h o u g h , as we have seen, ri g h t-
eousness is not an inhere n t ly human
ch a ra c t e ri s t i c, the Bible re c o rds that
c e rtain individuals did ach i eve in its
p u rsuit. In Heb rews 11 and other pas-
s age s , God names many of the ri g h t-
eous men and women of fa i t h , a n d
e n c o u rages us, t h rough their ex a m-
p l e, to understand our part in the
s cheme of things. This is nowh e re
better demonstrated than in the ex a m-
ple of the “ father of the fa i t h f u l ,” t h e
p at ri a rch A b raham. Th rough ri g h t -
eous obedience, A b raham demon-
s t rated his unshakable faith in God
(Gen. 22:18; 26:5; James 2:14-26)—
and that allowed God to ascribe to
Him go d ly righteousness (v. 23). But
as with us, t h at righteousness came
not from A b ra h a m , but from God.

So it is that God, t h rough the
wo rking of His Spiri t , is active ly ge n-
e rating go d ly righteousness within us
in order to later raise us up to His
l evel of existence—in perfe c t , h o ly,
righteous character. This is the
essence of the Gospel of God’s King-
dom and the ve ry basis upon wh i ch
the commission of God’s Church to
p re a ch that Gospel is pre d i c at e d.

A t t h e fi n a l c u l m i n at i o n o f
p rophesied eve n t s , when Jesus Chri s t
re t u rns to establish the Kingdom of
God on eart h , and to rule all nat i o n s
in ri g h t e o u s n e s s , we will join Him in
setting the perfect example of ri g h t-
eousness for the nations of the wo rl d.
And when God pours His Spirit out
on all flesh at that time, t h e re will be
u n ive rsal understanding by all peo-
ple of the liberating Truth of God.
Their age-old cap t ivity at the hands
of Satan will be re m ove d, and the
false teach e rs will be taken away. A l l
the nations will begin to walk in the
way of righteousness—not their ow n
ri g h t e o u s n e s s , but G o d ’s . For notice
wh at Je remiah prophesies of God at
t h at time: “ N ow this is His name by
wh i ch He will be called: T H E
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS”
( Je r. 23:6).

What a wonderful time to look
forward to. The good news of the
Gospel of righteousness is the ulti-
mate triumph of right over wrong,
truth over error, and good over evil.
From the beginning, God’s plan of
redemption has been to deve l o p
true righteousness within mankind,
opening up His very Family to us to
share rulership of the vast universe
and beyo n d. Wh at an incre d i bl e
destiny! May all of us who don the
breastplate of righteousness always
keep it securely in place over our
hearts. And one day, in the words of
Matthew 13:43, “the righteous will
shine forth as the sun in the king-
dom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!”

Breastplate—
continued from page 13

Consider too that the primary organ behind the bre a s t-
plate is the heart—figuratively the very place where

G o d ’s law is to be kept, and kept safe from the enemy. 
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His battle with Satan was the “ swo rd
of the Spiri t , wh i ch is the wo rd of
G o d ” (Eph. 6:17). But Jesus Chri s t
could not have wielded that “ swo rd ”
e ffe c t ive ly if He hadn’t been inti-
m at e ly familiar with it. It is that same
s p i ritual swo rd, the Wo rd of God, t h at
C h rist will use to smite the armies of

the hostile nations that will fi g h t
against Him at His Second Coming
( R ev. 19:13-15). And it is by this spir-
itual swo rd that all nations will eve n-
t u a l ly be brought into submission to
Jesus Christ and the Kingdom He
will establish at the beginning of His
millennial reign (Is. 2:1-4; 11:4).

In the New Te s t a m e n t , we often
see the apostles defending them-
s e l ves and their actions by quoting
G o d ’s Wo rd. Whether stru gg l i n g
against deceived human beings or
d i re c t ly against Sat a n ’s bro a d c a s t ,
G o d ’s Wo rd is a true and fa i t h f u l
we apon we must always have at the
re a dy : “ For the wo rd of God is liv-
ing and powe r f u l , and sharper than
a ny two - e d ged swo rd... and is a dis-
c e rner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart ” ( H eb. 4:12). Jesus Him-
self said, “ The Spirit [of God] give s
l i fe; the flesh counts for nothing.
The wo rds I have spoken to you are
s p i rit and they are life ” ( John 6:63
NIV). In fa c t , the ve ry wo rds He
then spoke are now part of the Bibl e,
all of wh i ch constitutes the “ Wo rd of
G o d.” And Jesus also said, “ M a n
shall not live by bread alone, but by
eve ry wo rd of God” ( L u ke 4:4).

If we study God’s Wo rd dili-
ge n t ly — m e m o rizing key ve rs e s
a n d, m o re import a n t ly, letting God

w rite His Wo rd on our hearts (Heb.
8:10; 10:16)—we will then be pre-
p a red to do battle with Sat a n , k n ow-
ing that we c a n d e fe at him with the
“ swo rd of the Spiri t .” L i ke Je s u s ,
we must use ve rses of the Bibl e
p ro p e rly — “ ri g h t ly div i d i n g ” G o d ’s
Wo rd. In fa c t , we are commanded to
do just that : “ E a rn e s t ly study to
s h ow yo u rself ap p roved to God, a
wo rkman unashamed, ri g h t ly div i d-

ing the Wo rd of Tru t h ” (2 Tim. 2:15
J. P. Gre e n ’s Literal Tra n s l at i o n ) .

Th rough praye r, fasting and dili-
ge n t ly studying the Wo rd of God,
we will not be alone in our stru gg l e
against evil. And that is of the
utmost import a n c e. For we cannot
“ go it alone.” Remember Chri s t ’s
wo rd s : “I am the vine, you are the
b ra n ches. He who abides in Me, a n d
I in him, b e a rs mu ch fru i t s : for with-
out Me you can do nothing” ( Jo h n
15:5). The Apostle Paul also re a l i ze d
this. In his letter to the Philippians,
he speaks to Christians of all age s ,
s ay i n g, “ For we wo rship God in the
S p i ri t , rejoice in Christ Je s u s , a n d
h ave no confidence in the fl e s h ”
(3:3). Earlier in the same book, h e
w ri t e s , “ Th e re fo re... wo rk out yo u r
own salvation with fear and tre m-
bling; for it is God who wo rks in
you both to WILL and to DO of His
good pleasure ” (2:12-13). And per-
h aps the most inspiring ve rse of all
to illustrate this point is found in the
book of Heb rew s , wh e re we are told
to look “unto Je s u s , the author and
finisher of our fa i t h , who for the joy
t h at was set befo re Him endured the
c ro s s , despising the shame, and has
s at down at the right hand of the
t h rone of God” ( 1 2 : 2 ) .

Th ro u g h C h ri s t ’s S p i ri t a n d

p owe r i n u s , we c a n ove rc o m e
w ro n g t h o u g h t s — a n d, c o n s e-
q u e n t ly, w rong actions. For it is
our thoughts that d e t e rm i n e o u r
actions (Matt. 5:22, 27-30). If we
s ow the right thoughts, we shall
re ap the right behavior! It has been
ri g h t ly said, “ S ow a thought, re ap
an action. Sow an action, re ap a
h abit. Sow a hab i t , re ap a ch a ra c-
t e r. S ow a ch a ra c t e r a n d re ap a

D E S T I N Y ! ” Th e re fo re we mu s t
b ring our thoughts under contro l —
“ b ri n ging eve ry thought into cap-
t ivity to the obedience of Chri s t ”
(2 Cor. 10:3-5).

C l e a rly, t h e o n ly way we c a n
l e a rn to re c og n i ze, then ove rc o m e,
the evil impulses Satan hurls at our
minds is through the power of God’s
S p i rit. Most people a l l ow t h e m s e l ve s
to be ove rcome by temptations. Few
remain faithful to God, His law and
His true way of life (Matt. 7:13-14).

We must determine not to allow
S atan to win the battle for control of
our minds! But we can only defe at
him by drawing close to God in
p rayer and occasional fa s t i n g, by
d i l i ge n t ly studying the Holy Bibl e
a n d t h e n a c t u a l ly u s i n g t h i s
swo rd—and by re lying ab s o l u t e ly
on Almighty God and the stre n g t h
of His Holy Spiri t .

Wh at will be the rewa rd, t h e n , o f
those who ove rcome Sat a n , his ev i l
society and their own sinful nat u re ?
“He who ove rcomes shall inherit all
t h i n g s , and I will be his God and he
shall be My son” ( R ev. 21:7). So
with God’s help, let us all continue to
ove rcome until that day when the
b attle for our minds is fi n a l ly and
p e rm a n e n t ly won. And may that day
come quick ly.

Battle—
continued from page 6

Through prayer, fasting and diligently studying the Word of 
God, we will not be alone in our struggle against evil. And that 

is of the utmost importance. For we cannot “go it alone.”
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