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About the Cover

Facing the New Millennium—Armed with the Armor of God
Despite predictions of peace and harmony for the near future, the world’s darkest
hour is fast approaching. Soon, the forces of evil will hold this world in their grip
as never before—and they're out to destroy YOU. This premier issue of The New
World Ahead explains how you can overcome them (see From the Editors).
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The Battle for Your Mind

Though global armed conflict is coming, the most important war
is already being waged. We are involved in a spiritual struggle
for control of our own minds. It is a fight that we MUST win. But
it requires the right armor—as well as preparedness for battle.

Feature Articles

The Helmet of Salvation

As helmets protect soldiers from fatal blows to the head, keeping the
wonderful vision of salvation and all that it entails in the forefront of our
minds will protect us from spiritual destruction.

The Breastplate of Righteousness

Obedience to the full spirit and intent of God’s commandments, born out of
genuine faith and love, will keep us in right standing with Him, safeguarding
our spiritual vitality.
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Be Girded with God’s Truth!

The belt of God's Truth holds other elements of our spiritual armor in place.
But a mere academic understanding of spiritual knowledge will not suffice.
Rather, God’s Truth must be lived.
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"B Shod with the Gospel of Peace
Like trustworthy combat boots, the encouraging Good News of God’s
Kingdom will carry us forward into battle—ironically, a battle for peace.

A Weapon for All Time

God's Word is pictured as a mighty sword—the sword of the Spirit. With it
we can not only defensively block enemy blows, but we may also offensively
strike at the enemy and put him to flight.

Raising the Shield of Faith

The greatest defense in our spiritual arsenal, faith will see us through to the
end of the fight. With absolute trust in Almighty God and His awesome plan,
ultimate victory is assured.

All scriptural references are from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.
The New World Ahead is a free educational service published and provided by the
Church of God, a Christian Fellowship, P.O. Box 161698, Fort Worth, TX, U.S.A.
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From the Editors

Facing the New Millennium—
Armed with the Armor of God _
Though we stand at the dawn of anew millennium, the immedi ate future do '

not seem to be getting any brighter. Just recently, we heard the traglc news of ye; 3

crumbling beneath his feat—as his society is ripped apart at the seams

More and more, the “signs of the times’ indicate that humanity is fast
approaching the end of its rope. Crime, violence and lawlessness are on the o
increase. Ignorance, poverty and superstition are widespread. Sickness and dis L
ease are rampant. The bottom hasfallen out of morality, as mankind sinksto new
lows. And beyond all this, nature itself appears to be convulsing in afit of vio-
lent earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and other disasters. What's really shocking
isto understand that times are, in fact, going to get far worse.

Are you prepared to cope with the traumatic events rapidly coming upon this
earth? Will you be able to deal with terrible calamities striking with ever-
increasing ferocity? Will you be left standing when the dust settles at the titanic
end of this age? There is one who doesn’t want you to. Indeed, this unseen
enemy wants you dead and gone—forever. But there’'s something you can do
about it. You can win the battle against him and against the inimical nature he
creates within you that, unchecked, would lead to your ultimate self-destruction.

How? The Apostle Paul tdls us, “Finaly, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might. Put on thewhole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
againg principalities... againgt spiritua hogts of wickednessin the heavenly pleces|i.e.
in the ar]. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to with-
gand inthe evil day” (Eph. 6:13). Paul then mentions six pieces of this“armor’—ese-
where cdled the “armor of light” (Rom. 13:12)—which we must learn to effective-
ly use: ahdmet, a breadtplate, a girdle or belt, shoes, asword and ashidd. These rep-
resent variousfacetsof our spiritual life—andin thisfirst issueof the NewWorld Ahead
magazine, these facets receive individud treatment in separate articles.

But it is important to remember that none of these elements stand alone. In
the original Greek of the New Testament, Paul used a single term here for
“whole armor”—the word panoplia. Perhaps we can learn more about it by
looking at the English word that derives from it—"panoply.” It is defined as“a
full suit of armor... amagnificent or impressive array... adisplay of ALL appro-
priate appurtenances [i.e. subordinate parts]” (Merriam Webster’'s Collegiate
Dictionary, 10th ed.). The sense hereisthat of being completely outfitted for the
battle. If you leave even one part of the armor behind, you're in big trouble.

Furthermore, in any baitle, be it physicd or spiritud, it is not enough to simply
be armed. Rather, a warrior's armor must be kept in good working order—and he
must be skilled in its use. Part of the skill involves understanding the tactics of the
enemy. Thusour lead article: “The Batlefor Your Mind.” It lays out the unseen spir-
itual struggle we are engaged in—and explains some val uable tools God has given us
to hep us prepare for batle. In the end, only those who are spiritualy armed and
ready will be victorious with Jesus Christ—standing strong forever and ever in the
brilliant new world that lies beyond the darkness of this age.
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beings and great evil princ
and against huge number
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@@ﬁ% . les very difficult to fight a powerful enemy
e Ll under any circumstances. But what if you couldn’t see him?What if you
didn’t know where the next blow would come from? During World War
11, the Alliesfaced such an enemy. They called it the “fifth column”—the
unseen “enemy within” intent on espionage and sabotage.
AT Yet the Allies are not the only ones to have ever faced an unseen
A enemy. For in fact, all of mankind does! Aswe shall see, thereisavery
powerful spirit being called Satan, who seeks incessantly to pervert our
thoughts, thereby gaining control of our minds so asto destroy us. This
wholly evil being first sinned against God long ago, before man was
ever created. His personal sin eventually resulted in fully one-third
of the myriads of angels following him into rebellion (Rev. 12:4;
Jude 6; 2 Peter 2:4). And it’s not just angels he can influence neg-
aively. For he is somehow able to inject his own evil thoughts
into our minds—if we don’t block them. In fact, the Bible gives
many details concerning Satan’s ceasel ess struggle to win con-
trol of our minds and destroy our chance to receive eternal life.
: God’ s people would do well to learn a valuable lesson from
* the Trojan War fought between city-states of ancient Greece and
""" the famed city of Troy. The Greeks sent the Trojans a gift of a
" large, wooden horse, leaving it outside the gates of Troy. The Tro-
— " jans brought the horse into the city, not realizing there were armed
S Greek soldiers hidden inside. They later crept out of the horse,
3 opened the gates of the city and let the Greek army inside. Thus were
the Trojans defeated. This incident later gave rise to the proverbia
expression, “Beware of Greeks bearing gifts!”
Now Satan, of course, is a far more powerful and cunning
enemy than were the ancient Greeks. His name is derived from a
Hebrew word meaning “adversary” or “enemy.” How appropri-
ate, since he constantly invades unsuspecting human minds
through his ideological Trojan horses. Satan tries to deceive
us into doing his bidding, instead of obeying and serving our
Creator. This powerful seducer * deceives the whole world”
into thinking that following his twisted ideas and philoso-
phiesisin our best interests (Rev. 12:9; 2 Cor. 12:14).
Satan is the greatest liar who has ever lived. Jesus
clearly described his evil character in addressing human
beings who were essentially led by him: “You are of
your father the devil, and the desires of your father you
want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own

fOr your
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resources, for he is a liar and the
ather of it” (John 8:44). The word
-Qenved from a Greek
] “slanderer " And
at is. For Satan not only
slanders human beings (cf. Rev.
12:10), but he even slanders God—
having lied to mankind about God's
plan and purpose from the begin-
ning. And his deception has grown
ever since.

Thedevil often usesone group of
deceived human beings—those who
fdsely claimto be God's minisers—
as tools to deceive countless others:
“For such are false gpostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves
into apogtles of Christ. And no won-
der! For Satan himself transforms
himsdlf into an angd of light. There-
foreitisno great thingif hisministers
also transform themsalvesinto minis-
ters of righteousness’ (2 Cor. 11:13-
15). These ministers do not teach the
full Truth of God, but preach “anoth-
er Jesus... adifferent spirit [and] adif-
ferent gospel” (v. 4; cf. Gd. 1:6-7).
And Satan orchestrates his great con-

spiracy with the ultimate goa of
destroying humanity in
mind, body and spirit!
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Satan’s Advances.

The Holy Scriptures give us a
clear picture of the unseen battle
that rages every day of our lives. So
how can we become more alert to
the devil’s tactics? How can we
protect ourselves from his decep-
tive reasoning? The Apostle Paul
understood a great deal about
Satan’s deception. He warned the
saints of God in Rome, Corinth and
Thessalonica to be alert—to not be
misled by the devil (Rom. 16:18; 1
Cor. 3:18; 2 Thess. 2:3).

Paul told the Ephesians that,
before their conversion, they were
“dead in trespasses and sins, in which
you once walked according to the
course of thisworld, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the
spirit who now works in the sons of
disobedience, anong whom aso we
al once conducted oursalves in the
lugts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires
of theflesh and of the mind, and were
by nature children of wrath, just as
the others’ (Eph. 2:1-3).

What is that “spirit” that now
worksin those who disobey God? It
is Satan’s spirit of lust, greed and
hatred. Satan’s spirit of envy, pride
and vanity. Satan’s spirit of rebel-
lion, dishelief in God and His
Word, and the exaltation of the self.
Satan’s spirit that would keep us
from worshiping, serving and faith-
fully obeying the Creator God.

This spirit or attitude permeates
the entire world, infecting all areas
of life: religion, education, politics,
interpersona relations, entertain-
ment, the arts, sports, etc. We often
hear of those who've had strong
impulses to commit the most
heinous acts of rape, molestation or
murder. What about those who * hear
voices'? The serid “Son of Sam’
murders of 1977 have recently
returned to the public’s attention
because of 21999 movie, Summer of

v X IQE:.. o
; éam (whlch is not recommended)

After terrorizing the city of New
York for months, the killer wasfinal-
ly caught. And in his confession, he
admitted that Sam, his neghbor's
dog, ordered him to commit the mur-
derd Remember, Satan is the prince
of the “ power of the air”

In order to better understand his
influence over mankind, we can per-
haps think of Satan using a gigantic
“spiritua transmitter” to broadcast
foul thoughts and attitudes round the
clock. His spiritual “superstation”
injects his evil attitudes into the
hearts and minds of every human
being who does not find a way to
resist or “tune out” theimpulses. But
how can we resst this powerful
broadcast? It's vital that we find out.
For unless we learn to reject Satan’s
soul-destroying attitudes, we will
never inherit the Kingdom of God.

Let's look back to Satan’s first
advances againgt the human race to
see more of his modus operandi.
After God had crested Adam, He
told him he could eat of al the trees
in the Garden of Eden except the
“tree of the knowledge of good and
evil” Why not? Because if he did,
he would “surely die” (Gen. 2:17).
God then created Eve to be Adam’s
hel per (vv. 18-25). Even though Eve
knew she was forbidden to eat from
this tree, she dlowed Satan to play
on her natural curiosity—and then :
succumbed to his deception. “Now
the serpent was more cunning than :
any beast.... And he said to the :
woman, ‘ Has God indeed said, “You °
shall not ezt of every tree of the Gar-
den?”’” (3:2). This was effectively
twisting what God said—that they
could eat of every tree except one.
Eve corrected the devil’s misrepre-
sentation, saying, “We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the garden;
but of the tree which isin the midst
of the garden [that is, the forbidden
treg], God has said, ‘You shal not
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edt it... lest you die’” (vv. 2-4).

But Satan cleverly countered
Eve's statement, saying, “You will
not surely die. For God knows that
in the day you eat of it your eyes
will be opened and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil” (wv.
4-5). He thus appeded to Eve'svan -
ity—her desire to become wise. The
devil cornvinced her that God had
lied to her—so she took the forbid-
den fruit. And Adam joined in her
sin: “And Adam was not deceived,
but the woman being deceived, fell
into transgression” —and she
induced her husband into sinning
with her (1 Tim. 2:14). Eve actudly
believed Satan’s lies, but Adam
didn’t. Yet, instead of following his
conviction by refusing to listen to
her, he proved just how weak he
was by giving in. Sadly, their sin
would bring an avalanche of woe
and misery upon themselves and all
their descendants (Rom. 5:5:12-21).

Soon afterward, Adam and Eve
began to learn what the price of their
disobedience would be. In a fit of
jedlous rage, their firstborn son Cain
killed hisbrother Abel (Gen. 4:1-15).
Asthese firgt parents of mankind no
doubt looked upon the lifeless form
of their dead son, their grief must
have been beyond words. They had
tuned in to Satan's spiritual wave-
length and accepted his lie that their
eating of the forbidden tree wouldn't
bring suffering and death. But suffer-
ing and death had arrived!

Ever since the sin of Adam and
Eve, humanity as a whole has been
“tuned in” to Satan's wavelength.
Just how this great deceiver injects
his evil thoughts into our minds is
not known. But picture the giant
transmitter again. Then think of your
mind as a spiritud receiver (like a
radio) that can pick up his evil
impulses. Remember, however, that
whether we accept and act on the evil
thoughts and moods he injects into

our minds is up to ud We can either
accept his evil impulses or tune him
out by ressting and regjecting them.
Today, some of Satan’s best
tools for disseminating his sinful
thoughts and attitudes are the mass
media, particularly television!
Though TV isn't evil of itself, much
of what's broadcast promotes Satan's
snful nature. In America, for exam-
ple, you could sit in front of atelevi-
sion set from morning to night and
see nothing but a constant stream of
anti-God ideas and concepts about
right and wrong. Yes, besides his
spiritual broadcast, Satan, as the
“god of thisage” (2 Cor. 4:4), isthe
unseen director behind much of
today’s eectronic broadcasting. So
we must all make sure to be careful
what we watch, since televison is
one of Satan’s mog effective tools!

Winning the Battle

Though the “first man Adam”
failed utterly in his struggle with
Satan, the “last Adam” —Jesus
Christ—would succeed in conquer-
ing the devil (1 Cor. 15:45; Maitt.
4:1-11). How? Before facing big
spiritua challenges, Christ first pre -
pared Himself by fasting and prayer
(cf. Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12). “And
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. And when He had fasted forty
days and forty nights, afterward He
was hungry. Now when the tempter
cameto Him, he sad, ‘If You are the
Son of God, command that these
stones become bread’” (Matt. 1:1-
3). He tried to provoke Jesus by
using the word “1F"! Yet the Son of
God stood His ground, and quoted
the Bible to rebuff him.

When thedevil took Jesusuptoa
high pinnacle of the temple, he chal-
lenged Him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw Yoursdf down. For it is
written: ‘He shdl give His angels

charge concerning you... lest you dash
your foot againgt a stone” (vv. 5-6).
Again, Satan tried to provoke Christ
into self-exatation. Jesus shot back,
“It is written again, ‘You shdl not
tempt the LORD your God'” (v. 7).
But the devil didn’t give up. Instead,
he took Chrigt “up on an exceedingly
high mountain, and showed Him all
the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. And he said to him, ‘All these
things | will give You if You will fal
down and worship me'” (wv. 8-9). Yet
how did Christ overcome the
tempter? By refusing to believe his
lies, by rightly quoting scripture,
and by commanding, “Away with
you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You
shdl worship the LORD your God
and Him only you shdl serve” (v.
10). Satan knew he had been defeat-
ed: “Then the devil left Him” (v. 11).

Christ’'s example of opposing
Satan clearly shows us how we, too,
can overcome him. Jesus fasted and
prayed before He met the devil. Then,
when this archenemy tried to provoke
wrong thoughts in Jesus mind, He
was able to resist them. The Apostle
James shows us that this is how we
can overcome Satan as well: “There-
fore submit to God. Resig the devil
and he will flee from you. Draw near
to God and He will draw near to you’
(James 4:7-8). Now we can't success-
fully resist Satan by our own power or
human devices. So before we can suc-
ceed in resding the deceiver, we
mugt firgt yield to God, submitting to
Him and His Word, asking Him for
the added spiritud strength—the very
Spiritual armor—to enable usto resist
and successfully overcome Satan's
“fiery darts’ (Eph. 4:10-18; Zech.
4:6). In this issue, The New World
Ahead examines the various pieces of
this armor, all of which are vital to
winning the war against evil.

One powerful tool Christ used in



The Armor of God

As we've seen, Paul concludes his letter to the Eph-
esians by exhorting all to put on the whole armor of God.
We must never forget that, as Christians, we are quite lit-
erally at war. We are the advanced guard of the Kingdom
of God, we are behind enemy lines, and we are vastly
outnumbered. Therefore, we need to be strong in the
might of the Lord, using every defense and every weapon
at our disposal. Our enemy, Satan, is the most cunning
and vicious of all enemies and we must not underesti-
mate him. To do so would be lethal. We are waging a spir-
itual war with stakes far higher than those of any previous
battle on earth.

Paul describes the armor of God in terms of the
battle gear of the Roman legionnaire. The Roman
legions were stationed in many places throughout the
Roman Empire: west, in Britain; north, along the Ger-
man frontier; south, in Egypt and along North Africa,;
and east, in Syria, Palestine and along the borders of
the Parthian Empire. With legions so widely quartered,
almost every citizen in the empire was familiar with the
sight and habits of these Roman soldiers. Their ubiqui-
tous presence would serve as a constant reminder of
vital spiritual truths we must never forget.

Paul tells us to stand having the belt of truth buckled
about our waist. This belt was a very important part of the
Roman gear, for from it hung the Roman short-sword and
to it was buckled the breastplate. If this belt was not
secure, the sword would fall to the ground and the breast-
plate would flop about, exposing the chest to an enemy
thrust. Just so, Truth must be firmly secured about
us—from it hangs the sword of the Spirit, and to it is
attached the breastplate of the righteousness we have
from God. If we loose the Truth, we drop the sword and
lose God's righteousness, exposing us to mortal blows.

The legionnaire’s breastplate was made of ham-
mered iron or brass. Just as the breastplate served to pro-
tect the vital organs of the warrior, even so the Christian
breastplate of righteousness serves to protect our spiritu-
al vitality. While we possess this righteousness, and act
according to it, our spiritual life is secure. Frequently the
legionnaire’s breastplate was decoratively ornamented,
enhancing the soldier's appearance. In a similar mannet,
the righteousness of God should richly ornament our con-
duct, being evident to anyone who looks upon us.

The Roman legionnaire’s feet were shod with tough
and durable leather boots. Strapped to the shin and
attached to the top front of the boots were thin but rugged
metal greaves, which protected the lower legs from
assault. Our feet should be shod with the gospel of
peace—that is, the reconciliation we have with God
through Christ, living the way of peace now through obe-
dience to God’s commandments, and the hope of world
peace that Christ will bring about when He establishes
the Kingdom of God on earth. The legionnaire’s boot
could take a lot of abuse and still not give out—and, in

like manner, the peace we now enjoy with God and the
hope of future world peace should enable us to endure
much abuse and not give out. Moreover, our spiritual legs
should be protected by this peace and hope, ensuring
that we will never have our feet “cut out from under us.”

Above all, Paul says, take up the shield of faith.
Faith—a belief in and trusting reliance upon God—is
our greatest defensive implement. Life is full of uncer-
tainties and trials. Faith provides the cover we need.
With it we are able to defend ourselves against the tri-
als we will endure, and even the direct assaults of
Satan.Moreover, our faith can grow—and in that regard
we have a shield that can become larger and larger. At
first the shield might be small, providing only a little pro-
tection. But with attention and care, we can develop
that shield into a full-body cover, something under
which we may take refuge when Satan is furiously
beating away at us.

The next piece of the armor Paul mentions is the hel-
met of salvation. The helmet covered the head and provid-
ed protection against blows that would disorient the war-
rior. Just so, our knowledge of salvation—what it actually
means, how we achieve it, what Christ has done for us,
and what we need to do—can keep us safe from disori-
enting blows. This knowledge is vital. Without it, one blow
could knock us senseless. And a disoriented warrior is
easily defeated, no matter how well equipped he may be.

Having all this gear, the final piece is the sword of
the Spirit, the Word of God. That is our only offensive
weapon. Knowing what God’'s Word says allows us to
make advances, to conquer, to become victorious over
our enemy, Satan, and the work he has done in our
human nature. The Word of God teaches us how to war,
how to strike, what the weaknesses of the enemy are,
and how to hold the ground we take. The sword of the
Spirit is an indispensable part of our battle gear, and
we must become expert at its use.

Finally, we should notice that none of the armor of
God covers our backside. Christianity is an offensive
war. We are not to turn tail and run; if we do so, we are
completely exposed to our enemy. Instead, God wants
us constantly advancing, constantly taking territory,
constantly slashing with the sword, fending off blows
with the shield, confident in the protection of the right-
eousness of faith, sure-footed, always able to endure,
having all our wits and senses fully engaged in the bat-
tle. We have every reason to be so, for we have a Cap-
tain who has already conquered, who is Supreme over
all, and who is our constant Companion in the fight!
Moreover, we are empowered with the greatest power in
the universe—the Spirit of God, which enlivens us and
fills us with power and a sound mind. With such sure
means at our disposal, what boldness we may have!

—David E. Medici
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by Rex |. Sexton

SdliVation

he earliest soldiers we have written records of are
1 the ancient Sumerians. They wore helmets. Soldiers
in the Bible, such as Goliath (1 Sam. 17:5) and King
Saul (v. 38), are also described as wearing helmets. In
fact, the helmet is universal in the history of arms. In
ancient times, individual soldiers carried different
weapons to attack the enemy—sword, sling, spear or
bow. But they virtualy all wore helmets.

Down through the centuries, helmets have saved many
lives. Usualy made of meta or heavy leather covered with
metal plates, the helmet served to deflect blows from the
enemy that would have injured the head—blows that
would otherwise have proven faa. The need for the hel-
met is obvious to anyone who observes modern-day sol-
diers or happens to see movies or depictions of battles of
previous periodsin history. And so it wasin Roman times,
when the A postle Paul told Christiansto wear a* helmet of
salvation” as part of the armor of God (Eph. 6:17).

Yet Paul may have had something else in mind too.
Beyond vitd protection for the head, hel mets served other
purposes in ancient times as well. For example, in close
combat it was necessary to know who among the jumbled
mass of sword fighting in front of you was your enemy—
and who was your compatriot. Therefore, just like uni-
formsin modern sports games, armor had to be necessari-
ly digtinct. And helmets—plumed, decorative and usually
visihle above the fray—served best for such identification.
Furthermore, like the ancient Greeks before them, many
Romean soldiers decorated their helmets with devotional
representations of the deities in whom they trusted. The
soldiers HOPE was in these gods—to protect them and
keep them safe in battle. It is this author’'s opinion tha

Paul, likely knowing that this fact would not have escaped




the notice of his audience, could have been drawing an
object lesson thereby, aswill be shown.

Moreover, versed in Scripture, Paul’ saudience was
probably familiar with the reference to God's own
“helmet of salvation” mentioned by the Prophet |saiah
(Is. 59:17). In his prophecy, |saiah writes of the return-
ing Messiah during the Day of the Lord. He aso will
be wearing, in afigurative sense, a helmet of salvation.
But what does this mean for Christians? How should
we understand and apply Paul’s directive to put on, or
cover our head with, the helmet of salvation?

The Greatest Danger

Jesus Christ promised that He would never leave
us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5). Hislast promise was that
He would be with His followers always, even to the
end of this age (Matt. 28:20). In realizing that we are
called to “endure al things’ (2 Tim. 2:10) and “endure
to the end” in order to be saved (cf. Matt. 24:13), we
must never forget that the world we now live in is only
physical and temporary. In this physical life, everyone
will suffer some hardship and problems before they
die. Christians also can be subject to persecution and
torment by those thinking they are doing God service.

But the great danger for Christiansisnot that of being
hurt physically. The danger weface isthat of being sepa
rated from God by our own sin. In fact, nothing that oth -
ersdo to us can ultimately harm us! Nothing that is done
to us can cause us permanent injury! We should never for-
get this important lesson that Paul learned and recorded
for us: “For | am persuaded that neither degth nor life, nor
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be ableto separate usfrom thelove of
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).
Only one thing can separate us from God—SIN! God
explained this clearly centuries before Jesus Christ was
born: “ Your iniquities have separated you from your God;
and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He
will not hear” (Is. 59:2). And that means that al of
humanity has been separated from God—since “al have

sinned” (Rom. 3:23). Moreover, adl of humanity has
been condemned, because “the wages of dn is
death” (6:23). Soin order to be reconciled to God,

to avoid the second death and to receive savation,

we must have our sins removed. One of the first steps
to receiving savation is to understand that our sins have
built a wall between us and our Creator—leaving us
“dead intrespassesand sins’ (Eph. 2:1) and utterly unable
to save oursaves! Paul goes on to explain that “we dl
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once conducted ourselvesin the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the
mind, and were by nature chil-
dren of wrath” (v. 3). But from
the very beginning, the Creator
had a plan to save men from
their sinsl “For God o loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting
life’ (John 3:16).

Paul goesto great lengths
to explain that salvation is not
possible without the sacrifice
of Jesus Chrigt first reconciling us to God. It is only then
that we receivethe Holy Spirit, through which Christ lives
within us— eading usto ultimate salvaion (Rom. 5:9-10).
Peter described the process we must @l go through this
way: “ Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Chrid for the remisson of sins; and you
shdl receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Yet
these firg steps of repentance—i.e. actudly turning from
sin—accepting Jesus Christ's payment of the desth pend-
ty in our stead and being baptized arejust the beginning of
the journey towards salvation. The remainder of the jour-
ney involves living a life of obedience to God's com-
mandments and laws and drawing closer to Him through
the power of God’s Spirit.

It is on this lifelong journey that every Christian
must dways be wearing the “helmet of salvation.” For ¢
the journey we are on isone of constant battle. This bat- :
tle, however, isnot visible. It takes place inside our hearts :
and minds (see Raymond McNair's article, “The Batle :
for Your Mind,” beginning on page 4). Most newly con- *
verted Christians start out with the goal of walking the
path of yielded obedience to God &l the way to the won-
derful salvation He has promised. However, itisvery sad
but somewhere dong the way a number of people make
a different choice—to neglect salvation.

Christ foretold that thiswould happen in the parable
of the sower in Matthew 13: “Now hewho received seed
among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the
cares of thisworld and the deceitfulness of riches choke
the word, and he becomes unfruitful” (v. 22). Many
Christians begin with a high hand and much enthusiasm
for following God—only to grow weary or Smply die a
dow spiritual death through neglect. God’s Word warns
us not to fall into this terrible predicament: “We must
give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard,




lest we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels
proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedi-
ence recelved ajust reward, how shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation...?” (Heb. 2:1-3).

In the spiritual battle Christians are engaged in,
neglecting what God has called us to—if not stopped
in time—will result in a mortal wound to the “head,’
i.e. to our mind and spirit. For ultimately forsaking
God means eternal death (6:4-8; 10:26-31). So, to pro-
tect us from this “head wound,” we need armor for the
head—we need the helmet of salvation.

Mind on Things Above

In securing our minds against Satan and the cares
of this world, Paul tells us what our focus should be:
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hid-
den with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory”
(Col. 3:1-4)—the actual glory of God!

In 1 Thessalonians 5:8, Paul more specificaly refers
to the helmet we must put on when he tells us to put on
*as a helmet the HOPE of salvation.” Concerning our
future glory, the Apostle John says, “Beloved, now we
are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed
what we shall be, but we know that when Heisrevealed,
we shall belike Him, for we shall see Him asHeis. And
everyone who has this HOPE in Him purifies himself,
just asHeispure” (1 John 3:2-3). Indeed, that hope will
inspire us to conform our lives to Hidl

In order to win the spiritual battle we are in, we
must never lose sight of the reason God called us—the
hope of salvation! It'is the assurance of salvation that
gives the follower of Jesus Christ the vision and deter-
mination to fight the daily battle against Satan and his
devices. We mugt never lose our focuson savation if we
are to endure to the end and win the race as Paul did.

The men and women who have trodden the path to
sdvation before us have had to endure great afflictions
andhardship in order to obey God. It isamazing to under-
stand that not one.of them has yet received the promises
that God hasin store for them (Heb. 11:39). They all died
with one thing—HOPE. They had hopein God's promis-
es. They had hope in God's future Kingdom. They had
hape in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which makes sava
tion possible. They had the hope of thefirst resurrection.

God's Word gives us many examples of how others
have worn their “hdmet of salvation.” Abraham, the
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“father of the faithful,” kept congtantly in his mind a
vison of the New Jerusdem. Can you follow this exam-
ple: “For he was looking forward to the city with foun-
dations, whose architect and builder is God” (Heb. 11:10
NIV)? This was an example set for us by a man who
livedin atent in the desert! How did he do it? If wefocus
daily on the incredible future that awaits us, then any
problem or tria of thisphysicd life canbeput inits prop-
er perspective. Paul reminds usthat *the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revedled in us’ (Rom. 8:18).

It is so human and normal for us to become bogged
down in the trials, problems and difficulties of this
physical life. It requires God's help to keep our minds
focused on the big picture—the coming Kingdom of
God, which will rule over al the earth. When that time
comes, dl of the previous 6,000 years of mankind liv-
ing Satan’s way will be al but forgotten. Tears will be
wiped away and everyone will live an abundant life
according to God's laws (Is. 11). Just thinking of that
wonderful time and how we can share in Christ’s throne
to bring it about (Rev. 3:21) is one way to be constant-
ly wearing your “helmet of savation.”

The night Jesus was betrayed was a time of great
trial and confusion for His disciples. Right before they
faced these events, He admonished them to focus on the
place He would be preparing for them: Do not be wor-
ried and upset.... Beieve in God and believe dso in me.
There are many rooms in my Father's house, and | am
going to prepare aplace for you. | would not tell you this
if it were not 0. And after | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come back and take you to mysdlf, so that you
will be where | am” (John 14:1-3 Today’s English Ver-
son). How much time do we spend studying about and
reflecting upon the place that Jesus is preparing for us?
This hope and vision stayed with the disciples as they
carried out the commission Christ gave to them. Until
they died, these men served God and never lost hope—
and dl but perhaps one suffered violent martyrdom at the
hands of evil men! Yet they died with their hemets on!

We must not lose hope either. Christ will “present
[us] holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His
sight—IF indeed [we] continue in the faith, grounded
and steadfast, and are not moved away from the HOPE
of the gospel” (Col. 1:22-23). And for that, we need the
helmet of salvation. We must al ways keep the prize of
God's calling (Phil. 3:14)—the Kingdom of God,
being part of God's Family for all eternity—foremost
in our mind and thoughts. And then, just as those who

continued on page 17
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the followers of Jesus Christ the Son
of God, are cdled to righteousness.
Indeed, in what has traditionally
become known as the “Sermon on
the Mount,” Jesus delivered our pri-
mary mission statement; “ Seek first
the kingdom of God and His right -
eousness’ (Matt. 6:33). Earlier in
this same sermon, in the preambleto
what has ultimately emerged as the
Christian “congtitution,” delineating
principles by which His chosen fol-
lowers should live, Chrig empha
sized what God truly expected of
believers in contrast to the standard
set by the religious orthodoxy of that
day. He said, “Unless your right-
eousness exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will by no means enter the kingdom
of heaven” (5:20). Furthermore, the
Apostle Paul later explained that in
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being outfitted with the spiritual
“armor of God,” Christians are to
have “put on the breastplate of
righteousness’ (Eph. 6:14).

But, we must first ask, just
what exactly IS righteousness?

Let it be stated up front tha
real righteousness, as required for
salvation, is something totally dif-
ferent than what most people think
of and accept as righteousness. For
like most other commodities, when
it comes to righteousness, there are
counterfeits. Aswe will see human
beings, aided and abetted by the
“god of this age” (cf. 2 Cor. 4:4),
have devised a hollow substitute,
which has deluded and deceived the
masses of humanity to this day.

But we look first at true right-
eousness. The genuinearticle, which
we might call “genuine righteous-
ness’—although there is really only
one kind—sitsin stark contrast to its

cheap counterpart, foisted onto the
professing Christian world by Satan
and his minigters (cf. 2 Cor. 11:15).
It isthis genuine article to which all
true Chrigtians must aspire if they
are to respond to the clear teachings
of the Savior of al mankind in order
to receive the crown of righteous-
ness that His death and resurrection
has made possble.

Again, though, just what IS
righteousness? As Christian sol-
diers, we must know the answer—
in order to fulfill the very purpose
of God in our lives.

Right with God

In order to understand just what
real righteousness is, we must
know whereto look for information
about it and the origin of its princi-
ples. Of course, any definitive con-
sideration of the matter has to
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restrict its deliberations to those
contained in God’s inspired Word,
giving specia consideration to
those laid down by the example or
teaching of Jesus Christ Himself.
God has not left us in ignorance,
but we need to diligently search out
the details of what is involved,
“rightly dividing the word of truth”
(cf. 2 Tim. 2:15).

As the word itself suggests,
righteousness is the essence of
being or doing “right” in the eyes of
God, of choosing good over evil,

obey God. But Jesus clearly did not
do away with God's law, as many
today maintain. Indeed, in 1 John
5:3 the love of God isdefined asthe
keeping of His commandments.
Moreover, Jesus prefaced His com-
ment about exceeding the right-
eousness of the scribes and Phar-
isees (Matt. 5:20) with these words:
“Do not think that | came to destroy
the Law or the Prophets. | did not
come to destroy but to fulfill. For
assuredly, | say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, one jot or one

Ancient Israel’s King David stated it plainly in a psalm
to God: “All Your commandments are righteousness”
(Ps. 119:172). So, in order to be in right standing with
God, we must be keeping His law. Indeed, this is the
message of the whole Bible.

which epitomizes the intention of
God's great plan of savation for
mankind. Interestingly, in the origi-
nal Hebrew of the Old Testament as
well as the origina Greek of the
New Testament, the words translat-
ed “right” and “righteous,” aswell
as “just” and “justified,” have the
root meaning of “lined up strait.”
The sense conveyed here is that of
being in perfect alignment with
God and Hisway.

We can seethis even moreclear-
ly when we look at the Bible'sdirect
definition of righteousness. Ancient
Israel’s King David stated it plainly
in apsam to God: “All Your com-
mandments are righteousness’
(Ps. 119:172). So, in order to be in
right standing with God, we must be
keeping His law. Indeed, this is the
message of the whole Bible. Jesus
Himsdf even sad, “If you want to
enter into life, keep the command -
ments’ (Matt. 19:17).

Yet some think that Jesus
taught only a message of “love’—
abrogating former requirements to
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tittle will by no means pass from
the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever
therefore breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least [by
those] in the kingdom of heaven;
but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven” (vv. 17-19).

Yet some consider ritual obser-
vance of the letter of the law to fulfill
therequirement of righteousness God
has given us. However, intdling usto
obey His commandments, God had
far more in mind. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus spelled out,
unequivocally, the* magnification” of
thelaw of God that His ministry was
to teach and demonstrate (cf. Is.
42:21). He cameto show us the spir -
it of thelav—that is, the broad mean-
ing God actualy intended by giving
particular commands.

Notice Christ’s explanation of
the sixth commandment against
murder: “Y ouhave heard that it was
said to those of old, ‘Y ou shall not
murder, and whoever murders will

be in danger of the judgment.’ But |
say to you that whoever is angry
with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment.
And whoever says... ‘You fool!’
shall be in danger of hell fire”
(Matt. 5:21-22). Thus, Christ was
showing God' slaw to be even more
binding than had been thought pre-
viously. For not only did He forbid
overt actions, but even the thoughts
that lead to them.

Another example, which
immediately followsin Matthew, is
that of the seventh commandment
against adultery. Jesus says, “You
have heard that it was said to those
of old, *You shall not commit adul-
tery.” But | say to you that whoever
looks at awoman to lust for her has
adready committed adultery with
her in his heart” (vv. 27-28).
Again, the commandment is broken
by thoughts—it is violated in the
heart. And the “heart”—that is, the
seat of emotion and feeling—is
where we are to KEEP God'’s law.
That isthe very purpose of the New
Covenant, the terms of which
Christians partake of now. In
describing it, God says, “For thisis
the covenant that | will make... |
will put My laws in their mind and
writethem on their hearts’ (Heb.
8:10; cf. Jer. 31:33).

In this way, “the righteous
requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4). A little
|ater, we will look more at the need
for God' s Spirit. But first, a caution
about a ditch many fall into.

Beware Self-Righteousness

Assmpleasit sounds, the actu-
al achievement of genuine righteous-
ness is beyond man’s natura ability.
God'sWord says, “Thecarna [flesh-
ly] mind isenmity against God; for it
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is not subject to the law of God, nor
indeed can be’ (Rom. 8:7). Indeed,
Scripture tells us that “there is none
righteous, no, not one; there is none
who understands; there is none who
seeks after God” (3:10-11). In dl of
human history, only Jesus Christ
lived a perfectly righteous life. And
this was only possble because He
had the Holy Spirit without measure
from conception. For as we will see,
only with God's help—indeed, with
His own righteousness—can we ever
aspire to genuine righteousness in
our own lives.

Yet, as has been mentioned,
there is a counterfeit of the genuine
article that Satan has foisted onto the
world. An effort to attain righteous
ness without total and complete
reliance on God's help, it isknown as
self-righteousness—or, as God’'s
Word labels such efforts, “ our right-
eousnesses.” The Prophet Isaiah
writes, “But we are all like an
unclean thing, and all OUR right-
eousnesses are likefilthy rags’ (Is.
64:6). The prophet was describing
the people of ancient Israel perfectly.
Their main problem was that of try-
ing to attain righteousness by mere
human effort. Paul explains,
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for Isradl is that they
may be saved. For | bear them wit-
ness that they have a zed for God,
but not according to knowledge. For
they being ignorant of God's right-
eousness, and seeking to establish
their own righteousness, have not
submitted to the righteousness of
God” (Rom. 10:1-3).

This problem came out worst
among the religious leaders of
Christ’s day. The hypocrisy that He
0 vehemently opposed among the
Pharisees and rdligious bigots was
the self-righteous keeping of the let-
ter of the law from an inherently
judgmental and self-exalting view-
point (cf. Matt. 23). Moreover, Chrigt
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blasted them for coming up with a
strict—even ludicrous—lig of regu-
lations for people to obey that ran
directly counter to theintent of God's
commandments (cf. 15:1-9). Indeed,
this seems to be one of the worst
examplesof Satan’s counterfeit right-
eousness there has ever been. And it
is absolutely incumbent upon us to
make sure we avoid it (v. 14).

Asthe patriarch Job came to see
(Job 42:5-6), the perfection of God's
righteousnessisfar beyond anything
wewill ever attainin thisflesh (cf. 1
John 1:8, 10). Yet, with God's help,
we can begin the journey toward the
perfect righteousness He offers—
and begin living by it in increasing
degrees even today. But how?

Only from God

As true Christians, we must
learn the lesson of looking to God
rather than ourselves as the author
of our salvation. God is the One
who provides us with the power to
enable us to meet His requirements

isa gift from God Himself.
Another part of the fruit of
God's Spirit is faith (Gal. 5:22-23
KJV)—an essential eement in mak-
ing genuine righteousness possible.
Remember that no oneistruly right-
eous on his or her own merits. For,
with the exception of Christ, we
have dl sinned (Rom. 3:23). And no
amount of future obedienceto God's
lav will negate the past disobedi-
ence of which we have al been
guilty. Being declared righteous is
only possible through the shed blood
of Jesus Christ. He paid the pendty
for sin in our place so that our sate
could be wiped clean, so to spesk.
Yet we must accept this sacrifice,
having faith in the atonement
offered through it, in order for it to
actually be applied to us. We are
then counted righteous before God.
But it does not end there. For we
must continue in righteousness—
which, again, is only possible
through faith. As Paul explained, the
law is established by faith (Rom.
3:31)—that is, through fath it is

As true Christians, we must learn the lesson of looking to
God rather than ourselves as the author of our salvation.
God is the One who provides us with the power to enable
us to meet His requirements of obedience and tenacity.

of obedience and tenacity. That
power is His Holy Spirit. Remem-
ber that love is defined as the keep-
ing of God's commandments? Well
that love is “poured into our hearts
BY the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 5.5).
Indeed, loveisthe primary aspect of
the fruit of God's Spirit (Gal. 5:22-
23). And, asActs 2:38 explains, the
Holy Spirit is given upon repen-
tance, i.e. turning back to obeying
God (5:32), and the outward symbol
of baptism. Thus, righteousness,
like the dements it comes through,

now actualy possible to obey God
as an expresson of true love. For
faith, i.e. the faith we receive from
God's Holy Spirit, empowers us to
overcome sin (1 John 5:4). This is
the path to genuine righteousness.
As we’'ve seen, Paul was
inspired, in characterizing the vari-
ous facets of a Christian’s spiritual
armor, to picture righteousness as a
“breastplate”” Indeed, God inspired
the same imagery in the book of

continued on page 30
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he hateful, envious religious leaders had Jesus
Christ brought before Pontius Pilate, the
Roman governor, for execution. But Pilate
was surprisingly stubborn, quite to the chagrin of
\1?51.15 accusers. So they became more vehement
'd outspoken. Pilate, somewhat intimated by
: ,;ﬁhem called Jesus and asked Him whether He was
L lindeed the King of the Jews. Thistime Christ, who
ad been virtually slent so far throughout these
lllegd proceedings, did answer, “You rightly say
4 that | am aking. For this cause | was born, and for
is cause | have come into the world, that | should
bear witness to the truth” (John 18:37). Pilate’s
‘I response is telling—and disappointing. “What is
_ truth?’ he asked (v. 38). And yet a number of peo-
ple have posed this same question throughout the
ages. Most, however, don't seem to know and,
unfortunately, many don't seem to even care.
But if we want to be Christ's disciples, we
have to know, and we have to care. Since Christ
bore witness to the Truth, so must we. And to do
so, we must first know what Truth is. Jesus Him-
self stated that God's Word is Truth (17:17). And
this Word has come down to usin the form of the
Holy Bible. Thus, everything written in Scripture
is true. Christ, the living Word of God (John 1:1;
Rev. 19:13), is “the way, the truth, and the life”
(John 14:6). However, far too often, man has
rejected God's Truth and replaced it with his own
imaginations (Rom. 1:18-23). Man's concept of
“truth” is many times in error and detrimentally
opposite to right knowledge. In fact, man'swis-
dom often prevents him from arriving at the cor-
rect understanding of God and His Word (1 Cor.
1:21; 2:6-8; 3:18-19).
Yet with God's help, we can understand. And
indeed, it is our duty to study God's Word to come
to know the Truth of God. Paul admonished the
Evangelist Timothy, “Earnestly study to show ¢
yourself approved to God, a workman unashamed, :
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15
JP. Green's Literal Trandation). Of course, this :
admonition was not meant for Timothy alone. We £
must all take it to heart—even passing God'svalu- ¢
able Truth on to others as the need arises. Howev-
er, the best way to pass this Truth on is not always
in what we say.
You see, it is not enough to just “know” the
Truth on an intellectual basis. Rather, we must
really have a desire to put into practice what we
learn. Christ tells us in John 7:17, “If anyone
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WILLSto DO Hiswill, he shall know concerning the
doctrine, whether it is from God” and, therefore,
whether it is true or not. So in order to gain total free-
dom from error, we must be willing to—and actually—
live God's Truth. Christ told His disciples that they
would know the Truth and that the Truth would set
them free (John 8:32)—IF they would abide in, i.e.
continue to live and practice, God's Word (v. 31).

Children of Light

The Apostle Paul makes it very clear that we must
be “clothed” or “armed” with God's Truth. We have to
“wear” it condantly. Discussing the armor of God in
Ephesians 6:14, Paul writes, “Stand therefore, having
girded your waist with truth’—that is, asagirdle or belt.

Jesus used a similar metaphor in Luke 12, telling
Hisdisciples, “ Let your waist be girded and your lamps
burning; and you yourselves be like men who wait for
their master, when he will return from the wedding, that
when he comes and knocks, they may open to him
immediately. Blessed are those servants whom the mas-
ter, when he comes, will find watching.... Who then is
that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will
make ruler of hishousehold, to give them their portion
of food in due season? Blessed isthat servant whom his
master will find so doing when he comes™ (vv. 35-43).

Putting these admonitions together, it should be
clear that, for our waist to be girded with Truth, we
must continually be living the way of Truth (Ps.
119:30). And we thereby set an example for others to
perhaps do likewise. Indeed, that's part of Jesus
instruction that our lamps be kept burning. This
includes shining as lights to those who are in darkness
(Rom. 2:19). Our blameless conduct will identify us as
children of God, giving light to others in this crooked
and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15). We are to “walk”
as children of light (Eph. 5:8) by doing good works,
serving others (Matt. 5:14-16). To accomplish this, we
must put on the “armor of light” (Rom. 13:12), of
which Truth is a part. And this means walking proper -
ly, asin the daylight (v. 13)—according to the light of
God'sWord (Ps. 119:105).

Our Christian “walk” is all about how we live our
lives. The Apostle Peter said, “Therefore gird up the
loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully
upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ, as obedient children, not con-
forming yourselves to the former lusts, asin your igno-
rance; but as He who called you is haly, you also be
holy in all your conduct.... Since you have purified
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your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervent-
ly with a pure heart” (1 Peter 1:13-22).

Peter makes it very clear that being properly gird -
ed means being obedient to the Truth. God' s children
do not live a life of practicing lies. The Bible tells us
plainly that only those who do God’' s commandments
will enter the New Jerusalem. Those who love and
practice lies will not be permitted there (Rev. 22:14-
15). We must realize that Truth and lies are incompati-
ble—indeed, they are diametric opposites. That’'s why
Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, commanded,
“Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you
speak truth with his neighbor’” (4:25).

The incompatibility of Truth and liesis something
we should know quite well. So said the Apostle John:
“I have not written to you because you do not know the
truth, but because you know it, and that no lieis of the
truth” (1 John 2:21). Why? Because God is a God of
Truth, who cannot lie (Deut. 32:4; Titus 1:2). If we say
anything contrary to the Truth, if we “color” the truth
somewhat, if we tell “white’ lies, we break God's
Word and are, in fact, engaging in lying.

Of course, more is involved than just telling the
truth and refraining from telling lies, as we' ve seen. It
also involves our conduct. For example, if we make a
promise and then refuse to do what we promised, we
become, in effect, aliar (cf. Num. 30:2; Deut. 23:21-
23; Ps. 15:1-5; 66:13-14; Prov. 20:25; Prov. 25:14;
Eccl. 5:2-6).

Remember what Peter said—that we, as “obedient
children,” cannot continue fulfilling our former lusts of
the flesh. If we do, we do not practice the Truth. Rather,
we then wak in the way of, and thus live in, error (2
Peter 2:18). Every way contrary to God’s way of lifeis
in error—alie. For example, Scripture explains that the
prophet Balaam, who was greedy for money, walked in
error (Jude 11). We must be ableto discern between the
spirit of Truth and the spirit of error (cf. 1 John 4:6).

When we walk in Truth and righteousness, God
can and will use us as His instruments. Many times,
just by providing a good example, we can “turn a sin-
ner from the error of his way” and “save a soul from
death” (James 5:20). This means, then, that our con-
duct must be right and true—it cannot consist of
actions of which we would be ashamed should they be
exposed by the light of day. Notice John 3:21 in this
regard: “But he who does the truth comes to the light,
that hisdeeds may be clearly seen, that they have been
donein God.” We, having been purified, are towalk in
the way of Truth.
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The verse of Peter cited above revealed that obey-
ing the Truth is directly tied to loving one anather and
doing so “fervently with a pure heart”—i.e. without
ulterior motives. Indeed, this is the very evidence that
we are of the Truth. Jesus said, “By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35; cf. 15:12). But how can love
provide such evidence—how can it be seen? The Apos-
tle John gives us the answer: “ My little children, let us
not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in
truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before Him” (1 John 3:18-19).

We don’t love another person “in truth” if we refuse
to help him when it is in our power to do so. If, on the
other hand, we love someone “in deed,” that's visible—
and it can therefore be known that we are of the Truth.
Thisis very practical. The book of James tellsus, “If a
brother or sister isnaked and degtitute of daily food, and
one of you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed
andfilled, but you do not give them the things which are
needed for the body, what does it profit?’ (2:15-16).
Notice what James is asking: Where is God's Truth
being shown in your life if you refuse to help othersin
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need? Will your bad example help others to learn about
God's Truth? Will they worship God when they see your
lack of action speaking louder than your caring words?
The answer, of course, is that they won't.

Armed with the Same Mind

But how can we—weak, insignificant, helpless
human beings—be so bold as to even think that we
could really stand up for God’s Truth?Well, just looking
at what we can do, out of our own strength, such an
endeavor would indeed be presumptuous and quite
impossible to accomplish. God, however, does not
expect usto do it on our own. In fact, He does not want
usto even'try that, as we would surely fail. Jameswarns
us in this regard, “My brethren, let not many of you
become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a
stricter judgment. For we dl stumble in many things....
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No man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of
deadly poison. With it we bless our God and Father, and
with it we curse men, who have been made in the simil-
itude of God” (3:1-9). So if every person is doomed to
fail in word and deed, how can we ever be teachers of
God's Truth? How can we ever betrue representatives of
God who has willed not to, and therefore cannot, lie?

The answer to this dilemma can be found in the
remainder of James 3. Though the natural man isinca
pable of conducting himself completely truthfully,
verse 12 points out that this carnal man can be over-
come, for it emphatically states, “My brethren, these
things ought not to be so.” In other words, these things
can be changed. We can become truthful, obedient to
God's Word of Truth. We can be counted worthy to
teach God's Truth to others—by our example as well
as our words. But how?

Again, not by human strength. There IS a way,
however. When Paul stated in Ephesians 6:14 that we
needed to be girded with Truth, his words had already
revealed how this could be accomplished. As has been
stated, this Truth is part of the armor of GOD (wv. 11,
13). All the pieces of that armor, including Truth, have
to comefromGod. They have to be given to usby God.
And God has promised to do that. However, we must
play a part in thistoo, to be sure. For we have to accept
and then utilize God’ s promise. And, when God gives
us His Truth, granting us understanding, we have to
retain this precious knowledge. We have to treasure
it—so that wewon't forget it, so that it won't slip away
from us (Heb. 2:1). But, let us now ask, how does God
grant us the understanding of His Truth?

Just prior to His crucifixion, Christ promised His
disciples that He would send them another helper, the
“Spirit of truth,” which would guide them "into all
truth” (John 16:13). Man would receive God' s actual
power, life and mind. Both the Father and Christ would
dwell in man through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9; Gal.
4:6). Indeed, the Holy Spirit—through which we can
share God’'s own mind—is the source of ALL the
armor of God. That's why Peter says, “ARM your-
selves also with the same mind” (1 Peter 4:1)—and
this certainly includes the belt of God's Truth.

Furthermore, God's Truth can only come from
Him. And we can only understand His Truth if we are
of Him and of the Truth. This requires that God be
working through us and in us. And He does so through
His Spirit. Moreover, the Holy Spirit does not just
teach us al the Truth. For true knowledge is of no
value if not applied and used. And so we read that
God's Spirit of Truth is also a Spirit of * power and of
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love and of a sound mind” (1 Tim. 1:7). God's Holy
Spirit empowers us to obey the Truth (cf. 1 Peter 1:22).
It empowers us to love our fellow man sincerely, fer-
vently and truthfully—which might include sharing
with him our physical possessions or, at times, our spir-
itual knowledge. And it empowers us to do this with a
“sound mind”—that is, with the discernment as to how
to do and not to do it, so that we don’t cause unneces-
sary offense (cf. 3:15).

With God' s powerful Spirit working mightily with-
in and through us, we can indeed be girded with God's
Truth. And we will then grow spiritually. The Christian
lifeis one of forward progression in learning and living
the Truth of God. Asthe “Battle Hymn of the Republic”
proclaims, “His truth is marching on.” And for those
girded with this Truth, that means continuing to
increase in understanding, continuing to become more
and more perfect in love and good conduct, and contin-
uing to share with others what we have learned, all until
the day of Christ's coming. And then, something
remarkable will occur.

We have read, in Luke 12:35, that we must gird up
the loins of our minds while waiting for our Master's
return—which entails living God's Truth as we under-
stand it. But we will never come to the full and perfect
understanding of God’s Truthin thislife (1 Cor. 13:9-12).
To be sure, God's Spirit will guide usinto more and more
Truth, and we are to become more and more perfect,
growing in the perfect knowledge of Christ—that is, in
Christ's understanding of God's Truth. And we must, of
course, put into practice what we understand. But perfect
understanding will only come when we are changed at
the resurrection to meet Christ at His coming. Notice how
thisis referred to afew verses later in Luke 12.

When Christ comes back and sees us “so doing,”
HE will gird Himself and serve us (v. 37). Though this
statement is to be understood quite literally, there also
seemsto be afigurative reference here. Christ, our Mas-
ter, who is girded with perfect understanding of God's
Truth, will serve us by passing this ultimate under-
standing on to us. He will give us al the Truth that He
Himself possesses. Then, the Spirit will have accom-
plished what was promised—to guide us indeed into
“ALL" the Truth.

What an awesome process is described here. God
has prepared for us a future that this world knows virtu-
ally nothing about. But you are privileged to know. And
of those who know, much is required (v. 48). So let all
of us continue, then, to walk more and more boldly in
God'sway of life. And always girded with His Truth,
may WE go marching on.
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Helmet—
continued from page 10

have gone before us are an example to us, so we can
be to others.

Remember the ancient Roman soldiers? They
wanted others around them to know what side they
were on. And some even publicly displayed homage
to the supernatura forces in whom they depended.
Now it's true that Christians are not to be displaying
such images, attempting to honor God with pagan
customs—but, as | dated earlier, a lesson can be
drawn here nevertheless. As publicly devoted asthese
men were to their gods, we should be even more so to
the true God—not with images, but with godly char-
acter that isvisibleto others. While true Christians are
not to be offending others or trying to force religion
whereit is not welcome, we should set an example for
othersto seein the way we live our lives. Christ com-
mands us, “Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). Part of wearing the
helmet of salvation involves living alife that displays
therighteousfruit of God’s Spirit. We are also warned
not to deny Christ or hide our faith from others:
“Whoever confesses Me before men, him | will also
confess before My Father who isin heaven. But who-
ever denies Me before men, him | will aso deny
before My Father who isin heaven” (10:32-33).

Thisisan areain which many of usneed to make
magjor improvements. Religion is, for the most part,
unpopular in our modern culture. Paul’s message was
so unpopular in his day that he was often scorned,
stoned and run out of town. Nevertheless, he was not
ashamed of the message or calling he'd been given:
“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God to sdvation for everyone who
believes’ (Rom. 1:16). Paul knew that the message he
taught was the only hope of salvation. His calling was
to wear the helmet of savation and to arm as many
other people with it as he could. He labored and sac-
rificed everything to accomplish the mission God
gave him. No wonder a crown of righteousness awaits
Paul at the resurrection (2 Tim. 4:8). That crown will
also await you—if you will wear your helmet of sal-
vation as agood soldier of Jesus Christ today. As Paul
said: “Therefore | endure all things for the sake of the
elect, that they aso may obtain the salvation which is
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2:10).

Are you wearing your helmet of savation?
Good soldiers always do.
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his world is not a peaceful place! We are bombarded by an endless
stream of bad news. Perhapsit's ahot war between developing coun-
tries or some protest against civil government. But increasingly, it
could just aseasly be a mass shooting by a student in school or adis
gruntled employee in theworkplace. Or maybeit’s just another sick-
ening incident of divorce, asanother family is shattered into pieces.

Prepared to march=-

Shod with ihe
Gospel of Peace ... ...

Of course, though it seems to be escaating these
days, war and conflict is nothing new. The Bible tells
usthat peace was taken from the earth at the dawn of
human history, in the Garden of Eden, when Satan
the Devil, the “god of thisage” (2 Cor. 4:4), cor-
rupted our fird parents, Adam and Eve. Shortly
thereafter, they were gected from the Gar-
den—their son Cain, the firgt child born into
the world, becoming a murderer. Indeed,
gtrife and war have been the common fate
of most of Adam and Eve's descendants
ever since. The Prophet Isaiah tells us,
“The way of peace they have not
known, and thereis no justicein their
ways, they have made themselves
crooked paths; whoever takes that
way shal not know peace’ (Is.
59:8). And yet, that isthe path the
world has taken—and which
even God's people sometimes

fal into.
Assaulted by a barrage
of gtrife and contention, not
only among those around
us, but frequently in our
own persond lives,how
many of us would
consider protecting
ourselves with
shoes?Yet we find
special shoes
recommended
as an integral
part of what
the Apostle
Paul calls
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the “whole armor of God"—just as
the Roman legionnaire wore sturdy
leather sandals with ankle support
and hobnailed soles half an inch
thick. We could properly refer to
them as combat boots. Any experi-

can permit the soldier to lay down
his weapons and cease his constant,
nerve-wracking vigilance. Only true
peace can cam his personal fears
and fulfill the larger purpose for
which he fights. But in the battle

nations’ (Matt. 28:19) are carrying
the same Good News, following in
His footsteps. Their feet are also
beautiful to those who accept their
message of the peace that will come
through Jesus Christ.

*The soldisr—that is, the great sofdier—of foday is not 3 romantic animaf, dashing at forlorn Ropes,
gnimated by frantic sentiment... but 3 guiel, grave man, besied in charls, gxact in sums, master of
the art of taclics, eccupied in ivia! detall; thinking, as the Duoke of Wellington was said io da,
MOST of the shoss of his soidiars, "

enced soldier, even today, will tell
you that his combat boots are a criti-
cd factor in waging successful battle
against the enemy. Tough and
durable, they protect the feet on haz-
ardous terrain, they support the rest
of the body, and they are crucial to
effectively marching toward the god.
In short, a soldier's shoes are the
foundation on which he stands, and
the vehicle that carries his weapons
into battle.

With that in mind, notice how
Paul describes the battle shoes of a
Christian: “... having shod your feet
with the preparation of the gospel
of peace” (Eph. 6:15). This unusual
metaphor demands closer examina-
tion. Why are the feet associated
with the Gospel ? And why is peace
the focus of the Gospel in this con-
text of warfare? The answers lie in
understanding some key truths
about God's marvelous plan for the
future of mankind.

Beautiful Feet?

Theword “Gospel” isthe equiv-
aent of “Good News.” What could
be better news to those engaged in
battle than an announcement of
peace? For no matter how effective
the armor, war is miserable. Only
the cessation of warfare and the con-
fidence that it will not be resumed
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with Satan, true peace can come
only when the foe is vanquished and
his power taken away. And the
Gospel of peace, as the Bible
revedls, includes the good news that
Satan’s power to stir up the forces of
evil and wage continual war against
mankind is going to be destroyed
through Jesus Christ. Soon, He will
set up the Government of God on
this earth and bring peace at last.
The Prophet Isaiah describes
both the messenger and the message
contained in this Gospel: “How
beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him who brings good
news, who proclaims peace, who
brings glad tidings of good things,
who proclaims salvation, who says
to Zion, ‘Your God reigns’” (Is.
52:7). Beautiful feet? Yes—because
they are the vehicle by which this
wonderful messageisddivered. And
“mountains’ in biblical prophecy are
symbolic for kingdoms or néations.
So the pictureis of a messenger car-
rying awonderful message of peace,
salvation and divine rule to the
nations. Isaiah’s description applies
firg and foremost to Jesus Christ
Himsdf, who, at the beginning of
His ministry, “came to Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom
of God” (Mark 1:14). But intruth, all
who obey Christ’s instruction to
“go... and make disciples of dl the

And what a glorious message it
is. Isaiah prophesied the hirth of
Jesus and the eventual effect of His
righteous rule after His future return
and triumph over Satan:* For unto us
a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given; and [at Hisreturn] the govern-
ment will be upon His shoulder. And
His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlagting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of His government and
peace there will be no end, upon the
throne of David and over His king-
dom, to order it and establish it with
judgment and justice from that time
forward, even forever” (Is. 9:6-7).

The Psalms declare God’ s com-
ing intervention to bring man the
peace and stability that have always
escaped him: “The LORD sits as
King forever. The LORD will give
strength to His people; the LORD
will bless His people with peace”
(29:10-11).

And once again Isaiah tells us,
“Then justice will dwell in the
wilderness, and righteousness
remain in the fruitful field. The
work of righteousness will be
peace, and the effect of righteous-
ness, quietness and assurance for-
ever. My people will dwell in a
peaceful habitation, in secure
dwellings, and in quiet resting
places’ (Is. 32:16-18).
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Peace flows from righteousness.
And what is righteousness? Living
by God’s commandments (Ps.
119:172). Aswe've seen, Isaiah dso
explained that there is a WAY to
peace, which humanity does not
know. Obvioudly, then,that way isin
obeying God's laws. And if we
choose to live in disobedience, the
same prophet has another message
for us: “' Thereis no peace, says my
God, ‘for the wicked'” (Is. 57:21).

How, then, will the world finally
learn the way of peace? By beng
taught to live by the commandments
of God. As Isaiah assures us and the
Prophet Micah echoes: “For out of
Zion shdl go forth the law, and the
word of the LORD from Jerusaem”

As soldiers of Jesus Christ, we are ip be conveyinyg this Gaspel
of peace—nof only in helping i to be verbally prozizimed, but
by our parsonal sxample of Highisous Nuing. Christianily is

i offen deseried in Seriplire 35 2 “walk. " And fo this walk, we
are ig &2 demonsiraliog that conflict aod sirife and war will

Wy

makes clear, Jesus will initially
have to fight against His enemies
when He returns to earth—but only
to establish peace and offer al of
mankind permanent peace.

In al of this, perhaps we can
better understand why the feet of
those bringing us this wonderful
message are so precious and, as
God's Word says, beautiful. But it's
not only about the future. Nor is it
just about what the messengers say.

Pursue Peace

As soldiers of Jesus Christ, we
are to be conveying this Gospel of
peace—not only in helping it to
be verbally proclaimed, but by our

4 kavenp placs in the Kingdom of God.

(Is. 2:3; cf. Micah 4:2). And this
understanding will be universal:
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
My holy mountain, for the earth shal
befull of the knowledge of the LORD
asthe waters cover thesea” (Is. 11.9).

Isaiah and Micah both tell us of
that great day: “He [Christ] shall
judge between many peoples, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; they
shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into prun-
ing hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war anymore” (Is. 2:4;
Micah 4:3). As Revelation 19
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personal example of righteous liv-
ing. Christianity is often described
in Scripture as a “walk.” And in
this walk, we are to be demonstrat-
ing that conflict and strife and war
will have no place in the Kingdom
of God. We are called to counter
the prevailing human wisdom that
regards turning the other cheek as
weak and foolish. And this demon-
stration also shows that a degree of
peace is possible even now—inner
peace and peace with others—
through obedience to God’s
commandments.

Yet living at peace with our
neighbor will require special effort.
Jesus pointed out that the world is so
steeped in the ways of Satan the
Devil that, today, His message of
peace often actually provokes con -
flict among family and friends (Matt.

10:34-35). For upon conversion,
Christians become opponents of
Satan and his way of life. And since
virtualy al people are victims of his
deception and do not grasp the spiri-
tud principles by which Christians
strive to live, the result is conflicting
values (cf. John 15:19). Even the nat-
urd affection of family is usually not
enough to prevent controversy
between the converted and the
unconverted. Thus, Christians are
not often called into an ervironment
of peace at thistime.

Furthermore, our enemy, the
devil, is anxious to see us give in to
the culture about us and engage in
srife, hatred and murder. Thus, his
world bombards us with constant
pressures and
opportunities to
become like he is.
Behind the scenes,
he stirsup grifeand
conflict. He pro-
vokes men to wrath.
He takes away jus
tice and sows dis
couragement and
fear of failure. He goads usto lash out
a the system and those who trouble
us. Hewaitsfor ustofdl into histrap.

So what do we do in the face of
all this? Sometimes the best defense
is a good offense. In this case, we
strap on our combat boots and
march forward—combat here ironi-
caly meaning to extend peace to
others, spiritualy fighting against
the way of Satan. Indeed, Christians
are charged with taking theinitiative
in establishing peace as a fundamen-
tal goal of human relations: “ Pur sue
peace with all people, and holiness,
without which no one will see the
Lord” (Heb. 12:14). Again, not all
men will respond in kind to our
overtures of peace—but it is our
duty to give them the opportunity to
do so. Paul tellsus, “If it ispossible,
as much as depends on you, live
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peaceably with all men.... Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good” (Rom. 12:18, 21).

Even if we are unsuccessful in
provoking others to pursue peace,
we will have fulfilled our calling to
be peacemakers. And there are
tremendous blessings for such
efforts, including a place in the
Family of God. Christ taught His
disciplestheimportance of apeace-
able attitude and way of life, say-
ing, “Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of
God” (Matt. 5:9).

So where's the best place to
start? With family—not just our
physical family, but aso our spiritua
family, the Church of God. Christ
provided a formula for preserving
peace within His Church. The very
first step demands that through the
Holy Spirit we summon the courage
to communicate honestly and
frankly with our spiritual brethren
when actud conflict arises. Christ
said, “Moreover, if your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone”’ (18:15).
This is the beginning of a genuine
“peace process” Can you imagine
what would happen in the world if
everyone obeyed the command to go
to his fellow man and work out con-
flict instead of spreading accusations
and gossip?

Yet al too often, we fail to live
up to our Chridian responsibility in
this area. Instead, misguided and
offended individud s may seek solace
from others—which only results in
recounting someone’s alleged sins,
thereby sowing discord and widening
the area of conflict. Negligence in
following Christ's clear instruction
on conflict resolution may indeed be
one of the greatest weaknesses
among God' s people. Yet how canwe
effectively carry the Gospel of peace
to othersif we are unwilling or afraid
to prectice it ourselves?
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Onward, Christian Soldiers!

Knowing all this in advance,
Jesus gave His disciples the
weapons for resisting the devil.
“These things | have spoken to you,
that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation;
but be of good cheer, | have over-
come the world” (John 16:33).

Christ is putting His followers
on notice that life in Satan's world
will not be easy. Therewill be plen-
ty of contention and argument.
There will be persecution. There
will be temptations to join in the
fray. But we must look beyond the
limitations of our persona strengths
and trust in Christ to give us peace.
And we can look to the light at the
end of the tunne, knowing that
Christ is going to return in power
and glory to bring peace for all.

Having our feet shod with the
preparation of this Gospel of peace
is a powerful weapon againg dis-
couragement and fear. Our confi-
dence is in the coming King of
Peace. We are empowered to resist
Satan, who would like to subvert us
into defending ourselves by carnd
means. This life may be a constant
spiritual bettle, but we have the
peace of knowing that Christ will
eventually save us from destruction.

Furthermore, our commitment
to peace is a fruit of the Spirit of
God (Gal. 5:22-23). Christ within
uswill give us peace and lead us to
be peaceful—if we are yielded to
Him. Notice the Apostle Paul’s
comforting words to Christians:
“Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything, by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving, let your
reguests be known to God; and the
peace of God, which surpasses all
under standing, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus’ (Phil. 4:6-7). Did you catch
that? It says the peace of God will

GUARD your hearts and minds! So
peace redly is an eff ective compo-
nent of our spiritual armor. Focus-
ing our attention and our message
on the peace that follows Christ's
victory can give us the vision to
press on toward the goal of God's
Kingdom.

Yes, prophets of old foretold
the coming of this Kingdom to
usher in a time of unprecedented
peace and quiet assurance. Jesus
taught the same message of peace
and sent his disciples out to declare
peace to others. Christ pronounced
a blessing on the peacemakers, and
both Jesus and His apostles exhort-
ed the Church to proclaim peace
and pursue it in their personal lives.
When Christ returns, He will bind
Satan and administer righteous
judgment over the whole planet.
And incredibly, this strife-torn
world will finally know peace.

Echoing the words of Isaiah,
the book of Nahum exclaims,
“Behold, on the mountains the feet
of him who brings good tidings,
who proclaims peace!” (1:15). The
“him” here, we should now recog-
nize, represents the true servants of
God—their feet “shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace.”
May this be all of us—taking the
fight to the enemy, planting our
spiritual boots firmly on new terri-
tory, and yet always advancing.

Thankfully, as Christian sol-
diers, we have the priceless privi-
lege of knowing the outcome of the
war we are in. And we can focus
our attention on the time when the
victory will be ours and when last-
ing peace will be a visible reality.
We can carry on the fight in the
confidence that we are fully pro-
tected by the whole armor of God.
And that we are marching forward
with the hope of the world, the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God—
the Gospel of everlasting peace.
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for All Time

y Bill Swanson

For the vast majority
of human history, the

sword has been the weapon of

choice. It isonly in the last few

centuries that guns, newly invent-

ed, have taken over that position.

But swords still capture our imagina:

tion, whether they be King Arthur's

Excalibur or Luke Skywaker's light-

saber—being, in the words of Star Wars

character Obi-Wan Kenobi, “not as clumsy

or random as a bl aster—an elegant weapon

for a more ‘civilized' age” Of course, that

hacking into people could truly be described

as “elegant” is arguable. Still, thereisa certain

mystique about swords and sword combat. Yet

for dl practica purposes, it must be admitted that

swords in the familiar sense are obsolete in mod-

ern warfare. Nevertheless, there isa sword that can

provide greater protection than any modern

weapon—and that protection is sorely needed right
now, even at the turn of the millennium.

Today, we arein constant jeopardy againg thieves,
sexua deviants and other societal predators. Yes, we
have police departments and other security services that

can serve as armor against these criminals. Some homes
are equipped with security alarms where just the flip of a
switch can bring a police or security officer within min-
utes. Indeed, there are many materia devices that people
use for protection. While some turn to mace or even hand-
guns, most of us rely on securely locked doors and per-
haps electronic detectors or a Club for the car. There's
even a hidden homing device that can beingtalled in your
car, which, inthe event it is stolen, will enable it to be
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tracked by 11 satellitesin the sky.

We can and should take certain
physica precautions to protect our-
selves as well as those we love. But
there is one thing from which no
physical device will protect us—the
chief of al evils, Satan the Devil, and
his efforts to destroy our minds.
“Because your adversary the devil
walks about like aroaring lion, seek-
ing whom he may devour” (1 Peter
5:8). Even in our so-called Chrigtian
society, this evil is aways at work—
and we need to be aware of it and
know what is needed to defend our-
selves. The Apostle Paul instructs us,
“Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the
wiles [Greek methodia or “meth-
ods’] of the devil.... For we do not
wrestle againg flesh and blood, but
againgt principalities, against pow-
ers, against the ruler of the darkness
of this age, againgt spiritud hosts of
wickedness’ (Eph. 6:11-12).

These invisible spiritua forces
are what we are dl up against—and
they are immune to physica arma
ment. But we do have access to
armor that can protect us—the armor
of GOD, as the rest of this magazine
makes clear. And a very important
part of that armor isthe“sword of the
Spirit,” the Word of God (v. 17)—a
timeless wegpon as effective today as
it ever was. Yet sadly, many don't
think so these days—mainly because
they have not yet proven it. For you
see, if God's Word is properly used,
and IF we have proven it, the mighti-
et evils will fal before it—and ulti-
mate triumph will be ours.

We Must Prove It!

Can just anyone use God’s
armor? Do you know how? In the
centuries when swordplay was the
order of the day, most people knew
not to go into battle if they were not
skilled swordsmen. And one thing all
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skilled swordsmen knew was not to
go into battle with a wegpon with
which they were unfamiliar. Well,
many have tried to use the spiritual
sword, the Word of God, asserting
that it did not answer their problems
nor protect them—Ileaving them, of
course, very discouraged. Why?
They were unfamiliar with it and
hadn’t really proven it! Scripture
itsdlf tels us that we need to study to
show ourselves approved and to be
able to lay God's Truth out in a
draight line—that is, to properly use
it (2Tim. 2:15).

Notice the example of David. He
was given the armor of Saul to pro-
tect him from the enemy, the Philis-
tine giant Goliath. David, however,
knew he couldn't use this armor
because he had not used it before and
had not proven that it would work (1
Sam. 17:39). But he had proven what
he already had—and what he had
was the armor of God! Yes, he had a
staff and asling—and put five stones
for dinging in his shepherd's bag.
But notice that even with these phys-
ical items, his red armor was his
trust in God! He told Galiath, “You
come to me with a sword, with a
spear, and with ajavelin. But | come
to you in the name of the LORD of
hosts, the God of thearmiesof |sradl,
whom you have defied. This day the
LORD will deliver you into my
hand” (vv. 45-46). David could trust
God to deliver him as he had aready
experienced and proven Him! Before
going out, he had said, “The LORD,
who delivered me from the paw of
the lion and from the paw of the bear,
He will ddliver me from the hand of
this Philistine!” (v. 37). And we al
know the miraculous outcome.

Another example is given to us
in the book of Acts—thistime aneg-
ative example. Paul performed mira-
cles, even the casting out of demons.
Yet others, who had not proven the
armor of God, tried to do the same

(19:12-14). The result? “ The evil
spirit answered them, *Jesus | know
and Paul | know about, but who are
you? Then the man who had the evil
spirit jumped on them and overpow-
ered them all. He gave them such a
besting that they ran out of the house
naked and bleeding” (vv. 15-16). So
again, we must prove the armor God
gives—including His Word—and we
must be sureto use it properly.

Real Protection

The Word of God is the surest,
most powerful weagpon in the uni-
verse. Indeed, by it God created the
universe (Ps. 33:6). Furthermore,
Jesus Himsdlf is referred to as the
Word of God: “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. Hewas
in the beginning with God.... And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth” (John
1:1-2, 14). And & the end of the
Bible, John writes of Christ’s return,
“Now | saw heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse. And He who
sat on him was caled Fathful and
True, and in righteousness He judges
and makes war. His eyes were like a
flame of fire, and on His head were
many crowns. He had anamewritten
tha no one knew except Himself. He
was clothed with a robe dipped in :
blood, and His name is called The :
Word of God” (Rev. 19:11-13). :
Jesus, as the God who communicat- £
ed with the Isradlites in the Old Tes- *
tament (cf. 1 Cor. 10:4), wasthe One
who directly inspired the Holy Bible
on the Father's behalf.

Jesus set a powerful example
for us when He used the written
Word of God (i.e. of His Father and
Himself) to protect Himself from
Satan and his tactics. The book of
Matthew shows that Satan actually
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guoted Scripture, although twisting
it to his own purposes: “Then the
devil took Him up into the holy
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the
temple, and said to Him, * If You are
the Son of God, throw Yourself
down. For it is written: “He shall
give His angels charge over you,”
and, “In their hands they shall bear
you up, lest you dash your foot
against astone’’” (4:5-6).

Jesus' defense was to quote
God's Word right back, using it cor-
rectly: “ It iswritten again, * You shall
not tempt the LORD your God'” (V.
7). Christ had afull range of scriptur-
a knowledge. Too many have used
only partsof theWord of God astheir
weapon and to no avail. While we
may only need to quote certain vers-
es, to do that properly requires know-
ing the whole Bible. Jesus said we
must use all of theWord of God—live
by every word (v. 4). Peter warns that
many take the words of God and twist
them to their own destruction (2 Peter
3:15-16). We mug not be among
them. Rather, we must be those who
use God'sWord properly. Then, it can
help usin so many stuations.

Fecing financial disaster? Per-
haps you're not using what God's
Word says about aprinciple of finan-
cid blessing: “Bring dl the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be
foodin My house, and try Menow in
this... if I will not open for you the
windows of heaven and pour out for
you such blessing that there will not
be room enough to receive it. And |
will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, so that he will not destroy the
fruit of your ground, nor shall the
vine fail to bear fruit for you in the
field” (Md. 3:10-11). Knowing
God's Word and what it says about
tithing can protect us from Satan and
keep us from financid ruin. One
individua saw this happen when he
started to tithe and observe the other
laws that God has given to us. His
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wheat crop was in danger of being
wiped out by a storm. He prayed
about it—another injunction con-
tained in God's Word—and then
watched through his window as the
torrential rain came up to his fence
line and stopped, the storm passing
over without hurting his crop at all.
God fulfilled the promise contained
in His Word!

Another example is that of a
young teenager who was threatened
by “gang members’ in his school.
They told him they would cut his
throat if he came back to school the
next Monday. But this young man
went home and took out the spiritu-
al sword of God'sWord. Init heread
of special miracle-working power
being given through prayer and fast -
ing. For in Matthew 17, after the dis-
ciples had unsuccessfully tried to
cast out ademon, Jesus said to them,
“If you have faith as amustard seed,
you will say to thismountain, ‘Move
from hereto there] and it will move;
and nothing will be impossible for
you. However, this kind does not go
out except by prayer and fasting”
(vv. 20-21). So this young man
USED God's sword—he prayed and
fasted. Returning to school the next
Monday, he found that the principal
had expelled all these gang members
and he had no more trouble with
them. Again, the Word of God is
sure—itis“living and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).

Cutting Through
the Deception

Perhaps the most important area
the sword of the Spirit protects us
fromis being deceived in our minds.
What most don't redize isthat Satan
the Devil “deceives the whole

world” (Rev. 12:9). In the guise of
light and truth, he is now deceiving
the minds of many people on this
earth and even some among the
Church of God. “For such are false
apostles, deceitful workers, trans
forming themselves into apostles of
Christ. And no wonder! For Satan
himsdf transforms himsdf into an
angel of light. Thereforeitisno great
thing if his ministers aso transform
themselves into ministers of right-
eousness, whose end will be accord-
ing to their works’ (2 Cor. 11:13-15).
Even Chrigians are warned to be
aware of Satan’stactics, such as sub-
tlety. “But | fear, lest somehow, as
the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the smplicity thet is
in Chrigt” (v. 3). To help us defend
ourselves, Peter gave us this admoni-
tion: “1 tir up your pure minds by
way of reminder that you may be
mindful of the words which were
spoken before by the holy prophets,
and of the commandment of us, the
apostles of the Lord and Savior” (2
Peter 3:1-2)—that is, the Word of
God! We need to continue to fill our
minds with the Word of God, our
spiritual weapon to protect our
minds from those who are trying to
lead many astray.

Sadly, many today are being
turned off from God and Chrigtianity
as a result of church splits and
schisms. But God's Word can keep
us focused. Paul wrote to the Evan-
gelist Timothy, “Yes and al who
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will suffer persecution. But evil men
and impostors will grow worse and
worse, deceiving and being
deceived. But you must continue in
the things which you have learned
and been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them, and
that from childhood you have known
the Holy Scriptures, which are
ableto makeyou wisefor salvation
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g #
In d'e"Ecribing the armor E_')f God in'Ephesians 6, why does the Apostle Paul tells us we
need a belt of Truth asiwell as the “sword of the Spirit,” which, he says, is the “word
of God”? After all, Jesuis said that God’s Word is Truth Uohn:17:17): So doesn’t being
. girded with Truth entail being girded with God’s: Word? Indeed. Of course, the
throu g h i “sword” would metaphorically hang on this belt and be drawn from it—but why
faith which is i

; do we see it pictured as a separate implement?
in Christ Jesus. The term “word” is usually translated from the Greek /ogos and, in the
All Scri pture is phrase “word of God,” often denotes “the sum of God's utterances, e.g., Mark
. . R ' 7:13; John 10:35; Rev. 1:2,9” (Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
given by inspiration of .

Old and! New Testament Words, 1985, p. 683)—that is, all Scripture, the
God, and is prof itable for Holy Bible. And that can be related to the belt we are to be girded with—
doctrine, for reproof, for ekl T,

. f .p ; : So what of the sword, the “word” of God? Though: the whole
C_OWeCtI on, for Instruction in : “word [logos] of God is... sharper. than any two-edged sword” in
righteousness, that the man of

Hebrews 4:12, the picture Paul paints in' Ephesians 6:17 is more
God may be complete, thoroughly detailed. As the King James Study Bible’s note on this verse

; ” states: “The Greek term rendered ‘word" is not logos, referring
_?_C_IUngidz f](-)7r) every gOOd work (2 to the whole Word of God, but rhema, referring to certain
m. 5:12-17).

portions or selected verses of Scripture.” Vine's Expository
We must all do as Joshua was

Dictionary; supports  this understanding: “The significance

instructed to do by the preincarnate Word . o.f !‘her?a (?s ;:Iiitin’ctth from /ggofs)”:s ex'eTpIiflifdh i!1 ::e

: injunction to take ‘the sword: of the spirit, which is the

of GOd’I the ;nehwh(f) rt])er]iaﬁe \EJSthgIS word of God, Eph. 6:17; here the reference is not to the
Joshua learned that if he followed this direc- A

whole | Bible 'as ‘such; but to the individual scripture
tiveit would dways protect himand bring him which the Spirit brings to our, remembrance for use in

; R i time of need, a prerequisite being: the: regular storing
Iastlng SucGess and prosperty. Only be slreng X of the mind with Scripture” (p. 683).
and very courageous, that you may observeto do e The picture, then, is this. From the belt of Truth—
according to dl the law which Moses My servant the totality of God’s revelation—we may. draw.forth,
commanded you [the 0n|y written Word of God at as a'sword, individual scriptures or passageifto use in
; . : : ; articular. circumstances. With such powerful ‘state-
that time]; do not turn from it to the right hand or to : B W s ”pgrr)/' ik
the l€ft, that you may prosper wherever you go. This

whatever blows are being dealt against us—and we
Book of the Law shall not depart fromyour mouth, but may offensively “thrust” at the enemy. This is the

you shal meditate in it day and night, that you may il very example Jesus Christ set for us in Matthew 4

. R Ll Ak as he countered Satan’s temptations by quoting
observe to do accord ng to al that is written in it. For hii scriptures. Of course, no verse exists in isolation.
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you

Particular  scriptures should be understood in
will have good auccess. Havel not commanded you? Be light of the whole of biblical revelation.

strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dis- ihe nted focitly, e G ideas Wk nos
e : essential that we memorize the numbering of
mayed, for the LORD your God iswith you wherever you biblical verses—though that often helps—but it
go” (Joshua 1:7-9). i : is aritical that we :memorize the ideas. con-
If we trust in the sword of the spirit, the Word of God, e A DS S W Sy
. it lv as Jesus did. we will be sbleto conauer the God'’s entire Word, meditating on key verses,
US.I ng it properly ! ; q 1 the better we will be at drawing-forth scrip-

~ wilesof Satan. The Apostle John wrote, “1 have written unto

tures to use in given circumstances. More-
you, young men, because you are srong, and the word of over, if we are prayerfully yielded to God, His

God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked Holy. Spint: wil 2‘3"’ USL A AU OB 5 e
’ g ter degree (cf. John 14:26).
on€’ (1 John 2:14). Yes, we have the most powerful weapon . e e i

- 4 3 3 ) And: there is, perhaps, another lesson
- in the universe a our disposa—as effective now as it ever here. It is not enough to merely have God's

was. Let us dways trust in it and skillfully utilize it to van- i Truth—to be girded with it. We must also

ish the enemv from our lives. “For” as Paul sin 2 ) ; apply it when the .need anse.s, as explamed in
H N E ! ! e AR Norbert Link’s article, “Be Girded with God's
C0r|nth|ms 104"5, “the W@OHS Of our Wafae arenot car- Truth!,” beginning on page 14. Therefore, let
na but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting

Bl us always be ready to draw forth the ideas
down arguments and every high thing that exdlts itself g FOUMAIEH L L. Sl el Wotd . Sl Lten . (e

I L : ; them—t d finally win th t
againg the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into LT L PR TR L D e

T ; k war we are engaged in.
captivity to the obedience of Christ.” —Thomas E. Robinson
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RaiSing tie Siield of Faith

i n describing the spiritual armor of God, the Apostle

Paul tells Chrigtians to, “ABOVEALL,” take up “the
shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked one” (Eph. 6:16). Yes, Satan
assails us with “burning arrows’—temptations and trids
intended by him to pierce and burn awvay the godly char-
acter being formed within us. But through the protection
of God's armor, we can fend off the devil’s attacks. And
the most powerful defense among the whole of God's
armor is faith—the shield of faith. In writing this, Paul,
no doubt, had in mind the large wooden shield of the
Roman legionnaire. Covered with leather and bound
withiron, it screened mogt of the soldier’sbody. Not only
did it protect him in direct sword combat, but it dso
served as a cover againgt enemy arrows. Indeed, it is
recorded that, following one battle, though around 200
arrows were found stuck in the shidd of a particular
Roman military commander, he himself waked away
unharmed. And so it can be with us—so it must be.

Not only is faith precious (1 Peter 2:7)—it is
absolutely essential to our spiritud existence. The book
of Hebrews tells us that “he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him” (11:6). Yes, how can we even
begin to please God if we doubt His very existence?
Praying without faith, the Bible makes clear, is a waste
of time (Matt. 21:27; James 1:6). But faith involves
more than just a belief in God's existence—for even
demons have that (2:19). And it's more than knowing
God wants to reward us.

So just what exactly 1S faith? How do we develop
it? And what impact will it have on our lives?

Belief in the Invisible

A paraphrase of Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as“the
confident assurance that something we want isgoing to
happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is
waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead”
(Living Bible). This begins a chapter that some have
dubbed the “Faith Chapter” or the “Hall of Faith’—as

by hees Bl

it lists many of the great characters of the Old Testa
ment who had this important quality. Among these is
one whom Paul calls the “father” of the faithful—the
patriarch Abraham (cf. Rom. 4:11, 16). An investiga:
tion into his life will reved how he came to be a
vibrant example of faith.

God caled Abraham, known then as Abram, out of
his homeland to dwell in an unfamiliar country far away
(Gen. 12:1-3). How did he respond to this drastic
request? “So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken
to him.... Abram took Sarai hiswifeand Lot his brother’s
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and
the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they
departed to go to the land of Canaan” (wv. 4-5). No argu-
ing, no discussion—Abram smply acted right away.

The Lord had promised Abram immense blessings:
he would be the father of a great nation. This was later
expanded upon in Canaan. God “brought him outside
and said, ‘Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.... So shall your descendants
be’ And [Abram] believed the LORD; and the LORD
reckoned it to him as righteousness’ (15:5-6 NRSV).

But it should be noted that conditions were
attached to this promise: “When Abram was ninety-
nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said
to him, ‘1 am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless. And | will make My covenant between Me
and you, and will multiply you exceedingly’” (17:1-2).
Again, God imposed conditions. The Almighty
required Abram’s obedience and Abram, thereafter
called Abraham, obeyed. He performed as he was told.
Yet God was going to test him in order to discover
what was in his heart.

God promised Abraham and his wife Sarah a son
through whom the family would be multiplied asthe stars
of heaven. They both bdieved in God's promise in spite
of their old age. As Paul would | ater write: “And not being
wesk in faith, [Abraham] did not condder his own body,
aready dead (since he was about 100 years old), and the
deadness of Sarah’'s womb. He did not waver at the
promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in
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faith, giving glory to God, and being fully con-
vinced that what He had promised He was also
able to perform. And therefore ‘it was accounted to
him for righteousness” (Rom. 4:19-22). In all this, we
can see tha this man demonstrated his faith in God and
in His promises—through firm conviction and resultant
obedience. Thisis the key.

Now we come to a very pivotal moment in Abra-
ham'’slife. God had seen his faith, but He wanted to
measure its depth. A test would reveal it. So He gave
Abraham an incredible order—to sacrifice his son, the
beloved son he had longed for. Notice in Genesis 22:
“Now it came to pass after these things that God tested
Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!” And he said,
‘Here | am. Then He said, ‘ Take how your son, your
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one
of the mountains of which | shall tell you'” (wv. 1-2).

What God was asking was excruciatingly diffi-
cult—much more so than moving to another country.
Yet how did the father of the faithful react to this new
request? “So Abraham rose early in the morning and
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for
the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him” (v. 3).

Again, Abraham did not hesitate. He didn’t try to
reason within himself, in desperation, to find away out
of accomplishing thisterrible request. He did not allow
carnal thoughts, negative thoughts, rebellious thoughts
to enter his mind. Such thoughts would, no doubt, have
prevented him from carrying out God’ s orders.

No, Abraham did not argue. He didn’'t even ask
why! He didn’t remind God that this was the son he'd
been promised, the son for whom he'd waited for so
many years, the son through whom was supposed to
descend a promised great nation.

Instead, Abraham simply obeyed. He gathered all
that was necessary to accomplish the sacrifice, and for
three days they journeyed to Mount Moriah to sacrifice
his beloved son. And when they got there? “Abraham
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stretched
out his hand
and took the
knife to dlay his
son” (v. 10). In
his heart, in his

mind, Abraham

had already will- *.&

ingly sacrificed %

Isaac (cf. Heb. % i3
11:12). Yet at the last %

second, God stopped
Abraham from actually
going through with it, say-
ing, “Do not lay your hand
on the lad, or do anything to
him; for now | know that you
fear God, since you have not with-
held your son, your only son, from
Me’ (Gen. 22:11-12).

But until that moment, Abraham didn't
know this would happen. So where did he find the
necessary resources to be so obedient? Hebrews 11
explains. “By faith Abraham, when put to the tes,
offered up | saac. He who had received the promiseswas -
ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been
told, ‘It isthrough | saac that descendants shall be named
for you. He consdered the fact that God is able even to
raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speak-
ing, he did receive him back” (Heb. 11:17-19 NRSV).

Against fear, doubt, worry and human reasoning,
Abraham raised the shield of faith. He had tota confi-
dence in God. The Almighty had promised to multiply
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his descendants through | saac—and Abraham knew that
God would never fail to fulfill what He had promised.
Abraham aso knew that if Isaac died, the very Creator
of life could, and would, resurrect him in order to fulfill
His promise. So, knife in hand and arm raised, Abraham
had been ready to sacrifice his beloved son.

God knew then that He could trust Abraham. He
knew that Abraham was ready to do anything He
would ask of him. Abraham had passed his ultimate
test of faith and proved to God that he was indeed
faithful. And from that time on, God’ s promise to him
became unconditional. Notice: “Because you have
done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your
only son—blessing | will bless you, and multiplying |
will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heav-
en and as the sand which is on the seashore.... In your
seed al the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:15-18).

Abraham is an example for us today. The Lord's
promises were real to him. Before | saac was even con-
ceived, this intangible son was real to him. Moreover,
the descendants God had promised him through this
son were areality too—so much so that he did not hes-
itate to sacrifice his son. And that is genuine faith.

Source of Faith

How do we acquire faith? It's not something we
can buy or something that can be implanted into our
minds through hypnotism. Rather, faith is something
that is developed. So where do we start?

Faith, remember, is the assurance that God will
accomplish what He has promised. So we must gart by
knowing what God promises. And where do we find that?
In His Word, the Holy Bible. Paul says, “So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God’
(Rom. 10:17). The first dep, therefore, is reading and
studying the Word of God—including listening to those
who expound the Word of God to us (cf. Acts 8:31). The
Bible is our production tool. “But these are written that ¢
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, *
and that believing you may have life in His name” (John -
20:31). Thisisone of the reasons so many lack faithinour :
day and age. People are not reading their Bible anymore,
let done studying it. They don't know what God has
promised, so how can they believe in His promises? The
more we know God'sWord, the degper we can be ground-
ed in faith as we are commanded to be (Cal. 1:23).

But the faith we acquire is not something we gener-
ate ourselves. Rather, as we study the Bible, God gives us
faith: “God has dealt to each one a measure of faith”
(Rom 12:3). It is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8). How does
God give us faith? Through His Holy Spirit—faith being
part of the “fruit” it growswithin us (Gal. 5:22-23 KIV).
And how does one have the Holy Spirit? “To these facts
we bear witness, with the holy Spirit which God has given
to those who obey him” (Acts 5:32 Moffatt Trandation).
Here again, we can see how the Bible is our tool for

acquiring faith. In order to obey God, we must
know what He requires of us.
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TheBiblerevedsto us God's will—what He expects
us to do. If we do what God expects of us, making a
covenant with Him to change in order to follow the way
of life prescribed in His Word, we can be baptized and
receive His Spirit, through which He will grant us faith
(cf. Acts 2:38; Gal. 2:20). Thus, the faith we acquire by
the study of God’s Word is accompanied by repentance
and followed by converson (Acts11:21).

As mentioned, God gives us a measure of faith. But
our faith must then grow (2 Thess. 1:3). This requires
that we pray for more (Luke 17:5), nourishing and
developing the faith He gives so that it can become per-
fect and complete. Moreover, our faith must be exer -
cised in order to grow, just as Abraham’s was. His faith
was brought to completion by his obedience. The book
of James states, “Was not our ancestor Abraham justi-
fied by works when he offered his son | saac on the altar?
You see that faith was active aong with his works, and
faith was brought to completion by the works® (2:21-22
NRSV). Not only is obedience evidence of our faith, but
faithful obedience engenders more of the same. Without
this continued exercise, our faith dies (v. 17). Faith
requires action in order to survive and grow.

Of course, this obedience itsdlf is only possble
through God—both the Father and Jesus Christ. Let us
never errin thinking that faith is only about God's promis -
es. The primary object of our faith must be God: “Do not
let your hearts betroubled. Believein God, believe dso in
me,” Christ said (John 14:1 NRSV). The object of our
faith is God the Father and Jesus Christ. We must believe
that God exists and that He keeps His promises—but dso
that He hasaplan for humanity and that this plan includes
Christ’s shed blood for the remission of our sins and His
living in us now to perfect usin His way of life,

Jesus Christ gave us the perfect example of living
faith. Too few people redize that Christ’s actions, His
obedience to His Father’s will, were not the result of a
supernatural power that only He possessed. Divested of
His divine powers and thus a full human being (cf. Phil.
2:7; Heb. 4:15), Jesus said that by Himself He could do
nothing (John 5:30). Meditate on that for amoment. His
faith was not of Himself. It was of His Father. Christ
said, “Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the
Father in Me?’ (14:10). It was because the Father lived
in Jesus by the Holy Spirit that Jesus had such dynamic,
living faith. Jesus had total faith in His Father and in the
power of His Spirit. How much more should we not trust
ourselves and rely only on God?

Today, we must have the same faith Christ did—
that is, the very faith of Jesus Christ: “Here is a cdl
for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the
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commandments of God and hold fast to the faith of
Jesus’ (Rev. 14:12 NRSV). Those who are begotten of
God have the faith of Jesus—as He now livesin us (Gal.
2:20 KIV). Christ has shown ustheway and given usthe
supreme example of living faith. And asAbraham’sfaith
was evidenced by his obedience to God, Jesus' faith was
evidenced by the perfect example of obedience.

Life of Overcoming

Through faith it is actually possible to obey God—
even in the face of forces that seek to destroy us. Every
instant of his life, the Christian struggles against his
own human nature, the temptations of the world and
the attacks of Satan. Humanly speaking, such a never-
ending struggleistiresome and exhausting—and could
very well lead to discouragement or even hopel essness.
Faith is the remedy for this fatigue and discourage-
ment, as Christ Himself said: “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes’ (Mark 9:23).

The shield of faith will protect us. For if we believe
in God' s promises, we will consider our situation, no
matter how difficult it may be, as nothing compared to
the glory promised to us (Rom. 8:18). We will consid-
er the fulfillment of God's promises, as invisible as
they may currently be, to be tangible already. Paul put
it well: “We do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18).

And thankfully, we are not in the fight alone. God
has given us many brothers and sisters in His spiritua
army to encourage us and strengthen our faith. When
Roman armies besieged afortress, to protect themselves
fromthe hail of enemy projectile fireraining down upon
them, soldiersin rectangular formation would raise their
shields side by side and end to end to form a huge cell-
ing of protection. When advancing against an enemy in
the field, rows of soldiers marched side by side, in close
formation, their shields forming awall in front of them
with their short swords protruding from the narrow gaps.
Oftentimes, the enemy didn’t stand a chance.

We too must march beside our brethren in the
faith—using our collective trust in God as a protective
ceiling and as an advancing wall against the enemy.
And in the end? We win! For as the Apostle John
writes: “This is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith” (1 John 5:4). Yes, just like Abra-
ham, may all of us learn to raise the shield of faith,
considering the promises and invisible rewards from
above as tangible now—as absol ute reality!



Breastplate—
continued from page 13

Isaiah (59:17). Yet notice what else
Paul calls the same piece of armor:
“But let us who are of the day be
sober, putting on the breastplate
of faith and love” (1 Thess. 5: 8).
As we've just seen, it is through
faith that righteousness (i.e. true
commandment keeping) is engen-
dered and it isthrough love that it is
expressed.

Exploring thisfurther, it isinter-
esting that the breastplate is the item
that provides the warrior with cru-
cia protection from the otherwise

at work in the lives of men and
women who are truly living by faith.

Amazingly, the Gospdl itsdlf is
part of the Christian armor (see
Larry Sdayer's article, “Shod with
the Gospe of Peace” starting on
page 18). So this dl ties together.
Indeed, as all of our armor is to
servein the pursuit of righteousness,
every aspect of it could be called the
“armor of righteousness”—and
indeed, Paul does just that in 2
Corinthians 6:7. But it is most
important to remember that it is the
“armor of GOD.” This armor must
come from Him. Our righteousness
must come from Him—or it is not

Consider too that the primary organ behind the breast-
plate is the heart—figuratively the very place where
God’s law is to be kept, and kept safe from the enemuy.

fatal onslaught of the enemy against
the vita organs of the body. Without
it, he is susceptible to attack and in
very great danger of destruction. It is
an indispensable requirement for
fending off the searching probes of
the adversary. Consider too that the
primary organ behind the breastplate
is the heart—figuratively the very
place where God's law isto be kept,
and kept safe from the enemy.

This understanding is an impor-
tant part of the Gospel message—
and living by it is an important part
of its transmission. For genuine
righteousness, which comes through
faith, is revealed in it: “The gospel
of Chrig... is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who
believes.... For in it the righteous
ness of God is REVEALED from
faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The
just shall LIVE by faith’” (Rom.
1:16-17). We see here that right-
eousnessis afunction of the Gospel,
amanifestation of the power of God
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true righteousness. Always remem-
ber that we need the real thing to
provide reliable protection against
Satan's attacks. We cannot afford to
rely on someinferior imitation if we
areto succeed in the heat of bettle.
Although, aswe have seen, right-
eousness is not an inherently human
charecterigtic, the Bible records that
certain individuals did achieve in its
pursuit. In Hebrews 11 and other pas-
sages, God names many of the right-
eous men and women of faith, and
encourages us, through their exam-
ple, to understand our part in the
scheme of things. This is nowhere
better demongtrated thanin the exam-
ple of the “father of the faithful,” the
patriarch Abraham. Through right -
eous obedience, Abraham demon-
srated his unshakable faith in God
(Gen. 22:18; 26:5; James 2:14-26)—
and that allowed God to ascribe to
Him godly righteousness (v. 23). But
as with us, that righteousness came
not from Abraham, but from God.

So it is that God, through the
working of His Spirit, is actively gen-
erating godly righteousness within us
in order to later rase us up to His
level of existence—in perfect, holy,
righteous character. This is the
essence of the Gospel of God'sKing-
dom and the very basis upon which
the commission of God's Church to
preach that Gospd is predicated.

At the final culmination of
prophesied events, when Jesus Christ
returns to egtablish the Kingdom of
God on earth, and to rule al nations
in righteousness, wewill join Himin
setting the perfect example of right-
eousness for the nations of the world.
And when God pours His Spirit out
on all flesh at that time, therewill be
universal understanding by dl peo-
ple of the liberating Truth of God.
Their age-old captivity at the hands
of Satan will be removed, and the
false teachers will be taken away. All
the nations will begin to walk in the
way of righteousness—not their own
righteousness, but God's. For notice
what Jeremiah prophesies of God at
that time: “Now this is His name by
which He will be caled: THE
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS’
(Jer. 23:6).

What a wonderful time to look
forward to. The good news of the
Gospdl of righteousness is the ulti-
mate triumph of right over wrong,
truth over error, and good over evil.
From the beginning, God's plan of
redemption has been to develop
true righteousness within mankind,
opening up Hisvery Family to usto
share rulership of the vast universe
and beyond. What an incredible
destiny! May all of us who don the
breastplate of righteousness always
keep it securely in place over our
hearts. And one day, in the words of
Matthew 13:43, “the righteous will
shine forth as the sun in the king-
dom of their Father. He who has
earsto hear, let him hear!”
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His battle with Satan was the “sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of
God” (Eph. 6:17). But Jesus Christ
could not have wielded that “sword’
effectively if He hadn't been inti-
mately familiar withiit. It istha same
spiritua sword, theWord of God, that
Chrisgt will use to smite the armies of

the hostile nations that will fight
againg Him at His Second Coming
(Rev. 19:13-15). Anditisby thisspir-
itud sword that al nations will even-
tualy be brought into submisson to
Jesus Chrigt and the Kingdom He
will establish at the beginning of His
millennid reign (Is. 2:1-4; 11:4).

In the New Testament, we often
see the apostles defending them-
selves and their actions by quoting
God's Word. Whether struggling
against deceived human beings or
directly against Satan’s broadcast,
God's Word is a true and faithful
weapon we must always have at the
ready: “For the word of God is liv-
ing and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword... andis adis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Jesus Him-
self said, “The Spirit [of God] gives
life; the flesh counts for nothing.
The words | have spoken to you are
spirit and they are life” (John 6:63
NIV). In fact, the very words He
then spoke are now part of the Bible,
all of which constitutes the“Word of
God.” And Jesus also said, “Man
shdl not live by bread aone, but by
every word of God” (Luke 4:4).

If we study God's Word dili-
gently—memorizing key verses
and, more importantly, letting God

write His Word on our hearts (Heb.
8:10; 10:16)—we will then be pre-
pared to do battle with Satan, know-
ing that we can defeat him with the
“sword of the Spirit” Like Jesus,
we must use verses of the Bible
properly—“rightly dividing” God's
Word. Infact, we are commanded to
do just that: “Earnestly study to
show yourself approved to God, a
workman unashamed, rightly divid-

ing the Word of Truth” (2 Tim. 2:15
J.P. Green's Literd Trandation).

Through prayer, fasting and dili-
gently studying the Word of God,
we will not be donein our struggle
against evil. And that is of the
utmost importance. For we cannot
“go it done” Remember Christ's
words. “I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abidesin Me, and
I in him, bears much fruits; for with-
out Me you can do nothing” (John
15:5). The Apostle Paul also redlized
this. In his letter to the Philippians,
he speaks to Christians of all ages,
saying, “For we worship God in the
Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh”
(3:3). Earlier in the same book, he
writes, “Therefore... work out your
own salvation with fear and trem-
bling; for it is God who works in
you both to WILL and to DO of His
good pleasure” (2:12-13). And per-
haps the most inspiring verse of all
toillustrate this point is found in the
book of Hebrews, where we are told
to look “unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (12:2).

Through Christ’s Spirit and

power in us, we can overcome
wrong thoughts—and, conse-
guently, wrong actions. For it is
our thoughts that determine our
actions (Matt. 5:22, 27-30). If we
sow the right thoughts, we shall
reap theright behavior! It has been
rightly said, “Sow a thought, reap
an action. Sow an action, reap a
habit. Sow a habit, reap a charac-
ter. Sow a character and reap a

DESTINY!” Therefore we must
bring our thoughts under control—
“bringing every thought into cap-
tivity to the obedience of Christ”
(2 Cor. 10:3-5).

Clearly, the only way we can
learn to recognize, then overcome,
the evil impulses Satan hurls at our
minds is through the power of God's
Spirit. Most people allow themselves
to be overcome by temptations. Few
remain faithful to God, His law and
Histrue way of life (Matt. 7:13-14).

We must determine not to allow
Satan to win the battle for control of
our minds! But we can only defeat
him by drawing close to God in
prayer and occasional fasting, by
diligently studying the Holy Bible
and then actually using this
sword—and by relying absolutely
on Almighty God and the strength
of HisHoly Spirit.

What will be the reward, then, of
those who overcome Saan, his evil
society and their own sinful nature?
“He who overcomes shall inherit all
things, and | will be his God and he
shdl be My son” (Rev. 21:7). So
with God'shelp, let usall continueto
overcome until that day when the
battle for our minds is finally and
permanently won. And may that day
come quickly.
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